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The following narrative of the Voyage 
Discovery made under my command, a 
pursuant to the orders of the Admiralty, 
can require little in the nature of an intra 
duction. The causes in which it originate 
are as well known to the Public as they ar 
to myself; and the discussions of difieren 
kinds to which it has given rise, are, pr 
bably, much more familiar to every oa 
who may do me the honour to read tk 
journal, than they are to the writer of it» 

Few voyages of this nature have excite 
more general interest at their outset th^ 
the present It would not be easy for 
to add any thing to the innumerable articl 
on this subject that have appeared in tlr^ 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

several public journals which are in the 
hsmds of all classes of readers. My habits 
in literary composition are such, that I 
could not hope to put all these circum- 
stances in a cleaxer point of view ; and, as 
far as they partake of a controversial nature, 
it is not my business to enter into the dii»- 
cussion. 

My nautical education has taught iqe to 
act, and not to question ; to obey orders as 
far as possible, not to discuss probabilities. 
Of examine philosc^hical or unphilosophical 
specidations. 

If it were possible to condense^ within 
such a space as these pages would admit, 
the various information formerly collected 
respecting the Polar Seas and the objects of 
this voyage, I know not that my time, or 
my limited experience in writing, would 
permit it. That attempt is, at any rate^ 
rendered unnecessary, by the works on this 
subject which have long been in the hands 
of every one, and are, doubtless, well 
known to all -my readers. I allude to the 
writings of Barrington, Colonel Beaufoy, 
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and the more recent sketch of the NoitherxiK 
Voyages, publiahed by myfriend Mr. Barrow^. 
I have here attempted nothing beyond 
the journal of a seaman, as it was iieitberin. 
ray power to give much elegance to the 
composition, not to inelude much enter- 
tainment in the matter of a nrarative, whicti 
wtta not productive of much adventure. 
From the nature of the service we were 
almost always at sea, and were thus cut o6r 
from those sour<%s of variety which ftre 
only to be found by frequent communicaticHi 
with unknown ot interesting shores. If. 
this voyage should be defici^t in general 
interest, I trust, however, that the state- 
ments which it contains will still be useful^ 
and that their accuracy will render then 
acceptable to geographers. I also trust, as 
I believe myself, that the objects of the- 
voyage have been in every important point- 
accomplished ; that I have proved the ex- 
istence of a bay, from Disco to Cumberland. 
Strait, and set at rest for ever the questiorx 
of a north-west passage in this direction. 
It is neverthdess gratifying to me to rrfect 
that, in the interval between the formear «k1 
A 4 



• •«■ 



VIU INTRODUCTION. 

the present edition, a second expedition hfi$ 
be^n '^fitted out to pur$vLe the discoveries 
which were the produce of the first. Should 
the results of that expedition confirm tho^e 
here described, I shall have the pleQ'Sure of 
knowing that the liber^^Jity of the govern- 
ment and the energy of the oflficers and 
crews under my command have not been 
wasted: should it, on the contrary, prove 
that a passage exists where I have supposed 
the land to be continuous, I shall unite with 
others in rejoicing at this extension of our 
geographical knowledge, without feeling 
any disappointment that there has b^en 
reserved for others that success which no 
otife can command, but for which our best 
exertions were made. 

In re-discovering Baffin's Bay, I have 
derived great additional pleasure, from the 
reflection that I have placed in a fair light 
before the Public the merits of a worthy 
and able navigator, whose fate, like that of 
many others, it has not only been to have 
lost, by a combination of untoward cir*- 
cumstances, the opportunity of acquiring 
(3uring his life-time the fame he deserved ; 
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but, CQuld be hav^ lived to this period* tew 
have, seen his discoireries expunged froim- 
the records of geography, and the bay^, 
with which his name is so fairly associated^ 
treated as a phantom of the imagination. 

The circumstances which immediately- 
preceded this voyage may be stated in ^ 
few words, and I have subjoined to them. 
all those matters relating to the preparations- 
ahd equipment, which are either useful or:- 
interesting. A copy of the instructions willT 
be found in the Appendix. 

On the 11th of December, 1817, I re- 
ceived a letter, dated the 4th, from Siir 
George Hope, one of the Lords of th^ 
Admiralty, informing me that two ship» 
were to be sent out, to " ascertain the ex — 
istence or non-existence of a north-west, 
passage;" and desiring me to let him know^ 
by return of post, whether my health wa^ 
6qual to the arduous service which must b^ 
expected on such a voyage, and whether '^ 
should wish to undertake it ; at the sam^i 
time informing me, that I should be acconi- — . 
panied by a man of science, and by Greer*. _^ 
land pilots accustomed to navigate thos 
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seas. To this I returned for answer, that I 
had no hesitation in undertaking the service, 
particularly with the promised assistance. 

On the 16th I received orders from Sir 
George, to make the best of my way from 
Loch Ryan to Greenock, in the Driver 
(which ship I commanded), and when su- 
perseded to proceed to London ; I was also 
informed that, in the mean time, they 
would be getting on with the ships, which 
had been already selected. 

Having arrived in London on the 30th 
of December, and received directions, I 
visited the ships, and chose the Isabella, as 
being the most proper ship for the senior 
officer; I was afterwards employed in plan- 
ning the accommodations, and directing the 
various alterations which were necessarv for 
the 'safety of the ships and comfort of the 
crews, as well as in obtaining information 
from the different masters of the Greenland 
ships,, and other persons who had been 
accustomed to navigate the icy seas. 

On the I5th of January, 1818, the four 
ships were commissioned, viz. the Isabella, 
of three hundred and eighty-five tons, and 
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the Alexander, of two hundred and fifty- 
two tons, for the north-west ; and the Doro- 
thea, of three hundred and eighty-two tons^ 
and the Trent, of two hundred and forty- 
nine tons, for the polar expeditions ; and 
the following oflScers subsequently received 
their appointments. 



ISABELLA* 

No. !• John Ross, Captain, Senior Officer, 
and Commander of the Expe- 
dition. 

2. William Robertson, {b) Lieutenant. 

3. William Thom, Purser. 

4. John Edwards, Surgeon. . 

5. C. J. Beverley, Assistant Surgeon. 

6. A. M. Skene, Admiralty Midship- 

man. 

7. J. C. Ross, ditto, ditto. 

8. John Bushnan, Midshipman and 

Clerk. 

9. Benjamin Lewis, Master and Green- 

land Pilot. 
10. Thomas Wilcox, Mate, ditto, ditto^ 
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ALEXAKDER. 



No. 1. W. E. Parry, Lieutenant and Com- 
mander. 

2. H. H. Hoppner, Lieutenant 

3. Ph. Bisson, Admiralty Midshipman. 

4. John Nlus, ditto, ditto. 

5. Alex. Fisher, Assistant Surgeon. 

6. W. H. Hooper, Purser. 

7. John Allison, Master and Green- 

land Pilot. 

8. Joseph Philips, Mate, ditto, ditto. 

9. James Halse, Clerk. 



During the time the, ships were in, dock, 
they were frequently visited by the Comp- 
trftller and Commissioners of the Navy ; 
every suggestion which was offered for the 
improvemMit of the plans were attended to, 
^d, np paiqs were spared by the offipers of 
the yards, and men employed in. their dif- 
ferent depaftment^, Mr. Lang, Assistant 
Surveyor, under whose particular direction 
the Isabella, Dorothea, and Trent, were re- 
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paired and fortified in the merchants' yards^ 
and who made some important improver- 
men ts^ has furnished me with the followin 
plan: of the Isabella's construction, with th 
alterations and additions, to strengthen thi 
ship against the pressure. o£ the lice. 
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A Description of the Manner in ' which his- 
Majesty s Ship Isabella was jitted^ for ct. 
Voyage of Discovery to the Arctic Seas. 

EXTERNALLY. ' ' * 

One strake of plank was taken out from 
the bottom, all fore and aft, at the heads, 
and heels of the timbers composing her 
frame^ to ascertain the condition of th^ 
ship ; in lieu of which a Btrake of oak sevetL 
inches thick was introduced, with a rabbet, 
on each edge, to make good the substance^ 
and receive the doubling of the bottom^ 
which was of oak, three inches thick ; the^ 
originar bottom was then well examinedi^ 
caulked, and payed with the common mix-^ 
ture of pitch and tar ; after which a co 
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of felt (a composition of animal hair and 
tar^ in its properties both elastic and adhe- 
sive) was Ig^id all over the whole sulrface, on 
which the doubling oak plank was brought^ 
and secured through the original plank tim. 
hers, and inside lining of the ship, With 
bolts well clenched : this doubling extended 
up the counter abaft, as well as to the after 
part of the stern-post, in which a fresh 
rabbet was formed, abaft the original 
one, within about four inches of the back, 
to receive the ends, or butts, of the said 
doubling. The bows were still more strong- 
ly and subi^antially fortified prior to the 
doubling being brought on ; pieces of titai- 
ber were worked vertically next the i^em, 
in the angle formed by that and the bow, 
to jsharpein the form of the vessel ; uhder- 
laieath these pieces a coat of felt wais fiM4U2d, 
the pieces well caulked, and another^ doit 
of felt then laid thereon, to ifeceiv^ ^the 
doubling, which was worked froAi t^el^e to 
thirteen inches thick, at the foffe ends, to 
&shion out and make a fair line wfththel^ont 
or fore part of the stem ; the a;fter'6nds ii^ere 
diminished to the thickness of the doubling 
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of the bottom. On the fore ends of thede 
thick strakes, after they had been caulked^ 
iron plates, of about three quarters of an 
inch thick, were secured round their ends 
over the stem, to protect them from being 
injured by the ice ; tliese plates were con- 
tinued in close connection all the way 'down 
the bow as low as the fore foot, or gripe, 
and the whole doubling well caulked and 
payed, similar to the mode practised with 
the original bottom. 

The keel of the vessel was secured in the 
following manner: the original garboard 
strakes were taken off the bottom, and a 
thick strake of elm placed on each side of 
the keel in lieu, with a coat of felt under- 
n^th, and bolted athwartships through 
the 3^d keel, and likewise up and down 
through the, floor timbers, and the h$)ka 
W€^, dbnchcid wUhin-board; in the outer 
edges of the said strakes, rabbets were 
formed to receive the doubling of the bot- 
tom, from which place the doubling extend- 
ed, iip to within about three feet of the 
gun:wale, terminating there in a thick strake 
of oak, rabbeted in like manner, and let 
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home to the timbers of the topside, bolted 
through, and w^l cleoi^hed ; the whole of 
the . chains were secured, and guarded, by 
thick pieces of timber^ .payed s^d.bic^ed 
under .the chaunel^ covering ^e Jinks, ipjid 
thus protecting tiieia f^opn injui^y, oi.i«^ng 
carried away by the ice* 
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'Large shelf^pieces were introdu$^ all 
fore asid aft under, the: beam-9«(9^ . at ..Uie 
side, and diibW^Ued oe ooaked^ up ti^^.the 
under side of the beams^ and 4ia|te4 kb>ahd 
out throu^ the ship!s side, ^as w «il aaiin.an 
np-ai^lndotwn diBSctian thfoi^h the aaid 
beaaks and wdOl db^ndiad j^pierap c^«a^mi^ 
kr land were/ introduced Ktf^ variowi other 
parts of the ship, oil thae . C0ilii|^. and donel- 
ed thereto opposke the oithertfaM^ ^!&nk^ 
on the outside of the boAtoar' «fr ^liK&ire 
mentioned, which made good' fllBte tte ckaess 
of the doubling: on the boibbmiv) sAdtthese 
strakes were well bolted tbriMgh it}pk€^.8liip's 
side to each other, and ckndiffd ivikfain^ 
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Voirdi thereby edmiectuig the fabric^ andL. 
snppbitkig the ship a^iltitttu^ ibe straiir 
U)t% tSb occai^ by her being stnick' «b thch^ 
liM ftMiiiii ei by the ice : these .pieces wexersr 
c«Q^ti«i frMQ the bow to the stermV and - 
liHillirl by Ibmast^hoeks a^d crutdbes tc 
4tilwi^;ttMin thcMse parts of the sliip also : a ^ 
4mcfhTg^ hems was intro^uc^ aboBt ' 
fifie &et below the lower ^ deck to , support 7 
tbit ahipV Sides against pressure, provided^^ 
tIbeiAiiqp riibold be squeezed in the event: 
<^ kif bettig Mcaiigfat between two fields or > 
iwWr^MCt* The eeiling was taken ^off the - 
tapwaa^ aft -as the ftnre^irtep below, and: 
yilrrtBl §Bt^ Ibrther aft ' at. the lower — 

A 

ctetk Itcfftt i in a diiagon^l direction ;, the r 
4l|Miiii^ iiet^MFten the timb^^ arid in wake^^ 
liM M iflf twie tben filted m aoUd^ caaulke^^ 
iftmi f$y^ %m which ^arfaee were l^kt 
<B»iiMi jpjy breast^hodts, (in lieu of ther 
|AKiiK Ibd^ off,) thdir sides well fayedL 
, fiflpte to 0Mh aeker irom the deick down to^ 
Itef in»4liep all across the bows, . well^ 
tMlted tWon^i tjie out^e dtuff, aticft:^ 
<AaBoiiipd iii^iiMbofl«Bl ; the ^dft of thes^^ 
hcrtiia fPBre Kkewise qonfined by the fprt^^ 
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Xviii INTRODUCTIOK. 

^art of the lower«?4^ck ahelf-piece^ whidi* 
finished with a lai^^ol^ook o^er tbe crfh^r^^ 
^d the same confining the fore*ends of all 
file fore and aft thick strakes th^t wefe 
do welled to- the ceiling, as before men-^ 
tidned ; against this large bre^fit^hook^ 
shores were placed and boHi^ under &k& 
beams, with carlings betweett the said 
beam$> their under sides dowelled to the 
upper sides of the shores and bolted 
through, and clenched securely to each 
other* The shores were placed in a direc- 
tioii as square as possible from the curve of 
the bow, as may be perceived fcy the sketch 
of the half-breadth plan of the lower-deck:' 
sAiores were placed under the fore platfon^ 
beams in like manner, and the whole mont 
sbbstant^jilly secured* Hooks and ekein]^ 
1«rere placed in the bows above theloM^er-deck 
hook. Various other works were perfprm^, 
too many to enumerate^ or fully e:s:plain j the 
fitting the bedt-p||ice^ of the officers ^^d 
crew, iqieuch a manner that they migh^,.he 
takto op shore with ease, an4 fQ^r^e^ inpQ n. 
dwelling in case of shipwreck ; the galley^ 
and other fire-places, stoves, &c. for airing 



the ihip, with eve^ „f rtowingttieboat** 

tnistf tod .pparams »™P^'; „^ „yPj„.K 
Pakenham's rudae , m the ^^^ 

™dder, being lost ; pare »P ^^ 

rl^'tS^'l^othe. and^^"-. 
Wife similarly fitted. . . , 

' ^ LloeJ nf FeBraSWthte'WpS talkie 
M-of dock, -ere taoo^^^^^^^,^^ 
fec«lVi4 ships at Y"S" ;„Wons ■ a«. 

torts, W* had be™ ;P^J .^e Who! 
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those who volunteered to serve on thW 
.enterpril^ '* *^ " 
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The following Bsltablishment of ollccir^ 
and men for the four vessels; wMl^^^iti- 
ployed on a voyage of discovery In 4li^ iAd^^ 
tic Regions, with the pay, per mcmtlu 
allowed to the officers and men, was^ finaftjr 
settled. 
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t 


f 


■ • , ■/: i: . ■ .. , •. .-, ■' 




4^ 


1 Captftiin _ . - , ,, - 


*R 





1 Lieutenant - .- 


1^;#; 




1 


1 Puner - - - 


» ^ • . ) 


4 


1 Surgeon ^ - ^ 


39 4 


i 




1 Assistant Surgeon -. ^^^ 


--l^.f- 


P 


2 Midshipmen (each) - 


6 2 


8 


1 Clerk ^ -^ - 


6 18 





1 Master (merdiant) 


5 





1 Mate (merchwie)'— ' » « 


'■3;.4!:.'.i)_ 





1 Caxpenter . - ; ' - . ^ r;.w: 


V.&'J) 





1 Sailmalier - 


r34:i) 





4. xjQOlfL .' ' ■* ""^ .' 4 J . iC - 


■:::4^-.M) 






13 carried forward. 



WTmpv(mois* 



^ ^> V 



L^ BpxHi^t forward 
4 Leading Men (eadh) 
31 Able Seamen (each) ^ 

'^^^^nt of Marioes^GolQur) 
.Jf ^P§rf^ cUtto, 5d JCl^sgi - 

4 /^ipfffLt^dki^r 3d Class 

^^it^frlik^ , 4»m^lemimtf per . Admiralty 
; order, 3d April, 181 a 



3 15 C> 

3 

4! 4 ^ 

1 18 4^ 

1 14 1^ 
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i Cap^Etin Royal Artillary £500, per Ad 
miralty order, besides. his ann3r pay. 

• -•••■•5 4 



•^ 1 %iBCTeaht ditto 
*lfe4 



imaux 



SO 



K 






:57 tot^ ^utiiber on bbarS; 



> . . » 



->,' -' 



t \ 
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ALEXANDER. 



t . 



^., . «* 



1 ^Liefctcaaant and' Coyniwimfor 28' M 

- ,- 18 ^ 

- 7 18 



f^KPraJter 

'^' 1 ^ AsslstaBt Surgeon 



18 4 w 



< • • 



U 1 ^ 



4 'cafFied forwatd^ 



«. 1 
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4 Brought forward. 


£i. 3. d. 


2 Midshipmen (each) 


6 «' 8 


1 Clerk . . 


6 18 


1 Master (merchant) 


•5 (k 


1 Mate (merchalife) 


4 


1 €arpenfer - ^ . ^ 


« 4 


1 Cook - - • - 


4 €^ © 


1 Sailmakef - - - 


4 


3 Leading Men (each) t 


9 15 


17 Able Seamen (each) 


3 0- 


1 Corporal Marides' - : i. 


2 10 1(D 


4 jPrivates . - ' * 


1 14 10 



37 whole complement, per Admiralty order) 
dated 3d April, 18ia 
The officers were paid six and the sear 
men three months' pay (besides river pay) 
in advance. ^ 

The following books were supplied for 
the use of the officet<9 and qii«ttef-4eck 
petty officers^ of HisJVIajesty'sship foabella: 
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1 Mackenzie's Travcfls m Am&l^c^^^ 

2 Hearhe's ditto^ ditto^ 44o. 

3 Phipp's Voyaged thei North IWe, 4to- 



4 EllisV ditto to HacUon's Bay, 8vq. 

5 Vancouver's Voyage, 3 voU« 4to., and 

\ Atlas, folio. . 

6 Wallfc, Carteret, and Cook's Voyages, 

} St.vola. 4to., with Atli^ folio. 

7 Btampier's Voyages, 4 vols* 8vo* ^ 
$ %rtlock's ditto» 4to. 

9 IJixon's ditto, 4to. , 

10 llleare's ditto, 4to« 

11 Opxe's Russian Discoveries, 8vo. 
1$ Bi^rrington's Miscellanies, 4to. 

13 Fprster's Northepi Discoveries, 2 vols. 

4to. 

14 Aitioniomieal Observations of Wales 

and Bayley, 1772 to 1775, 4to. 

15 Pitto of Cook, King, and Bayley, 1776 

to 1780, 4to. 

16 Ditto Byron, Wallis, Carteret, and Cook^ 

from 1764 to 1771, 4to. 
17r::^^!Oijgniart's Mineralogy, 2 vols. 8vo.. 
1^ jEhikeweU's Geolggy,. 8vo. 
19i_Tui^nVLinn8eiia3r7 vols. 8yo.. 

20 Mackenzie's Iceland, 4to. 

21 i's^cpner'sFat^oniar 4ta 

22 CartwrightV Labrador, ^ivoh^ 4to*.. 
2a TumbuUV Voyage,. 4ta 

a 4 



k . ^ » V 



kkiv l^TTMOiUCTiON. 

24 Crantz'^ History ^ Gi^nlflad* M vols. 

25 Barney's CoUectiapi of V4]^j^0ii| i^ vok. 

* ^ ■* * • ' 

Thirty ^l^les aiid sHtyvSjest^^^ 
also supplied 'by/th^r:I^val:>anid>l^^ 
Bible &)ciety, for the ftWr4ifeffe-*ld^^ 
trihttted accordingly* - :-- ' * • *^ *^ * 

A LIST OF INSTRUACEM^S 
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JPbr /iii^f Nort^^ern Bg^peditkms* 
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• • : -f - • » . . ^ * . *^ » 

' ' . i * ; ' < . I -\r r* -*oT-^' jf • 'f v^t-' #"'.TO ;_3 ' , m V..' '.'" - /'.. V»-» •« 

Seveii cnronbmeters, three the propei^ 
of. Government, , and four of * individu^ 
A 'dock, the pendulum of which, cast in 
one solid m^s. Vibrates on a blunt knilb- 
edge, resting m Jongitudip^ sections^ qj 
hoHow cylinders of agate \ 

A transit, by Jones. . 

A variation transit, by Dollbnd. 

• TVs AkdoMei' Had also ibree . Goyerni^f^j^ 
hometersi' •'<■■■-■■ ' , -^ ;j'--jui -o' 
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A di^in^eedl^ the propefty of Henry 
Browne, Esq., made by Nairn?. 

A=D^pa^<M«dld, by Jones. 

Ditto, by- Troughton* - 

fiStto^ "b^riLcx^w&cpd. - ^ = - . ; 

A ttA^tih^^af^lc, by JonfiB* ■ ' 
•ol&lci^ifl^^SB^Aiiieint, invented- by Captain 
H. Kater, by Jones. ' - ^ 

Hygrometer, ditto, ditto. - 
<'- Hydrometer, by Jones. ' * 

Cyat^o^ee^l by ditto.- - 

Ten thermometers, ditto 7 Fahren- 

One s^f-registering £tto, ditto j heit. 

One barometer, with attached thermo-^ 
meter, by ditto. 

One dip : micrometer, ' invented by Dr- 
Wollaston, by ditta 
- (hie 'dip-sector, ditto, ditto, by ditto.. 

One macrometer, ditto, ditto, ditto.- i 
-: ^^tncal apparatus, invented by Sir H* 
Davy; ' 

Apparatus for taking up arai-water fiom 
given depths above 8 &thom& , 

One iximinott .mountfuui barometer and. 
GompanjiCHi-. . - 

Ditto, iDvented by l^r H. Ea^efield. 



XXVI INTRODUGTION^ 

One sextant, by Dollond. 
One theodolite; by Jottesft^ 
Two anglpmeters, by ditto. 
One beam-compass, by ditt<>i^ ^ ^ ~" 
One brass scale, by dttta -^ib 

One Gunter ditto, by ditto* ^ J - 

One case drawing instPinnent^f by^ dHliiir 
One protractor. -r -^^li^-re 

One artificial horizon arid raercSfify.^-'^ ' 
One sympiesometer, invented by Adie^ 
Edinburgh. ,: '^ 



C0MFA8S£8. . 

Two Kater's azimuth: compass. 

One Walker's ditto, ditto. 

Oue insulated steering compass, by Jen- 
nings., f 
. Four Alexander of Leith's steering com- 
pass. 

On,e Crow's ditto* . . 

* 

One ditto boat ditto* 
: Two Burt'jsi patent bini^le and ditta 
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OTHEa. INS^qf B VVENTS. 



in's patent^ log* 
Massey's ditto.; ; . , 
Jennings' dij^o^ and gl9?s» 

Trengrouse's apparatus for saving lives. 
Nets /fep;::?«aall f^^^ 
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AA<'.>Ai * 



An Account slM>wing^Aie^^^^ 
of Warm Clothing supplied to each of 
the following vessels, in additiorf^ to the 
established quantities of jSk^ 6kildbi|^ 



' ^ fe;.t?m nu5.<f!';* 



Shipt* 



Dofothw . 
Trent • 



I 



■^T« 



50 
50 

93 

85 



170 



.1 



!a 



50 
35 
95 



■»"* 



li 



.! 



100 

100 

70 

70 



170 !540 



Ml 






100 

100 
70 
70 



540 






Pain of 



I 



50 
50 

35 



170 



100 

100 

70 

70 



340 



i**a 



ap 
so 

35 

-35 i 







mmat. 



,«; 



iw^ 



, ir.^. V.' » ; 



170 420 



^5r, 



!i(iix) 



f 



: 



>.; 



S 



"•i»**« 



IfQO 






.70 



.» . w ♦ ..-J 



■*?r 



i\l t ;>^; 



■♦-^ 












^.iw 



6'- 



35 



I 



50 
50 

55 

35 



170 170 



x*i 



^■a 



One complete suit of the taboBO 1 warm 
dotlu^1x>:)ie furnished to the jfl|nmin and 
marines gratis ; and th«tljeii4ll0(j(H^l^si;^) 
to be charged, subjeot^ |o ?ithi lep«fii)li9iration 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad^ 
miralty. 
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N.B. One. complete, suit was issued to 
eacK inan 6tPthe^^3j brSep ! : 



if ~ 



MU»dbWlilfti#cifo - (^ eo 40^ 40 


Rttflsian nft^U - - IQQO 


1000 


800 


800 


Rifled coio^iete ,^ r_ / - € 


6 


4 


4 


Seve^ ban^liedguas - 6 


£ 


. 4 


4 


|bi*p|tri^^r ^e ttioi^ SHOO 


6 
3600 


4^ 

2400 


4 

2400 


Oaverings of lifeberiy^a 


1 

painted canrass 


to ejieii s^,. sufficient to 


cover 


the d^efes 


forerfhdiaft; . . ' 


w 


" ' ..--■ 




Whale Hncjs - 


- 81 


No. 




T* WHalie boats - 


- 5_ 


- 




ioETlSDat :- 


- 1 


i 


» 


' Ifceahdiors 

* ■ f 


-24 




•■ 


' J 

Ice saws _ 


- 18 






^:JjdB^assBa^\^ i- , 


-12^ 


J 

• — * 


' 


njott^utr^.i:/ -^■ 


- 10 Pij?& 




^fce7{wte^iwok»^ -» 




, . . - 


-ii^J* 


. ^^^gyift'if iiBspe3«tt>'^-: 


-,--2V 




- .^ . 




« - , A -• 


■\ -V- 





XXX mtXODUCTIOH. 

CffliiroBsrsufflcieiit fbr one tfef^ suit of 
sails for foabelltt^ with twine and%6^es in 
proportion. 






No. 1 

2 - 


» 


- 956; 

- V\S 


prds. 


4 


- 


' mid 




5 


-- 


r 178 




6 - 


- 


- ^a«p 


^-:4^; " 


7 


- 


- 1,220 




8 


- 


- 89i 








■■'. * t' t :'■'. " 


1 j5 * 1 ••'♦ 


T6tat canvass in yards 

1 


1 - 4,Otf2 • 

- -• 




Ice pbles - 


. 




'tfr-Na 


Whale lances - 


- 


r ' 


m 


Knives, chcipping 
Kiiives, blubber 


- 


- 


5 


Harpoons, ^ain 
Harpoon's gUn 
jDeigp-sea leads, 150 
IKtto, 100 




1 


Ditto, 50 




ditto 


1 



IKTRODUCtlON. XXXI 

TJ19 foU^wiog i^toresvwefe inten4ed for 
buildB^f vai^d. rej^iring ivhal^ boats, in ad- 
dition to the quantity supplied for twenty- 
six lunar months. 

Board uT^ppe inch - - - 612 feet, 

-pili^lfinch :. - - 528 

- ^^three-quarters ditto - 1^568 

Deal-wood flitches - - 10 No, 

Stems r ; - - - - 5 . 

Stern ports - - - - 5 

Keeld, running - - - 100 feet. 

Gun wales, ditto - - - , 310 ' 

Cantu - - - - -^10 No. 

is ... - 5. 

Aprons - - - - -lO >• 
Futtecks - - ^ - ,64 

Kne^ - - - - .!- 60 
Hdoft - - - .. ;• ^51^^ 
l&Dw and fiffifer timbers - r - r 36 

Thwart 8t^j^.ratTmng * -tr - SS 

Board elm^ ope inch - - 

three-quarters ditto 
Ocham^ white - - -56 lbs. 

Rosin - - - - - 56 
Kingbolts - . ^. . 12 No. 
Stem bands - - - - 12 




1 



-^ 
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Nails, boat. 


- eita. 


_ . 


aowooNo. 


- - 


- 8 


- 


«W)oe 


. - 


- 10 


- 


KWWO 


- - 


- 4 


- 


-t,9» 


- 


- 3 


- 


4,000 


, - 


-. 2 . 


- ■ 


4,680 


. -■ 


-.22 oz. 


- 


4,000 




GUHxn'sjxoas. 





tbe ^lips were pnnddtd with otiiimce, 

Ia*beQ*> eanonvlcs, No. 6 ■ 18 poniKtas; 
Dorothea, ditto, . 6 > 18 Hm- 
Akoiander, ditto, . 4^ IS. d^. 
Trast, ditto, 4 r 12 ditto. 
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INTRODUCTION, XXxiii 

the U|ge ships, and tool chest complete 
for MTHfturer and carpenter. 

The following were intraided for presents 
to tjhjj! ntttives on the West coast of Green- 
l3B(J»^Hid coast of America, &c. 



Brass kettles . - . - 


24 No. 


Knives, forks, and cases 


- 300 


Axes, felling, w^^e - 


20 


Butchers' knives . - 


- - 150 


Hsnijel, red , ;. - - 




■yellow - . - 


- 


blue - 


- 


Felling axes 


- 


Looking-glasses 




Needles, Whitechapel 


- 2 


Vermilion 


IS lbs. 


- 


36 Na ' 


- 


- 1,S00 .' 


aps - 


' - 100 




1* 


. 


- 20 lbs. 


Pistols - - 


16 No. 


Sc^ .,-, r - 
Rigors ,- 


SOpairs. 
- 40 No. 



xHfwmvQtiatt. 



CoKHe bandkerehiefs 


_ 


_ 


SO 


AwTb, shoemakers' 


■_ 




lOff 


Rifles 


- 


- 


83 


Balls Sir ditto - 


- 


. 


2,BO0 


Snuff; 


. 


-. 


loeibs. 


Earthen-ware 


. 


_ 


4 cases. 


Soap - - - 


- 


- 


ISO lbs. 


Pikes 


- 


. 


2S0NO. 


Iron hoops - 


- 


- 


200 qwt ; 


Gin (English) - 


- 




129 gai:' 


Brand - - 


- 


- 


129} 


Various beadsnd Cowrie shells 


IS cases. 


XTmbrdlaa - - 


" 


' 


40 Na 
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An Account showing the Distributioii 
of ISxty-nine Iron Provision-Tanks, fuiv 
nisbed (for the better convenienoe cdT 
jStowi^e) to the several Vesseb em-- 

:- ployed on a Voyage of Discovery in the 

^ Arctic Regions. 



Iron Tanki. 



Isii)9ena, 9 of 



Ft In. 
3 S 



9 of 3 



4 of 3 



each tank contained 100tib% 

of biscuit 
each contained irom 13 16 16 

cwt of tour, 
each contained 23 bufbelt iC^ 
pease, 
r These tanks were directed 
to be filled with whatever de-^ 
ncMnination of provisions the 
respective commanders and 
pursers might think most adk 
^vantageous for stowage^ 
Isabella and ^ Oqe oven, of 2 feet, furnished bj Storef 
Dorothea 3 for baking bread with little iud* 



Dorodiea, S 

— — 14 

Trent 13 

Alexander, 12 



of 
of 
of 



3 
3 
3 
3 



8 
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XKXnu INTEODUCTION. 

During our stay at Depdbfd, we were 
joined by John Sacheuse, an EskimauXf 
native of South-east Bay, Gr^altnd) in 
latitude 69** N., and longitude SO** W. It 
appears that he had concealed himadf on 
board the Thomas and Ann^ of Letth, in 
the moBth of May, 1816: on beiag dis^ 
covered, Captain Newton, who commanded 
that~Tessel, wished to land him again, \»it 
he earnestly entreated to be pennkted tg> 
remiun, and was accordingly brought 4^ 
iJeith. He returned to Greenland with 
the same ship in 1817, and, on his arrival 
at hcwae, &und that his only near i^latijofii. 
had died in his absence. It was not asceF* 
tained, at his first outset, what were hi* 
motives for quitting his native country ; 
but it seemed now that the death <>f this 
relation was his reason for continuing in 
the ship, which he did, returning t0 LeitJbi 
with her the saine sipasbn. I had several 
conversations with him on the subject; lie 
related many adventures and narrow escapes 
he had experienced in his canoe, in piiei^of 

whidi he stated himself to.bave been carriM 
^ Ma in a storm with five others, all of 



whem pmshedi aod that he was niruup- 
lously asved by an English ^p. He alsc^ 
m&tmedi me that be had^ tbrough the mis^ 
sionafies^ been converted to Ghridtianhy^ 
and: the stxong desure he had to aeia tiis 
country these good men came from, had 
Hidueed him to desert his own ; but that it 
was always^ his intentkm to returat.when he 
&ad kamt the Scriptures and the art of 
drawing. He related sevi^ral traditions eitt»* 
^ent in his country respecting a ram of 
people who were supposed to inhabit tJat 
north ; adding, that it waiii for the purpose- 
itf communicating with them, wd oonterfef- 
Ing "them to Christianity, that he bad tq^ 
lunteered for ouf expedition. 

During his residence at Leith, in tk» 
winter of 1817, he h&d been taken notice 
of by Mr. Nasmyth, the artist, who intro<> 
duced him to Sir Jamea Hall. His wishes 
to accon^any tis were made btiown to the 
Admiralty through Captain Bazil Hall, and 
be was consequently engaged as our inter-* 
prater. His utility to us in conmiunicating 
inth the natives will be apparent m the 
fioiirae of tMs Narrative. He rett))3i6cU 

b 4 
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xl : INTROiytJCTION. 

like tbe rest af:tbe crew, in perfect ha^th^ 
duriTig the pisKsisage home; oftei^repeakibg 
that, whdn 'be had got more' iDstr^tefesdms 
on religion^ he ^ould retum to ^tbe wHd 
peoplei and endeavour to convert i theni 4b 
Chxistiaility. -^ ^ '^'^ 

His meritorious conduct was represeiited 
by lot to the AdiMralty in tha stron^^ 
terms ; their Lordships treated hini witli 
the utmost libiefraMty, and, aware of" *bfc 
importance of his services on a fiiture expe- 
dition, had taken steps to have him propesly 
instructed, for which purpose he was sent 
to Edinburgh ; here he was unfprtunatdy 
attacked "by a fever, which - carried hitn ' dff 
on the 14th of February, |ifter a few days* 
illness. ' - 

Our equipment being completed, the ex- 
pedition was inspected by his Royal Highness 
the Dttke of Clarence, and subsequently^ by 
the cJFitest ^ Lord of the Admiralty, anfd » 
Comptroller of the' Navy, who v/ere pleased 
to express their approbation; of the man- 
ner in )wMdht thie Ships were strengthened 
and fitted vflnd,^he>prdrk;imi& being stowed, 
we dropped down to Galleons on the 4th 
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of : lAqoiil^ > and ' receiYed our powder and 
orddaBDoe-! stores. On the 16fch we arrived 
atrthe'^Nbre/ wbere the chronometers, and 
other instrittnents, were embarked, and 
wlleve I received my final Instructions^ a 
copy of which is included in the Ap- 
ptodix. 

tifir Qondiuding these preliminary remarks 
I ^b'sH here subgoij:! a copy of the rules «nd 
regtolations issued by me to the officers and^ 
ships' companies of- the Isabella and Alex- 
ander, at the commencement of our voyage, 
anfd at a subsequent period, which were to 
be attended to, in addition to the " Printed 
In$t]:uctions'' of His Majesty's Navy. - - 



I. 



The officers to be in three watches, viz. — 
1« Lieutenant Robertson and Mr. Busbnan. 

2. !Mr. A. M. Skene and Mr. Wilcox. 

3. Mr. J. C. Ross and Mr. -Lewis. 

Tlie seaineH af^ to be in three watches, 
and each watch divided into two parts. 



XMi I)AiT|M>|>|T€ITiCW< 



r » 



H^^ senior officer of the Watch is:to write 
to the rough log: every . occitrrenciey fUliiig 
«p tlie different columns during his nmteh, 
or as soon as possible after he 19 relieved ; 
he is also to pay attention to the mettof^- 
IjOgiepl occurrences, ^nd in like maiiner 
ihseit tfc^m ih the rou^ journalt both the 
I&g and journal are to be kept in dharge of 
the SjBptivel at the cabin door; 

Z^i^ of Meteorolagki:^ ^OlmervaH€0U t^ be 

1. Hour. 

2. Temperature of the air. 

3. Temperature of water at the surface. 

Or, if in deep Water, the number of 
fathoms and temperature to be in- 
* serU^d in the cojittinti o€ ip^arks* 
,451 Specific gravity qf wat^r. N. B» A 
bottle is to be saved &r this pi!Hfp06e 
at each watdi. 

5. Altitude of marine Imarometen 

6. Altitude of thentioiaeter6a^^^^ 

7. Direction of the wind 



•^^ 
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S. Weatker; wketibercdoiidyydesrysiiairjt 
•or rapy. . 

fti- Hj^iKHneter* 
10. 3oundiiig99 ^ ^ 

IL Rise and fall, 1 > of the tidea. 
12. Velocity, j ) 

;1&. .Drift orditec^iooof tb^ tides or currents. 
'Mh_ OflScers' sig&aturjes.. 
l&t, TkB aurora boi^eaJIs is W il?e, insert }n 
, the remiu-ka^ with oi^s^cvajtij^nji 09 
its effects on the magnet 






The Captaiii is to he immediatdy ao- 

quainted^ 
!• On a change of wn4 
% On the change of weather. 

3. On appearance of fog, (when the helm } 

is to be put upto join the Alexander^ 

if at a distance to leeward, out of I 

musket shot.) ^ 

4. On the appearance of fog clearing away. 

5. On appearance of snow. 

6. On the appearance of ice (sufiicieiit to 

impede progress). 

7. On the appearance of dbioal water. 
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8. On sight of land; ; 

9. When necessary to reef topsails. 

1 0. When necessary to let out reefs. 

11. On any sudden squall. 






IV. 

The deck is never to be left without an 
officer, but when the ship is taken sud3erily 
in ^ squall, the sentinel is to call the cap- 
tain, at this desire of the officer'. 

V. 

The officers are required to take observ- 
ations whenever an opportunity offisrs; they 
are to keep a reckoning, and to give in a 
day^s work regularly at noon, as follows :-— 



Latitude by observation, 


.• , 


Latitude by account, 




Longitude by chronometer, 
Longitude by observation, ©— 
Lpjjgitude by account, 
Courge, V /. 


- d or D -— * 


Viii:iai6ixin9'.r: uxj (: -^ --' - ' 


.-••- ,'' iiiv. . 


Bearings, 
Distance. 


{IJi . z. 

1 
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VI. 

. Three marines are to be selected, as;c6n- 
staxit sentinels to relieve each other at the 
door of the cabin. The sentinel for the 
time is to have charge of the magazine, in- 
struments, stores in the cabin aad gun- 
rooTH, the rough logs and journals, half-hour 
glass, t][]e Irght in the binnacle, and other 
things which may be put into liis charge by- 
the captain and officers ; a board is Xo be 
hung up to remind him of the winding up of 
the chronometers at nine o*clock, which jhe 
is to report to Captain Sabine j and he is not 
to be relieved until he can report to the 
next sentinel that the chronometers are 

- » 

wound up and compared. 

Seijeants Martin and Wise are to have 
charge of the stoves on the lower deck, the 
issue of . fuel, the fires, and^ lights, which 
they are to report, regularly to the officer of 
the watch, as well as any disturhatioes in 
the ship. 
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VIII. 

ISapfcain flriane is to be cidleil^ wtmhever 
be leaves wotd mth tibe officer of thepva^t 
Off when aoj ramarkable object is ieeti iM 
tltti^ or water. 

IX. 

- Hk onine is never to be idteced witli« 
CMBtthe ca|tom*a kiiQ\dedge or diredtkaiM, 

the kdipa ig to be ^lit up ordoWn, as ttur^' 
be best to avoid it. 



. 4 ' 99od loosk^oiit ii to Ipe ki^t fir<M9Vlbe 
mast^hiead in clear ^^x^pthpr, imm^ tint JMi^ 
h^4 l^aii to be relieved ev^zy liourj yOr Ji 
may be hereafter directed in daily ordered 






HsLjei loiiiBr^deck ktoisei 
the J^itckaoni oft tiJK^, offieir ctf the nHatattfig 
liatcfa^ avirbiiis^to npoci» ^:9lieii finishadt^ ^ 
tlBBa^c^tam;;- duB men are: ^ she sf^ttt^ att 
dtod^^aad tiie-tla^en iec^airad mi 
by stoves. 



^r 





mrvoDven^M. uhn 



XIL 

Hib •uq;aai and ainistHitMntrgerai ue to 
p.3.p»deul« attenti<m to A. tempe»tu«, 
<if tile lower deck, and any tliiigig. else mMk^i 
may be conducive to the heakbof Ifae^ew^ 
the latter is to visit the coppers, as is usual 
in the naval service. 

V It^ is nesftectei diey will pay great atteiv* 
timiJtGhiiMa(mLhist(»^ ; and a rc^rt will b^ 
ffeqiiif«d:,of the anatomy of #^ vimoua^abi- 
jeci;s of natural history which may be met 
with on the voyage. 

; 1^' eKp6Aditure of auy aMicI^ Is tOF be 
Bdade, biit ^wbat is regaMAfiepi^k^ 
mpiam'4stA fwrser, and faipertecl lo^fir^i^ 

' \ ■* . * J ' " \ 

-.-■*■ •<>-4 ^ • ' • , * ». _% .' — rf ^ -^ «-•- '^ ■« > V 

XIV. 

The bearing and ^stance of the Alex- 
if&ier IB to bb ia^lOTted at the end of every 
imtdk -in the Ic^faoclb jf^edd, if kutt si^t of, 
ithe^^BtaerjLndf beaii^ing^:^ l88t\^Qdi are 
to laisiiasadtect^ aft Msd^fae feMbe:«iid)biaBariii^ 
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step to be taken tf> join her if out of mus- 
ket-anot _ 

■^K-'.-* e4;*^*l *»m':S' 



y i • ■'*;^; ■^i" 



irv 



All .signaki wh^l^er general or t€^iegm- 
phic, are' to be inserted in the log; the 
time when made, the ntiitdber,'to#^rport. 

of the land, wd of diffeif^l o^g^ 
may appear in their watches* { i^ ^*^^'i 



'^^ ^r* «ii* •"■*'- * 
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XVII. ^ 

^11 abjeqts of «atural hUtof^, .^^qgy, 

brought cafeMljp oir. l^d j,:^;i||}44il^^|i^ 

caanot be. nemoved on accfltenM^.tfegi^^^ 
sketches and drawings a^e Ip h" t^Jmur^ 
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iNnOBOCTioN. xlix 

llya« 1iiiit% Be^ of 
, ttled up, for the ia&naatioD 
of Bf i Mi i t Ca^mimamat of the Admi- 

*'3oKS Bom, Captain. 
" J£v SI. ISIS.** 

GntstAL OnMBL 

^ ■^ It ia Ittj dwectioB, that erdrf ■piiiiin.n 
drAeaafanal, regetaftile, and mineral Iting- 
dMM^ which may be found or procured by 
my penoo employed In the ships under 
my caoHiuuMi and orders, shall immediately 
In broo^ to me, that I may give aach 
ift>eiiaim respetAing &ecr di^KMi as I 
mt^ ^nk fit ; and idl oflleers ffrnig °° ^ny 
i to tiie rfiore, or icCj or having eom- 
with the natires, are to use 
t eodearonrs to o^lect and pro- 
cflM «very thi^ idudi may contribote to 
th» -tAnmrnapa^ of Mttintl Imcmiedjge ; 
aai«f Ae fafjpv MHmala, and dUier dbjects 
niiicii camMt be remored, ahetthes and 
daiviptiMs flie Dd' be taiken -, and'all Mich 






1 INa>Et>DU€TlQON(. 

by the officer, and sent to me&^Hk Mi^* 
jesty's service.^ 

^ Given on board His Majesty's Sbip 
Isabellib at Sea, this 17th day of 
August, 181 8* 

" John Ross, Captain. 

" To the respective Officers of 
iSis Majesty's l^ips Isabella 
and Alexanderr 

General Memorakdum. 

^ Pursuant i^ orders from my Ijord^ 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, &c. &c. 

" You are hereby required and directed 
to deliver to me,' the racwneht the «hip 
anchors on England, all the chartis, l<)gSy 
journals^ and ipemoranda, both of a public 
and private nature, iv^bicb, you may have 
kept durmg the time you have been >on 
board the ship under my command, which 
are to be sealed up, and kept at thedi^ 
posal xqS their liOrdships j and- you *re ta 
si^a an aickiiowledgment, aocording ^to tib^ 

i6 
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» 

fernr mmejced^ for the satisfaction of their 
Lordships. 

^ Given on board the Isabella^ this 9th 
day of November, 1818. 

^^ John Ro9S^ Captain. 

•• To the re^peetwe Officer$ isf 
His Mqje9tt/B Ships l$abelh 
and Alexander.'*^ 

FoKM. 

" We, the undersigned, do hereby <5eTtify, 
that we have delivered (sealed up) all the 
logs, journals, and memoranda, we have 
kept on board the Isabella, between the 1st 
of May and date hereof, for the purpose of 
being delivered to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty." 

ORDERS TO THE ALEXANDER. 

" JBy John Rosss Esq.9 Captain of His 
M(yestj/s Sloop Isabella^ and Senior 
Officer^ SfC. ^c ^c. 

^' Pursuant to directions from my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, 

^^ You are hereby required and directed 
to put yourseLf under my orders, and foHow 

c 2 
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all such instraeUdns as you may frcHii time 
totimereR^*0^^fi^me. ' -'^ " ' *■ 

«<jWefl/«a*. this iSfch aiyoflilirtT, 
■■...- 1818;*^^^-^^^^ -ji:- o,._v-" ■-^■^ 

** By John RotSf ^jsq.j K. S., Captain of 
HU Majeth/'i'^'^oop Itabelktt and 

" His AO>|u, I^umn^ the Prmcene^int 
having signiliect his pleasure* that an ik^ 
tempt should be ma<)e;^ finda passage, by 
sea, betfveen tlie Atlantic an^l Pat^i^c 
Oceans : And Y^hereas the Loi:ds Conimis-. 
sioners, of the Admiralty 
me t&the chief comiiiand, 
take Hts Majesfy s hri^ u 
mandt under my orders ; 
nished with Instrucfions to try to find a 



hereby 

strict attepti) 

your ^ntbier ] 

Tte Al6x|mdet^'st«^iort''on tlie we«itl*&' 
quaitei two (afcle^length aistait. "' ''^ ' 
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II. 

In.«v.ent of a fc^ t^e^l)ip^i^§,^waiidt 

according to the diatanee^ ,uptil taken in 
tow> or within sight or haiL 

V ■^'.■^-^<^ ^ "/:,.,-• :■. -:^ ■-'-''- 
^>... ,iAii-,A vv- .,-^^?\. -■■.^■. 

In case-els' ui]iftval^ably>^^A]rtiag«einpany, 
to proceed to Love Bay, {in the.^sl^d of 
Disco, and wiut the,-arrival of the'Isabella. 

,d,-.., ; ., ■ . IV.- ..'>--..f^' .:- 

lortunitx oT making 
teorological observ- 
a copy of which to 
y every co^oitjinity^ 
att^r a week's interval. 

Inn . V. 

Ijeutenahl THoppner to be etnpJoyed, 
wijfen a;i opportunity ofterS|, in taking views 
of aiiy iana' which may be seen, tind in 
making drawings of* any subj€*ts of natural 
history which may fee met with on the 
voyage : th^e tq ^e , regul|irly titaismittedl 
to me, with KisBA^ie amx^ to them, 
c S 
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VL 

A good look-out to be kept, and signals 
made, when any thing remarkable is seen. 

VII. 

When sent to look out, always to return 
at dusk, or on thick weather coming on, 
without signal; unless ordered otherwise 
^ by signal or special orders. 

vni. 

R 

Crews to be victualted at full allowance^ 
and no increase or decrease to be made, 
without my special orders. 

IX. 

A report to be given in weekly, or as soon 
after as convenient, of provision and fuel. 

X. 

No boate to be sent on any service or 
excursion, without permission, except for 
the immediate safety of the ship. 
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XI 



The bearings of the Isabella to be in- 
^earted in the log at the end of evepj watch; 
^nd^ if lost sight o^ th^e time when last 
seen, and time af re-c^ppearance ; and it 
being my intention^ should the sea be found 
ndpen, to sail direct up the Sk^raits to the 
laoirth ward, it is requested you will particu- 
larly call the attention of your officers and 
orew to keeping company with the Isabella, 
on ijirhicb materially depends the safety of 
both ships ; and should any accident happen^ 
or occurrence take phtce^ which may oblige 
the Alexander to shorten sail, the attention 
of the Isabella is ta be called by firing guns ; 
or, if dark, by ^ blue light, and every pre- 
caution taken to avoid separation. 

^^ Given under ray hand, on board the 
said Sloop, at Shetland, this 1st 
day of May, 1818. 

(Signed) ^^ John Ross, CapL 
^' Tq Lieut. W. E. Parry, 

Commander of Hu Mc^edy^i 

Sloop Jlexanden.^* 
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Ivi INTEODUCIIOlf. 

■ : .S%fe. .,'uV,, ■•.:■.: .:: !..« .>t.--.d-i.-„ . 

iostructidns _igr,^^p)^r,iurtlwj:j(Pr??oeeding8 [ 
also fifty printed ((JKlSf?., 9ne,f(^^ist)„#«R 
haring filled up the blanks, is to be put 
into a b3ffle^,.pr^llj,,}e^fl^ up, ..add 
throTO^j)verl!(f^,.,3t WW?h.<ev,ery,.,^Jj^ 
after passings l^itififde 65° JJ.» pfoyi4ei}ji!fcp ■ 
Isabella js^ij^t (R.fi^mpanys.tlie rsqeipt-oCiv 
tbese^QU wfll.b^..[^e^l$ed.to acknowlef)^, i... 

. .4,„4-.^>»v.-' lan^feiKKU.: 
« ToLt^. W.Mf^farry." . , Ay,..., .,!; Uf 

, ^^, , J^/UmOBAUBVU. . : ■)! 

' ^^^f[»'fif^eUa,-at. Sfa,ifyiif 30. l«ia,„., 
" In order to obtain tls» aiymttg^ mAfi 
use of tjie Ap^iaii c<^ of 8igQ^»it,is.tny 
direc^ifms, t)iat Jjjep»n4»iit8,d^i)pf;Mglited in 
the table of^fl^gs Ip .U^e general [^^n^c^xwk 
'.distinguishing pendants/ when hoisted m- 
perioTt shall relate,,;tA jt^e. «j3k(33Uian codci 
and express the,hp^j?onta],..cu:;fjp^4ineE ^■ 

fig"'^i'l'MljV. sfi^"iWt.r!?']»P: Y^**!" ■ 
line being^expre8^e4 ,fn/^riflr, hif^^h^.^u^w.. 
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flags.>£wni. 0^ to nme^ the ciphers, sufo- 
8titute8^i&b.4^eiii)^ use^i as tliey stand in the 
stignaUJbook, and the half white vtAS. red 
peikmktW^mf li^ed as in thd exahit)1e/ 

1 8j^iJ^> {Signed) « John Ross, Capt 
« Td-Metiff:'Ptfhf, Alexander.'' 

Uiq • 

'^n^is rtfy dffbctioii, fchat the officers of 
the i^^ect)V6 walidies in' the Alexander do 
pay^rtk^!afr^i*tentioA to thii Ibg^courses, 
AffMspuM mete6l'olog!b*arobs^i-yatiOus; and 
that 6t^ (^umn in the fough' Ic^^^book 
a(hall b^'fil^ iip 'by the officer who actually 
kept the watch at the ^il^e ihe observations 
were made, or as soon as possible after he 
is relieved ; and hiiir ihlt'ikls are to be at the 
same^'iffAe'enter^-iff ^e j^fop^r colamn 
0fp6^te ffa^-elhd'ijf Ids watch. 

« GiVctt'otia^lf itty liand, on board the 
^ <^" "OlSifcfeHai'kf Sea, Aiigust 21. 1818. 

"^>-'-l[^g«^)' "-"^ John Ross, Captain. 

,t.-h.>:> ii>''V-M^OtANDlt$k.- 

'^a ii4if\ aif ectiOhs,' th^t ' an order to 
the itB<y^e'>^ff^\haU^^' written in the be- 
^nnif)^ 'imd iei^rred id in the next page 



Iviii iNT»ODircTToar. 

of the Alexan^r's laig4)ook; and^^atijoii 
will cause the office? having the fotenooit 
watch, to bring you the Icfg^book &k ywet 
inspectid»« 

« Given, &c. August 21. 1818. 

(Signed) *^ John Ross, Captain, 

^* To Lieutenant Porryr 

• • * 

^^ By John Ross^ Esq.^ Commander of 
His Majesty 9 Sloop Isabellay and 
. , ,Senior QffLc^r, ^c. ^c. ^Q. 

f ^ ,Whweas the issuing of preaerved-ni««t 
and soups may be very conducive jdo tJh« 
pi;««3rsatioii. o£ the health of the shipi*' 

^^ ,You av€i hereby directed tp cause ^he 
purser of the a^lQop ypu Qommand^ to i^u&, 
a . proportion of one pound of preserved 
meat, and <1>P^ >poujQyd of. vegetable soup 
per*iftain^ a week; the former in li^u of salt 
beef and pork, the latter in addition to the 
established' allowaBca Iti regard to the 
igisjj«.^d Qj^fenditure of preserved meats, 
&c* you are to be guidod Jb^ the ip^truc^ 
tions furnisheSd by^rt^^ CkiBMBaw^ 
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TictttaUiOg His :Majesity'$^ Navy ; and fc 
so doi»gttbia «bdii be your wdet^ , 

^ Given under my hand, on boacd th 
Isabella, at sea, this ^.day c 
Sepj^pak?er, 181 a 
. ^ (Si^ed) ^ John Roes, Captair 
^^ To Lieut. Parry^ Alexander 

" By John Ross^ Esq.^ Captain of Hi 
Majesty 8 Sloop Isabella^ and Senioi 
Officer in the Arctic SeaSj ^: ^c. ^c. 

" In pursuance of directions from hij 
XiOrds Commissioners of the Adm&alty 
bearing date April 16. 1818, ^ ' 

^* You afre hereby required » and directed 
to cause one set of the additional warm 
slop-clothing to be issued, gratis^ to each 
of the seamen and marines serving on 
board the sloop you command ; and that 
^y further finrplus should be dbtarged, sub- 
ject to their Lordships' future comider- 
ation. 

^* Yours, &c., 
>'[''' JoHH Aoss, CBf^in^ 

" Sept. 21. 181& - ' 

^^ To lAeutmant Pa/ny^ ^c/' 
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** ^ot to. l^,^p^ unta. p?^ t^ the 
South of latitude 58° Nor^i 



riiii 



Majf^fg'f S^p,,.fyi^^^ffnd Senior 

Commissioner^j^ 1^ i^jnka^^fcoO 
. ^^ We, the undei^igned^ op herepy oer- 



tify, that we hav^e delivered, sealed^jup, all 
the logs, journals, and memoranda, we have 
kept on board the Isabella, or Alexander, 




y<mr arrival thei^A .pr any intermedj^f p,Qjr( 



IMTROIWCTIOK. 



you i!Aa^ti*^iii£^,to^ffig>«aer^ry of 
** Griven under mj haoid, on board 







(Sfcitp 'Alexander.** 



XBitC':cii:V£ 



"" 'V :-^ 




** Pursuant to the dire^lons of my Lo 

k«ive 'oH' ^ai Wdia fdS^^Jsa-'Mf^oJ 
pla<!y C^ mV^^ iipp?8a6li ^^kV'sSvi 




Ixii INTRODUCTION. 

marks da the shore^ consisting of white 
with a red cross, twelve feet north by contf- 
pass, of which a bottle will be found three 
feet under ground, containing information ; 
and, the Dorothea and Trent are required 
id do the same, should they pass before 
the Isabella and Alexander. 

" You are also informed, that a red over 
a blue ensign at the fore, is the private sig- 
nal at Columbia River. ^The Isabella is to 
remain at St Peter and St Piaul uutil the 
15th of October, and then to be founid at 
Owhyhee, refitting and wintering. 

** Given under my hand on board 
the Isabella, at the Nore, 20th 
. ' April, 1818. 

' (SKgned) "J. Row, Captain. 

r 

** To Coptmi Buehan^ 
Hk Majesty* s &iip Dorotkea^^ 
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R£NDS:2V0US BfiFERBED Ta 

r 

Cape Lisburne ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^, ^ 

Cape Mulgrave ^^0^^ jg^, j^, ^, ^ 

„• Vi tLat. efi°05'8(rN. 

^ ^P^. iLong. l«r 44' W W. 

Choukotehkoi CLat 64° 14' 30" N. 
Koss ILong. 173° 31' 00" W. 

• 

A *!. T> ^Lat. 53'00'3r'N, 

AwatskaBay JLong. i^o ^, 3^. ^as, 

Karakakooa BayJLart. 19° 28' 10" N. 



EXPLANATIONS OF SEA TERMS 
USED IN ICY SEAS, 



leeia^, aH nuulated mountain of kef. 
^ .RoM, » piece df ioe so large thititi 
extent cAnnot be seen. 

-. • * t ■ • • r ' 

A jPfoe^ a piece of ice of a considlerable 
siz^ but the extest dT which can be dis- 

tingniriied* 

Ji Piatdk^ a nurabar of pieoes of ice over- 

A^StntM^ a iMjinhBTof pieecg'o^icifg jjBi*' 
ing eadi ollicar m a rid^ on any pvtieiikr 
directioiK 

lA»9e Jkey a mnaber of pieces near eadh 
other, biit throa|^ wlddi the diip can 
make way* 

SaUmg Ice^ a nuiriber «(f |mom iU; a <&- 
taiice> M^kmit finr a di% l»he dble to bwt 
to windward among k. 
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^ Brash tce^ ice in a broken state, and 
such small pieces, that the ship can eas 
force throuj^h. . . ,^..,. . ,. , . 

cm tee, ice formed m tfieejirly part 
the samiiiAMoii'j'. ^^ v Q.??.^ ■ 
\ Bay- lee, ttewl)r-fbrmed ice, having tl 
colour of the water. 

Hummocks of /ce, lumps of ice thrown i 

j^eai^ /ce, that lj«(l^ch,,^. a,great depi 

.^ISffW^^W* ^°A »»: »oJ^,J^ ,aj?tatftt>f iJeca; 

-4} Lane^j^T^, Vein, a Bfuprowchiajinfil. bt 
tween two floes or fields. j^n .ur^ 

^e»^,i sy;5i;Qijp4^. ,wirtt 'i<^». ,"««b«*s >to b 
obliged to,f^|;i JBim^i^j^a 3^.,,,- 

^ Tongue, a piece projectingv^om th 
j^^,9f awi^ej^r 5.hi^^^n^r.,»^er. 

the Wer part of a field or ber|h jm^ ri» 

ice to the sea or mai^ i^M^' ffiFfEKPfl'^ ^^ 
nel) so as to be impassable. 
▼01. 1. d 
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Land /ce, ice attached to the sbpre 
which there is no channeL 

Sea Ice^ ice within which there 19 a sep^ 
ration from the land. 

Main Iccy a body of impene|;rable ipe 
dejtached jfrom the lancl> but immpvefible» 
and between which and thQ ioe ^ttfMi^hed t9i 

\m^ are ji^ and /<imei« 
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VOYAGE OF WSGOVERY 



TO 



THE ARCTIC iti;GION& 



CHAPTER 1. 

SAILING OF TKS BXFSfitttbK FROM THE RIVSR. - 
ARRIVAL AT, AND DXPARTl/RG FROM SHSTLAND. 

The nature and objects of the expeditic 
described in the following Journal, h. 
been so long familiar to the public, a 
were the cause of so much discussion I 
fore the sailing of the ships, that it is aim 
unnecessary to mention them. It is su 
dent to say that the main object was 
ascertain whether the bay, which had b 
so long laid down in our diarts as the 
suit of Bafl^'s discoverijes> had a real 
istence, or whether the deficiency of 
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2 A VOYAGE OP DISCOVERY 

April 18. Thames to ShetUnd. 

observations did not rather imply a hope^ 
that the coast would somewhere, through- . 
out its extent, be found discontinuous. In 
this hope was implied the solution of a 
question which had for a long period been 
agitated, and respecting which much anxiety 
has, even to the present hour, prevailed ; 
namely, whether a north-western passage 
existed through any part of this coast td 
the Pacific ocean ? The other objects of a 
more general nature, and the particular 
views entertained by the Admiralty on this 
subject, may be deduced from their lord- 
ships' instructions, which will be found in 
the Appendix, as the arrangements made 
for the voyage may be seen in the Preface. 
These arrangements, which were made 
with every attention to the comfort and 
health of the crews, and the ultimate sue- 
cess of the expedition, were completed 
about the middle of April, 1818; and on 
the 18th, His Majesty's Discovery Ships 
Isabella and Alexander^ selected for this 
service, the former commanded by myself^ 
the latter by Lieutenant W. E. Parry, 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 



April 50. Lorwick. 



ubder my orders, dropped down to < 
*leons. From the prevalence, however 
contrary winds while in the river, and 
sublsequent detention at Sheerness, for 
purpose of paying the crews an advanc 
three months' wages, it was not until 
2^h that our pilot left us off Cromer. 

The next day being Sunday, the sij 
was made for Divine service, which 
answered by the Alexander. The quai 
deck was fitted up with flags and ben( 
in the usual manner, and prayers were 
according to the forms established in 
Majesty's navy. The solemnity with w 
this service is always attended on boai 
a ship, was here more than usually cor 
imous and impressive, from the pros 
that was opening before us, and the ur 
tainty of the event with which a voyag 
this nature was likely to be accompai 
The wticles of war were afterwards i 
as is usual at the outset of every voj 
aiid all sail was then made to the norths 
with a freshening breeze. 

On the 30th we reached Lerwic 
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4 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERT 

Ma; 1. Bmw Sound, Sieduid. 

Shetland, where we found His Majesty's 
ship later, Captain Forrest, by whom we 
were mpst kindly replenished with water 
and provisions. Here too we were for- 
tunate in acquiring the addition to our 
establishment of an excellent seaman, who 
was discharged, at his own request, by 
Captain Oliver, from the Prince of Wales 
revenue cruizer, in order to join our expe- 
dition. He was accompanied by another 
yrfunteer, wlio did the duty of cook on 
board, and who was also a performer on 
the violin. This latter talent we often 
found of use in our operations of tracking 
the ship through the ice ; the severity of 
this labour being lightened by the character 
of amusement which was given to it, in 
consequence of the tracking party being 
always led by the musician. He also served 
to divert the people in those unoccupied 
hours when the spirits of seamen are apt 
to flag for want of ol^ects, or to be em- 
)U8 practices subversive 

< Esq., of Gardie, in 
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May 3. Brassa Sound, Shetland. 



Brassa Island, an old and intimate Men 
had been anxiously expecting us ; and, < 
our arrival, hasteined on board to offer tl 
accommodations ivhich his spacious ma 
sion afforded, for our astronomers and the 
instruments. This offer, together with 
hearty invitation to his house, was mc 
thankfully accepted; and we according 
landed, taking with us the clock, dippin 
needle and chronometers, and immediate 
began our observations. 

On die following morning, our first ca 
was to erect the portable observatory, 1 
the transit instrument and measure its el 
vation. Altitudes for time were obtainc! 
and I was gratified to find, by means of tl 
chronometers, that the longitude of Gard 
agreed with the observations I had mai 
on the same spot in 1815. 

This day the Dorothea and Trent, E i 
covery Ships, commanded by Capt . 
Buchan and Lieutenant Franklin, wh i 
-were to proceed by the east of Greenh ; 
for the Polar Passage, arrived; thelattei 

b3 



6 A V(J1PA;gE Ot DISCOVEUT 

May 2. Bnusa S(miid> ShetUmd. 

SO leaky a condition as to render it neces- 
sary to haul her on shore for repair. 

Captain Forrest, of the Ister, performed 
the same good offices for these ships as he 
had done for those under my command; 
and afforded every other assistance in his 
power, till he was obliged to leave us in 
obedience to his orders from the Admi- 
ralty. 

In getting under weigh, the Ister drop, 
ped so near to the shore that it became ne- 
cessary to anchor again, and when brought 
up she had only eighteen feet water under 
her stern. Her signal for assistance was 
promptly answered by our boats, and I had 
much satisfaction in witnessing the cool 
and zealous conduct of the officers and men 
employed on the occasion ; from whence I 
could fairly anticipate what their energies 
might effect in situations of greater hazard, 
to which we ourselves might hereafter be 
exposed. Anchors were laid out, and the 
frigate Was warped into a place of safety ; 
but she was unable to proceed to sea until 
the day after. 



TO THE ARCTIC BEGIONS. 7 

SSmj 2. BruM Sound, Shetbnd. 

At noon the weather was so cloudy th«t 
we vere disappointed iu our hopes of obr 
serving a tran«t; and, during the rest of 
the day, a party was busily engaged in 
making observations on the dip of the 
needle^ and on the intensity of the mag- 
netic force; while others amused themselves 
in searching for specimens of the animal, 
v^etable, and mineral kingdoms on the 
island. 

In the course of this day the Prince of 
Wales sailed, and by her I sent lettersi 
with an account of our proceedings to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

On the following morning the packet ar- 
rived from Leith, having on board, as a 
passenger. Doctor Hibbert; from whom 
we received a visit, as we also did . from 
Doctor Edmonstone, fmd from several 
friends, inhabitants of the island. 

On the following day, the observations 
on the dipping-needle and the dock were 
pursued, but the weather again disap- 
pointed us of a tnmsit; and, the wind 
coming round to the South, I determined 
B 4 
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to sail on the ensuing morning. Part of 
our apparatus was accordingly embark^ 
that evening, and a bullock, which the 
liberality of Mr. Mouat had spared us, was 
taken on board our ship. 

But I must not quit this scene of our 
early operations without offering my testi- 
mony to the zeal displayed by all the 
officers who were engaged in the obsier^m- 
tions. The ardour of the naturalists was 
also displayed in a mannerwhich excited the 
mirth of our friends in the island. A large 
piece of a back-bone was brought with 
great pains to Gardie, under the idea that 
it might possibly be part of the skeleton 
of a Mammoth ; but it proved to be that 
of a whale, as might have been expiected. 
It was not however our interest to dis- 
courage this warmth by indulging in ridi- 
cule, had the effects of the ignorance of our 
young naturalists been even more ludi- 
crous. 

The rest of our instruments having been 
brought off, at day-light, on the 3d of May, 
we prepared for sea ; and the signal waa 
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made for sailing. At eight o'clock, A. I 
we took leave of the Dorothea and Trei 
and our two ships, with a moderate bre^ 
of fair wind, stood out of the No 
Channel. 

After we were under sail, Mr.Mouat ca 
on board, anxious to assure us of 
warmest wishes for our success. It is i 
possible to express, in adequate terms, i 
high obligations we were under to t 
worthy friend ; and it will be readily 
Heved that we did not part without reg 
particularly as we were now on the pc 
of bidding adieu to the last vestige of 
native land, with a voyage of uncert 
length before us ; and it was not with he; 
unmoved that we left these shores. 

At noon we passed within Whal 
Island, and from thence through the Soi 
of Yell, the wind favouring us in ev 
winding of the channel ; and at tb 
o^dock the Pilot left us^ bearing our ft 
well to our families and friends. 
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CHAP. 11. 

CONTINUATION OF THE VOYAGE. ^- OLOF KRAMER'S 
SHOAL, — EXISTENCE OF THE SUNKEN LAND OF 
BUSS DOUBTED. — SIGHT OF THE FIRST ICEBERG. — 
ARRIVAL AT DAVIS'S STRAIT. — OBSERVATIONS ON 
CHRONOMETERS* 

The. remainder of the 3d of May ^ and the 
several following days, were not marked 
by any occurrences of moment as far as re^^ 
garded our ultimate operations, and will 
therefore be slightly passed over. 

We steered W. N. W. by the compass^ 
from the rock of Stour Holme, in order to 
make allowance for southerly winds, which 
were to be expected in our course to Cape 
Farewell* General orders relating to dis- 
cipline^ and to the accomplishment of sci*- 
eati&c objects, were issued to both ships. 

On the 4th we saw a strange sail, proba- 
bly an American^ which passed to windward 
without noticing us. 

The Isabella having run considerably a* 
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head of her consort, during a breeze tl 
sprung up, almost approaching to a ga 
we hove to ; when the weather moderatin 
we had leisure for sounding, but found i 
bottom in one hundred and fifty fathoms. 
Some observations on the temperatui 
of the air, and on the specific gravity an 
temperature of sea-water, together with th 
result of experiments made by the self-re 
^tering thermometer, and on water dniwi 
up by the bottle contrived for this pur- 
pose, were regkltted in the meteorolog^l 
journal. 

In the evening of the 5th we communi- 
cated with the Alexander, in order to share 
with the crew Mr. Mouat's bullock : ve 
found she had shipped much water, though, 
fortunately, without receiving any material 
damage- 
Continuing our course, we came,^ on the 
8th of May, to the spot where a bank is 
laid down in Steel's chart, as discovered by 
Olof Kramer^ but we could find no sound- 
ings in one hundred and thirty fathoms, 
any where on, or pear the place. 
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At this time among . oliier poavisioiis of 
shelter against the inclemency of high lati- 
tudes, our carpenter was , busied in makiQg 
what the sailors call a crowVnest This 
is a kind of hurricane^hpuse, fixed at the 
mast-head, to soreen the look-out men from 
the weather ; its form is cylindrical, and 
the entrance is through a trap-door at the 
bottom, on which the man within after- 
wards stands. 

From the 9th to the 16th our progress 
was much impeded by contrary winds, ge- 
nerally from the west ; but being somewhat 
variable, we took advantage of every occa- 
sion to Hi^ake tacks. There were jfew oc- 
currences of . consequence. We had, how- 
evei:, during these days, many favourable 
opportunities of making observations on 
the variation of the compass and on the 
chronometers, in which the two ships gene- 
rally agreed pretty well. 

Lieutenant Parry's hydrometer ,not being 
constructed so as to give the specific gravity 
of water by one observation, he supplied 
the deficiency by calculation. The azimuth 
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and Jennings's compasses were sent from 
the Isabella on board of his ship, and I 
had reason' to believe that a difference 
which appeared on this comparison, of at 
least three quarters of a point in the course 
of the ships, must rest with the compasses. 
I^ therefore made trial of several, and 
found that Jennings's insulated compass 
was the medium between all. 

At one o'clock P. M., on the 16th, a 
light breeze sprung up from the eastward, 
atfd gradually increased till the evenipg, 
while the barometer rose, as is usually the 
case in easterly winds. We steered at first 
N. W. by N. ; but finding our latitude only 
57"* we altered our course to N. N. W. 

The morning of Sunday, the 17th, broke 
delightfully, with pleasant, clear, invigora- 
ting breezes. Divine service was perform- 
ed, and a sermon read to the ship's com- 
pany ; and as the division of the crew into 
three watches afforded much leisure time 
ftfr reading, I distributed some religious 
tracts among the men. 

At noon we found ourselves exactly in 
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the latitude of the sunken land of Buss, as 
it is laid down in some charts, namely, 57** 
28'' N, ; and being desirous of determining 
whether such a bank really existed in long. 
29^ Ai5\ we altered our course, being then 
in SS"" 20^ to N. W., for the purpose of as- 
certaining the fact. We made all sail a- 
head, kept a good look-out, with the lead 
constantly going ; and, at sun-set, being 
near the spot, shortened sail, and hove to, 
in order to sound; but no bottom was found 
in one hundred and eighty fathoms. Our 
sounding was repeated every four miles, 
with no better success ; and when the Alex- 
ander came up with us, being then thirty 
miles past the spot marked out for this 
sunken bank, we made sail, but still kept 
the lead constantly going. • 

The existence of this bank has long been 
doubted by the itiasters df Gteenlandmen, 
and it is certainly not to be found where 
it has been laid down in the charts. 
Various tales respecting it were related by 
some of the people on boatd ; but it appear- 
ed on comparing their testimonies, that no 
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soundings had ever been actually reachc 
I am more inclined to imagine, that whi 
ships have been struck in this quarter I 
heavy seas, the shocks have erroneous 
been attributed to this imaginary phoal* 

Early next morning the weather y9 
fair; but about seven o'clock the wii 
veered to the westward, and it grew ha2 
We continued our soundings, but witho 
finding ground ; and held on constantly 
the same paraDel of latitude. An uproot 
tree without branches, measuring tbr 
feet seven inches in length, was picked u 
It ai^>eared to have been long at sea, ai 
pieces of it were preserved. 

Moff 19. — This day the wind was fa 
but the weather thick and unpleasant. Fes 
ing that the ships might part in the fogs th 
appeared then beginning to set in, I itm 
signal of my intention to steer N. \ 
byN. 

In the course of the day , I receive 
Lieutenant Parry'p Weekly .Report, ai 
found that his chronometers differed fro 
o^ giving twete Hules teher E^ 
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His ol;>servations also of the sun and moon, 
which had before agreed exactly, were 
twenty miles west of our chronometers and 
lunar observations. From the latter agree- 
ing so much better with each other than 
his, I was confirmed in my opinion of the 
accuracy of our own observations. . 

The progress made in the use of Captain 
Kater's altitude instrument reflected great 
credit on the skill and perseverance of 
Lieutenant Parry and Mr. Bisson ; but we 
never could succeed in observing altitudes 
by the whirling horizon of Troughton. 

That instrument is otherwise known, by 
the name of the Nautical top, and had been 
ixiftterially improved by that ingenious artist 
since its first invention in the last ceiitury 
by Mr. Serscm. In the state in which we 
bad it, it consisted of a cylinder of brass 
of about four inches in diameter, hollow, 
woA covered at the top by a plate of black- 
iined glass, in which the observed object 
1N» reflected. 8ince its return, an im- 
proVCTiient lias been made in it, by attacb- 
ing to it a solid ring of brass by means of 
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four arms, and by giving to it, instead of a 
cylindrical form, that of an inverted frustrcrm 
of a cone, the base of which is six inches 
in diameter. The top i^ put in motiori by 
a train of wheels connected with a winch, 
from which it in detached as soon as it has 
acquired its velocity, which is calculated^ 
f6r the circun^rence of the base, at 30 
lAiles in the' hour. 

The principle on which this instrument 
was founded is, that the upper surface of 
any similar body thus spun, wiU place 
itself in the horizontal plafite. It was also 
im^^ned that this horizontal position v/as 
not disturbed by any inclination of the 
base on which such a spinning4x>p was 
placed. In our practice, however^ this did 
not turn out to be the case ; the motions of 
the ship produckig sensible deviations in 
tbis respect, amounting in some cases to 
30 minutes of a degree. Nor was our 
machine so perfect as to be divested of 
those latej^ vibrations^ which produced a 
tremulous^ object, ^d whi^ consequenrtly 

VOL. I. e 
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rendered it difHcuIt to determine the con- 
tact with accuracy. 

In the afternoon of this day a piece of 
blubber was picked up by the Alexander,, 
belonging probably, as its colour denoted, to 
a whale that had been killed ; and Lieute- 
nant Parry supposed, as it was too early in 
the season to have come from a homeward- 
bound ship, that it had drifted down Davis's 
Strait, or between Iceland and Greenland. 
It was, however, my opinion that it bad. 
remained on some piece of ice, near Ice- 
land perhaps, throughout the winter, and 
had thus been preserved in a frozen state, 
till the thaw took place. 

A difference in the variation on board of 
the two ships was observed this day ; but 
it had probably arisen from the influence 
of a spare anchor, which was stowed within 
a few feet of the compasses in the Alex- 
ander. 

I now became anxious, in case of the 

. two ships parting cftnpany, that the track 

I intended to pursue should be known ^ 
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and I therefore sent the following notice 
Lieutenant Parry : — 

To pass the lat. of 58*" N* in long. 46"* 

Ditto 59^ 52 

Ditto 60^ 54 

Ditto er 56 

Ditto 62*^ • 57 

and in that longitude to make a north cou 

until we reached latitude 67°; lastly, 

steer direct for Love Bay in Disco Island. 

Each ship showed a light this evenii 

and, with a Httle management, contini 

to keep company very well. 

During the four following days we i 
perienced almost every variety of weath 
On the 20th we saw a cormorant, anc 
bird much like a duck, being the first bii 
of the kind we had seen since we had ] 
Shetland. Our sails received some damj 
on the 21st, in a gale of wind, which n 
derated the day after, and we had cL 
weather. 

On the 23d we continued our course 
the northward ; and though the atmosph^ 
was again clouded, we were able to purs 

G 2 
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our observations; 8is usual. This eveniilg I 
remarked the appearance of a current, and 
the niext day k was ascertained by hoisting 
out our boat, that it set W.N.W. (true), 
running at the rate of a quarter of a mile 
an houn 

We proceeded on the 24th with: a favour- 
able breeze, which had been increasing 
since the night before, and became fixed at 
seven in the morning at S.E. All sail was 
set and we went before the wind. The 
N.W. current was still manifest j but, being 
unwilling to delay our course, I did not 
try its strength, contenting myself with 
committing to the waves^ enclosed in a 
small copper cylinder, one of the papers 
furnished by the Admiralty, containing a 
reqiieirt in six European languages, that 
wherever found, the time and place might 
be noted, and the contents of the vessel 
sent to the Secretary of the Adndiralty* 
These languages were the English, French^ 
German, Spanish, Danii^, and Russian. 
The latitude, longitude, and variation bet- 
ing inserted, it was carefully soldered in, and 
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thrown over-board, in latitude 58*" 13' 38 
North, and longitude 46'' 15' 45" West 
with every chance of a long voyage. 

Observations for the dironometers anc 
the latitude were taken ; but it was toe 
cloudy for observing the lunar distances 
The «hip being steady, we made observa 
tions by Lockwood's dipping-needle, bui 
without any satisfactory results ; the loca 
attraction of the ship being so great as tc 
disturb the position of the needle in this 
and in all other instances where the same 
attempts were made. At seven o'clock 
having run forty-two miles since noon, the 
Isabella had an offing of above one hun- 
dred miles from the nearest part of Green- 
land, and we altered the course to N. N. W 

At eight in the evening, the weathei 
growing thick, with every presage of a gale 
we double-reefed top-sails, and shortened 
sail for the Alexander. I gave strict order? 
for the men to be placed on the look-out 
Bxid to hail every ten minutes, as we wen 
passing up the straits, where icebergs mighi 
}>e expected. 

Q 3 
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May 26.-- During the night our light had 
not been seen from the Alexander, and she 
was far astern. We shortened sail till noon, 
when she came up with us. The course 
was altered to north, by the wind, and we 
had opportunities of making observations 
for the chronometers. By these we found 
that the latitude agreed ; but we had been 
set by the current a few miles to the west^ 
ward. 

At two o'clock on this day, we had the 
first sight of an iceberg, covered with snow, 
bearing N.N.K, at a distance of eight or 
nine miles. From a calculation made by 
means of comparison between two objects, 
it appeared to be about forty feet in height, 
and a thousand feet long. 

Imagination presented it in many gro- 
tesque forms : at one time it looked 
something like a white lion and a horse 
rampant, and served to amuse the sailors, 
who naturally enough shaped it into the 
lion and unicorn of the King's arms, and 
were accordingly delighted with the notion 
of good luck which it seemed to them to 
augur* 
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It is hardly possible to imagine any thing 
more exquisite than the variety of tints 
which these icebergs display ; by night as 
well as by day they glitter with a vividness 
of colour beyond the power of art to repre- 
sent. While the white portions have the 
brilliancy of silver, their colours are as va- 
rious and splendid as those of the rainbow ; 
their ever-changing disposition producing 
effects as singular as they were to us new 
and interesting. 

In the evening the weather was clear, and 
there was no ice in sight from the mast- 
' head. The thermometer fell at night to 
36°. 

On the 27th, in the morning, I was en- 
abled to take excellent lunar observations, 
which agreed with our chronometers, and 
also with the observations which were 
taken by Lieutenant Parry. On comparing 
my observations with his report, the varia- 
tion appeared to be 48° with the ships' 
heads north. The Alexander's chronome- 
ters, however, did not agree by about thirty 
miles with ours, in consequence of which 

c 4 
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Lieutenant Parry was dissatisfied with 
them, and determined to give fhem new 
r^etes from the 1st of June. 

.On the 28th of May the weather was 
thick and clou4y5 but not enough to con- 
ceal several jcehergs, which appeared in 
sight We had a fine steady breeze and 
smooth water, till eight in the evening, 
when the wipd changed to tjbe southward 
and cpntinued jn that quarter all the night 
As we now hourly expected to fall in with 
the ice, we kept the Alexander near us 
and carried the sail most proper for ma-, 
noeuvring to avoid it, should we fall in with 
any in the haze, or during the night. The 
courses were hauled up, the topsails were 
double-reefed, and the top-gallant sails set 
over them. 

Another popper cylinder, with a de,tail of 
our situation, was thrown overboard, in la- 
titude 61'' N., ajad Ipngitude 53° 25\ near 
a very large iceberg, which we passed at 
nine P.M. It apparently drifted to the 
westward, though we could perceive ng; 
current 
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May 51. LaL 63^ 53'. Long. 5^ GST. Var. 57^ W. 

There w^s sp little darkness during any 
part^of this night, that the features of the 
people on the forecastle were distinctl)^ 
visible from the quarter-deck. At three 
in the morning (29tb) it began to snowj 
aqd continued through the day. We 
saw little icie : the thickness of the weather, 
indeed, limited our view to about two 
miles round us, gud prevented our taking 
any observations. About one P. M. the 
Alexander made a signal for an iceberg to 
the eastward, but we could not discern it 
through the falling snow. 

Sunday 9 May 31. — Several floes of ice 
were seen, chiefly in a state of decay: the 
large iceberg, however, which we had 
passed, was entire. It consisted, apparent- 
ly, of three parts^ the uppermost being o\ 
indurated snow, and the rest opaque, with 
a blueish transparent vein^^which intersected 
it horizontally. It presented on one side 
a precipice about eighty-five feet in heights 
gradually declining to about fifteen : the cir- 
cumference appeared to beabout twelvie hun- 
dried feet, and, except at the snowy top> it had 
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much the appearance of a rock, with the 
addition of the peculiar brightness before 
described. This day the church service was 
performed, and a sermon read, as usual. 
Something like land was seen in the even- 
ing, but without distinctness. The tempe- 
rature of the air was 28°, and that of the 
water at the surface 32°. 

Being the last day of the month, I made 
preparations for summing up all the com- 
parisons of the different chronometers, in 
order to determine their rates for the en^ 
suing month. The results were as follows : 
-^Earnshaw's, No. 1024, which had been 
daily compared with six others, was found 
to continue gaining, at its original rate, one 
second each day on mean time for the 
month of May. This had been proved by 
observations taken at Shetland, and from 
several sets of lunar observations made by 
different persons on board of the Isabella and 
Alexander ; ' it agreed also with the mean 
of the seven chronometers. Its original 
rate, therefore, of one second per day, was 
considered to be established, and carried to 

i6 
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the month of June. In like manner, Earn- 

shaw, No. 815, was found to increase its 

rate from 54" to one second each day 

Arnold's chronometer, No. 369, was founc 

to be fast of mean time at Greenwich 

12^ 18' , and to be gaining 5 5 per day 

Parkinson's and Frodsham's, No. 228, wa 

found to have kept, during May, a steady 

rate of 12' 5'" a day, and to be fast o 

Greenwich 9^ 24 . Arnold's, No. 25, whei 

compared with Earnshaw's two chronome 

ters, and the means of the rest, and als* 

with the result of lunar observations, wa 

found to have preserved a steady rate c 

4" per day, and to be 1^ 10 ' fast of mea 

time at Greenwich. All these, resting o 

equal proofs, were respectively allowed ft 

in the following month. Arnold's pocki 

chronometer, probably from its glass bein 

broken, had not settled to any rate; bi 

having been repaired, I began to weal* 

in my pocket at this time. Thus ended tl 

month of May. 
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raOGRESS UP the straits. OBSERVATIONS. — INTER* 

COURSE WITH THE NATIVES. — DIFFICULTIES IN THE 
ICE. — ICEBERGS. — ARRIVAL AND DETENTION AT 
WATGATT. 

Jime 1. The weather during this day was 
moderate an4 cloudy, but towards the even- 
ing it became calm and delightfully serene. 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of these 
summer evenings, while the length to which 
they are protracted is no less surprising to 
those to whom these regions are new. The 
contrast between the warm yellow tints of 
the sky, and the cold blue of the land and 
the floating ice, is equally striking; the 
whole presenting the appearance of summer 
inidi the reality of winter. 

The variation was found tp be about 58'' 
W. when the ship's head was N. E. by E., 
and the calculations on the rates of the 
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chronoinetersy which I had made, were car- 
ried to account 

On the 2d of this month some light 
and variable breezes sprang up, attended 
by occasional falls of rain and snow. 
Whenever the breeze became fair every 
advantage was taken of it, and in the course 
of the day we fell in with a large stream of 
loose ice« Towards noon much fieldi-ice 
was seen towards the North, and we 
were compelled to change our course to 
avoid it, tacking twice before we could clear 
the outermost floe. At nine in the even- 
ing the wind fell, but not till we had passed 
through a stream of this ice. The Alex- 
ander, sailing much worse than the Isabella, 
was far astern, and cleared it with some 
difficulty. 

The sea-birds were! not numerous, but a . 
few of the peterel genus ^and of the smaller 
auk were shot. Several seals were also 
seen, together with a bottle-nosed whale. 

In the former part of the day, about 
noon, being then in latitude dS"" and longi- 
tude 56"" 30^, a paper in the several Ian-* 
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guages before-mentianed, and describing 
our situation, was enclosed in a bottle, and 
dropped into the sea ; for the purpose, as 
was explained on it, " of determining the 
" current from Davis's Strait: var. 57° West, 
** the water smooth, and no perceptible 
" current ; several icebergs and pieces of 
" loose ice seen near the place ; and no 
^ soundings in four hundred and fifty fa- 
" thorns : Alexander in company, steering 
^^ N.E. by E. by compass." 

It was erroneously imagined that we had 
been set towards the west by a strong cur- 
r^[it since the morning, and the boat was 
hoiisted out to ascertain the fact, but no ef- 
feet of a current was appuent ; we after-* 
wards di^scovered that the idea originated 
in the observers having read oflP a wrong 
. degree from the sextant, in the afternoon's 
altitudes for the chronometers. 

On the following day we had a fresh 
breeze against us. The snow was still fall- 
ing, and it felt extremely cold, the thermo- 
meter in the air being at 29^, and in the 
water 3V. The bwometer stood at 29^ 4t. 
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At one P.M- we saw the land to thq soutl 
of Coquin's Sound, where Baffin was sai< 
to have landed o|i his return from his la§ 
vpyage. It bore from E. by N. to South 
hieing about fifty mil(^ distant, according t 
the judgment of th« master who had fre 
qtiently seen it ; though to me it appeare< 
pot more than thirty-eight miles. W< 
tackled and sounded in forty-five fathoms 
abput forty miles from the shore. Severa 
large icebergs were passed this day ;. and a 
tvo P.M. we threw over-?board a paper si 
milar to the last. 

, June 4.-^The wind, from being moderate 
became squally at noon. We tacked ti 
avoid the field-ice, and .standing £.S.£. h^< 
no soundings, but discovered land frou 
East to S.E. about fifty-five miles distant 
We then sounded and found bottom in se 
venty fathoms. A large icebeirg was seei 
to the W.S.W. a-ground) and as the deptl 
of water was here so considerable, it mua 
h^ve been of great size. At two P.M. 
when we thought ourselves, about forty-fiv 
miles from lftnd„ vfe sounded in fifty fa 
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thorns, and the mud machine brought up a 
piece of coral. Another copper cylinder, 
with the usual notice, was thrown over- 
board this day. It was here apparent that 
there could be no current, for the ship, not- 
withstending she made a point and half lee- 
way, gained a few miles to windward. As 
the difference of the ship's course between 
the larboard and starboard tacks was only 
91 points instead of 12, I was led to be- 
lieve that the deviation occasioned by the 
ship's attraction was considerable, and in 
order to obtain its proportions, I observed 
the azimuth with the ship's head on di^r- 
ent directions, and made the signal to the 
Alexander to do the same. These observ- 
ations completely proved that my suspicions 
were well founded ; and it hence appeared 
to me, that in order to determine the true 
course steered, it would always be necessary 
to observe an azimuth on that course. - In 
this instance, for example, on one tack, the 
variation appeared to be six, while on the 
other it was only four points. It was there- 
fore obvious that the deviation caused by 
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the local attraction of the ship producer 
different influence on the variation of 
needle, according to the p^bsition of 
head. As these were the first observati 
on this subject that I had occasion to mi 
during the voyage, the numerous dii^urb 
causes which influence the action of 
ship's magnetic power on the needle 
iK>t yet appear, and it was only in sul 
quent parts of our progress that the incrc 
of my experience led to the conclusi 
which will be found detailefd in the App 
dix in a scientific form, and in so ful 
njtanner, as to render any vety partici 
notice of them unnecessary in the progi 
of the narrative. 

For the present, taking my rules fi 
the effects actually observed j I allowed 
points for standing to the North and W« 
and four points and a half for standing 1 
and Souths 

His Majesty's birth-day was celebrj 
with, the usual ceremony of hoisting cot 
and flags, but it blew too fresh for salut 

During the night the wind freshened ' 
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considerably) and continued to blow through 
the early part of the next day. Several 
enormous icebergs were seen to leeward 
and a few to windwiard. We had to tack 
again this day, to escape falling in with the 
field-ice. At noon, in longitude SS"" Kf^ 
by chronometer, land was seen at the dis* 
tance of about sixty miles. The Isabella 
had a narrow escape in attempting to me&r- 
tl^r a piece of ice, which we just bore up 
for in time, and, as good fortune would 
have it, we received no other injury than a 
slight graze on our weather bow. 

Having this day gained three miles in 
latitude, notwithstanding the wind was 
against us and we made a point and a half 
leeway, it seemed evident that there could 
be no current here, as our instructions had 
led us to expect. 

At one P. M., land was descried, about 
forty-five miles South of Queen Anne's 
Cape. The Master said that they resem- 
bled the mountains on the coast of NdrWay, 
which may be seen at a distance of sixty or 
seventy miles, The weather being clear. 
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we had good observations for our chnmc 
meters this day : as also for the dip of thi 
horizon by the dip-sector ; which we foimm 
to be less by 4' 14' than in Rio's Tables, 
I here gave orders that in future^ when an 
ieeb^rg, or any' remarkable object was seen, 
it lihould be exactly set by the compass itn^ 
mediately before and after tacking. 

The following day my orders were car- 
ried into effect, with respect to a large iee^ 
b^rg, which was seen as we were standing 
in towards a stream of ice, the main ice 
being visible at a distance^ Before we 
tacked, at 2 P-M., the berg bore N, by £•, 
but immediately afterwards N. by W., thu? 
showing the amount of the deviation of 
the compass to be equal to two points; We 
had to encounter with ice several times in 
the course of the day. In the evening, it 
was seen extending from S.E. round to 
S.W., and as fer as N. W. We tacked close 
in with it, and observed, that when our 
ship's head was North by the compass^^a 
hummock of ice rising in the field bore 
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North ; but when her head was aboiit 
£.S.£m the same hummock bore N^W^iW,; 
making a diflPerence of three points and a 
half, which could only have been occa- 
sioned by the local attraction of the iron in 
the ship. Soft green mud was brought lip 
on sounding in three hundred fathoms, dur^ 
ing a calm, at seven o'clock. A boat was 
here anchored to try for a current, but none 
was perceptible, and so far, therefore, none 
of the currents which we had been led to 
expect had yet been found. 

From Lieutenant Parry's report, the 
Alexander's chronometers appeared to have 
gone at a more steady rate than heretofore. 
A deviation of two points in the Alexan- 
der's compasses was supposed to have been 
occasioned by the side lamps having iron 
in their construction. 

A bottle was this day thrown overboard, 
containing a paper with the usual remarks. 
The variation by azimuth, with the ship's 
head East, was 59"^ 3(y West. At midnight 
the wind came round from the North to 
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S.W,, and we steered N.E. by E., allow! 
five points variation, to make our coui 
true North. 

At eight in the morning, Sunday the 7t 
.several pieces of ice were in sight, and tl 
day was marked with the customary ol 
servance of divine worship. 

During the forenoon we fell in with 
stream of ice, which obliged us to steer I 
by N. At half past four we had much dii 
ficulty in weathering a point of fixed ice 
we succeeded, however, by means of push 
ing through several streams and packs o: 
heavy ice, in the midst of a considerable 
swell that added to the danger of our situa- 
tion. A gale then came on, and we dose- 
reefed our topsails. The land was seen 
about eleven, bearing S. E. by E., at a dis- 
tance of forty miles ; and at midnight we 
sounded in fifteen fathoms, when I judged 
we were about seven leagues from the Sa- 
vage Islands. There was here the appear- 
ance of a tide, but as it blew- hard we had 
no opportunity of trying its strength. 

On the 8th we had strong gales, and 
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clbudy weather, steering various courses 
along the land, to avoid the field-ice and 
the bergs, which were now numerous, float- 
ing about us in all ^directions. We conti- 
nued to proceed northward, and, at four^ 
made out the Romel Fort and Savage 
Islands. Though we were in fifteen fathoms 
for four hours, the master thought the land 
was distant twenty-five miles. It was thus 
evident that some bank or sihoal exists in 
this place, and it is not improbable that it 
will be found to reach all the way from this 
point to the shore. At nine, seeing fixed 
ice from the mast-head extending from 
the knd, we hauled to the tiorthward 
by compass, making a West course, and 
steered between the grounded icebergs, 
among packs and streams of ice. One of 
the icebergs was three hundred and twenty- 
five feet high, and twelve hundred feet in 
length; a torrent of water was running 
down its ^ide. 

Towards noon thick weather came on, 
and at two we stood to the Southwd^rd, in 
order to Avoid the fast ice, which we found 
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ext^iding from S. E., by N. E, to N. ^ 
Sefore this we had seen Wild Islands, wi 
other land, which we took for Kirb^ 
Island. 

During the whole of this day we we 
plying among drift ice. In the evening y 
had moderate wjeather. I here pursued n 
observation of objects before and after tac 
ing9 and found a deviation in the comps 
of three points in the morning, and t\ 
and a half in the evening. At eleven 
night, after a fall of snow, the weath 
cleared up ; and the master being of oj 
Aion that there was no passage, exce 
close to the Greenland coast, we made s 
find pushed through drift ice, making an 
by N. course, as near to the land as the i 
would allow. 

June 9, — ^The weather continuing moc 
ratei we ran by the edge of the fixed i' 
sailing along it till we approached the lai 
where we found it closely joined j. and 
water being to be seen over it from < 
mMtrheady we made fast to an iceberg 
convenient height, which waa aground n< 
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two small islands, that we supposed to He 
off North Bay. The weather. proving fine 
and clear, and deeming it expedient to go 
on shore, I directed Lieutenant Parry^ 
and the Alexander's officers, to bring their 
instruments on the iceberg ; where we all 
took excellent observations. 

Some native Eskimaux came off to vm^ 
aind we learnt from them that this berg had 
remained aground in the same place since 
the last year. . They also informed us, 
that the ice was close all the way from 
thence to Disco, and that no ship had yet 
got up thither. We made our informers 
several presents; hoping, that in returni 
they would bring off some supplies of 
game and water-fowl for the ships' crews. 

The two ships were swung in opposite 
directions, to ascertain the difference be- 
tween the compasses on board, at eadi 
point, and those on the iceberg. The ob-^ 
nervations that were made, and the con- 
sequences deducible from them, will be 
found in the article on the jbviation of 
the needle, which is placed in the AppetK 
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dix, which renders it unnecessary to dwell 
on them at present 

Various stones and a stratum of gravel 
were found on this iceberg, specimens of 
which were collected. Several rare birds 
also ware killed on it, and the skins pre- 
served. 

During the night we ascertained the rise 
and fall of water to be four feet in neap 
tides ; and the currents to be about half a 
mile an hour on the flood and ebb: the 
latter setting to the south two hours before 
higb water. The iceberg was neaped at 
four feet, but there were marks on it indi- 
cating that the water had reached four feet 
hi^er. 

At midnight I obtained the latitude by 
the altitude of the sun, and found it to be 
68° 28'; the observed altitude was but 
1** 32' ; yet the result of this observation 
corresponded within one mile of that ob- 
tained from the observation previously 
taken on the meridian. / 

. Ea^ly in the morning I took the neces- 
sary. measures for surveying the place more 
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exactly. The officers, who had been sent 
to sound and take angles for this purpose, 
found a harbour, and an excellent road, 
within the nearest island; but, the ice 
happening to move from the N.E., the 
boats were recalled, and we cast off from 
the berg to avoid being beset. A main 
body of ice appeared to stretch off from 
the land to the westward, and Disco island 
was seen for a time from the summit of the 
iceberg, but was soon obscured by a fog. 

As we stood off to the westward, I sent 
a party to get the meridian altitude, by an 
artificial horizon, from an iceberg, which 
bore nearly due west from the other. This 
was obtained, and the results agreed with 
our midnight latitude, as well as with those 
of the observations taken on board. 

In the afternoon the weather thickened^ 
and after running three miles toward the 
south, we discovered a channel of clear 
water stretching to the westward. We 
forced the ship through the intervening 
ice, and got into it ; and continued all 
day and night beating to windwacd» 
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through numerous pieces of ice, that were 
all drifting to the north and south by the 
tide, which, in shore, was running to the 
northward, and in the offing, in the oppo- 
site direction. The weather was moderate, 
but foggy, and in the evening cloudy. 

Next day the weather continued mo- 
derate, and, seeing no clear water to the 
northward, we bore up under all sail to 
the westward. A seal, weighing, eight 
hundred and fifty pounds, was shot, and 
yielded thirty gallons of oiL A descrip- 
tion of this animal, among other subjects 
appertaining to natural history, will be 
found in the Appendix, to which the greater 
number of these observations have been 
referred throughout this work, to avoid 
interrupting the course of the narrative. 

At noon we fell in with several ships em- 
ployed in the whale fishery ; one of them 
belonging to Dundee, the rest to Hull. 
They liad all been successful. From the 
master of one of these ships, the Bruns- 
^ wick of Hull, we gained intelligence that 
he had been in the bay to the westward of 
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Disco ; where, according to the chart, there 
is " good anchorage." He had also seen 
Hare Island, and conjectured there was a 
good deal of clear sea about it. He had 
got into and out of South-East Bay, be- 
tween two floes of ice. The whole bay 
between Dog and Whale Islands was co- 
vered with ice. The governor of the 
Whale Islands" had informed him, that the 
ice had broken up, and froze again, no less 
than three times this season. He had not 
seen James's Island. He thought that, the 
sea north of Disco might, before the time 
of our conference, have been clear, and 
that a passage to the North along the 
eastern shore was feasible. This ship had 
only that morning got clear of the ice, in 
which she and several others had been pent 
up for fourteen days, and they left four 
still beset. This fleet of whalers was seen 
running through the channel from whence 
we had come, in hopes of jfinding a passage. 
After parting with this vessel our ships 
stood on a little, more to the west, and 
then to the south; but, finding the ice 
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firm, we tacked, and returned towards our 
old position, which alone appeared to be 
clear of ice. At midnight, the weather 
being very thick, the Isabella was made 
fast to an iceberg, and the Alexander 
hauled alongside. 
• The next morning we had some good 
'^azimuths, and obtained the sun's altitude 
by reflection, on the iceberg ; but, as this 
island acquired motion when the wind 
freshened, it then became of no use to us. 
From the mate of one of the whalers, 
called the Venerable, who came on board 
with a chronometer for the purpose of ob- 
taining the Greenwich time, I learnt that 
his vessel had also been in Disco Bay, with 
others, some of which were still beset in 
the ice. He did not think any vessel had 
succeeded in getting to the north of Disco. 
At 3, P. M., it became somewhat clearer; 
and a breeze springing up from the north- 
east, we cast off from the iceberg, and 
sailed to windward among pieces of heavy 
ice. At four o'clock, we saw the five 
whalera which had gone to the eastward, 
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ten miles North of the place where we had 
been: finding no passage, they were re- 
turning to the pool in which we then were# 
At seven, it grew quite clear ; and the 
island of Disco was plainly seen bearing 
E. by N. ; we also saw seven ships beset 
by the ice, in South-East Bay. This ice, 
however, appeared open to the north-east, 
and then seejned to turn towards the part 
of South Bay where these ships were 

lying- 

I here buried a bottle, inclosing remarks, 

in an iceberg, ascertained to be in latitude 
68' 15' north, longitude 54' 10' west- 

The following day we were continually 
working through quantities of pack ice *^ 
some of the pieces being full half an acre 
in dimensions, and drawing from five U> 
ten &thom8 water. Other smaller pieces 
were crowded together in such a manner, 
as to leave large holes and interstices among 
them ; and through these we were con- 
stantly obliged to tack, warp, and tow the 
ships along^ while the six strange vessels* in 
company wea?e employed in the slame way* 
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About eleven we got into clear water, 
having passed the bar of broken ice which 
extended westward, from the land between 
Savage and North-bay Islands, to the field, 
or fast ice. At noon the centre of Disco 
Island bearing N.E., we had clear weather, 

i 

and the water, as fer as could be discerned 
frscKcn the mast-head, appeared to be clear; 
Towards the afternoon fresh breezes of ad- 
verse wind sprung up, and in the even- 
ing the weather was foggy. Signal gu)>s 
were* fired for the Alexander, which was 
not in sight, and we found a weak tide 
setting alternately into and out of Disco 
Bay, toward which we were standing. 

June 14, — The morning was foggy, but 
at 5 o'clock it cleared away, and several 
sfdl were in sight near us. 

About six we ran close to the largest of 
several Islands placed in the entraiice of 
Disco Bay, which is called Whafe Islands 
This is apparently six miles in length, form- 
ed of a black rugged sterile roek^ of con- 
fioderable elevation, but low when com|>ared 
with the huge mountains of Disco, which 
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were seen over it It has a good harbour, 
which has three entrances, but the best is 
pointed out by a flag-staff, and is on the 
S. W, quarter. 

This island is called by the Danes Kron 
Prins Island, and is in lat. 63^ 54' N. and 
long. SS"" 30' W. Its inhabitants consist 
of the governor of the factory, his wife and 
children, together with six Danes, and an 
hundred Eskitnaux, who are employed 
during the season in catching seals and 
whales : we found however that they had 
not yet takai any of the latter. Our chief 
object in communicating with this factory, 
since it could be done without loss of time, 
was to gain information respecting the 
state of the ice from the Danish resident ; 
guns were therefore fired, and a kijack was 
dispatched with a message inviting him 
on board. This had the desired effect, and 
inspector Flushe, a respectable looking 
young man, who |iad been an officer in the 
Danish Navy, caine on board in a hoBt 
manned with Europeans/ His infbrhjation 
was much calculated to damp our hope^ of 
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getting to the northward this season, as 
confirmed what the masters of the whal< 
had said to its full extend During t 
eleven winters he had passed^ not one h 
been so severe or protracted as the last : t 
sea had frozen up in the beginning of I 
cember, where it was usually open ur 
February^ and Disco bay and harboi 
which were generally navigable towai 
the end of March^ still continued sh 
During the spring the ice had twice par 
broken up, but had been reunited by 
fresh formation of hard frost, before it coi 
drift away. He considered our attempt 
get mudi further to the North as hopek 
the Danes not having been able to comni 
nicate by sea for two seasons past with th 
Northern settlements. As an additioi 
proof of the severity of the preceding wint 
he told us, that they had this year been i 
^uoed to great distress for provisions, a 
had been obliged to kill their dogs for fo< 
j^ieing to the impossibility of pirocuri 
fleals during the winter. 

We were not a little surprised at this 
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fonnation,! alter the eonfidenoe with which 
the diminished jigour of the climate had 
been described at home before our voy- 
age» and after^ the anticipations of success 
which had been so warmly entertained by 
those »h. had <» eager]; Entered- into tl» 
plan for promoting it The report of the 
Danish resident was certainly in decided 
opposition to those of the persons who had 
described the breaking up and dispersion 
of the polar ice^ and who appear in this in* 
stance to have been guided rather by their 
iihaginatioha than by a real knowledge of 
the circumstances attending this sea. 
> If the exaggerations of these .reporter|^ 
were of such a nature as to have misled brdi* 
nary readers, they ought not to have ha4 that 
e£fect on those who were cajpable from ge- 
neral principles of judging respecting, their 
improbable a.nd unphilosophical nature* 

It may easily be conjectured that our own 
opinions, which had in some measure been 
wajrped by the suggestions of that popular 
feeling under which we sailed, w^re now con^ 
sidefably changed, and that We henceforward 
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expected to encounter the usual difficulties 
of this climate^ with the addition of those 
which the greater rainge of the objects to 
wliich our atte&tioil was directed, and the 
iiigher latitudes to.which our coiir^ wai) 
directed, presented to us. We had indeed 
^Irieady foiind feason, m our hitherto 
ghort experience, to doubt of the un- 
m\x2l advantages of a dearer sea and 
milder climate, which were promised to 
uji; and those Htnong us, whd amused them-* 
seW^ in *ecollefcting the various reading 
which had occupied theth before our de- 
parture, could hot eveii help expressing 
their doubts that the climate of England 
was hereafter to riVal that of Italy, anc 
that eiVery peasaiit would make; his wine 
where he now with difficulty reared hii 
apple tr^es. 

W6 kept under these islands till the tide 
wHich ran about a knot and 'a half an hour 
diiiuged' ill our favour. At eight in th< 
eveuing a fr^filh breeze rose, and we stooc 
t^Wd^d the Wes^ ; there was a constd€irabl< 
iW^ from th6 N. "K i but we sounded in onN 
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hundred fathoms, half a mile to the south 
of Whale Islands. 

On the following day we worked with 
all sail to the northward; Disco was in 
sight ; and no ice except the bergs were to 
be seen. 

A current was found here, running 
south (true), a quarter of a mile an hour. 
In the afternoon we boarded several Green- 
landmen, and learnt that none of their ships 
had been able to penetrate further north 
than 70"" 3(y, and that we should &11 in 
with ice in two hours, through which 
we might sail as far as Hare Island, where 
it became a solid body. At six we feXi 
in with loose ice, and continued sailing 
through it. Firm ice was seen to the west- 
ward. 

We proceeded next day, steering along 
the edge of the main ice, and a firm field 
^tretching from north to south ; we saUed 
an between large floes and among loose ice, 
the former becoming more numerous as we 
advanced, and the latter more closely 
packed, till at length we had only a narrow 
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iand crooked channel for our passage.. At 
eight we saw a ridge of icebergs, of every 
variety and shape that can be imagined; 
many of them forming objects no less sin- 
gular than picturesque, and presenting aii 
infinite diversity in their grouping and in 
the splendour and brilliancy of their colour- 
ing. 

Waygatt, or Hare Island, was now bear- 
ing east of us ; or, by compass, S. £. by S, 
' No water could be seen at the mast-head 
either to the west or north j we therefore 
hauled our wind, and, in company' with the 
whalers, stood for Waygatt Straits. At 
^Ight in the evening our two ships were 
made fast to an iceberg, about one mile 
from the N. £. side of the island. I went 
ashore, and, ascending the mountain, had 
A complete view of our situation. 
' We found here forty-five ships employed 
in the whale fishery, all detained by the 
ice ; and as there appeared to be little 
chance of our getting further for some 
days, I determined tb turn our detentiom 
to the best account, and therefore prepared 
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for making c^ervatipii^ Op . shore j for 
which pirppse I ordered our observatory 
«ad instruments to be landed^ ^nd erectecjl 
tents for the officers who werei appointed 
to attend them,. 

On the ISthy our arrangements being 
completed^ I .Went. on shore at > noon to tak« 
the sun's transit ; but^ as the result oC aU 
the observations wiU appear, at length in 
the Appendix, it is only nepessaiiy to say 
here^ that the latitude was determined to 
be 70^ 26' 11'; y the longitude 54^51" 49; 
and the variation 7?^9' gS'" we^ «t the 
dbiservatory^ making a difierence of five 
degrees in longitude, and thirty miles in 
latitude,, from the situation a9 lai^ dowp 
in 4iie Admiralty charts. ^ 

, Here then we rested, having withm our 
view from the mountain, land str^^ing to 
Ihe N. E. i N. by compass ;. Jacob's Bight, 
bearing E, by N. ; the Waygatt, Four 
•Island Point, and Disco^JS. W, by 8. ; and 
the North Point of Hare Islimd N. by E. ; 
the whole forming A semiHcircle from the 
land north of Way^tt to the wall of ice 
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westward ; with at least sevea hundred ice 
bergs in sight Pools of excellent wate 
were fouBd on the kebei^: to which w 
were attached, from which the ships wer 
supplied. WhUe on »h»e. parties wer 
Occupied in collecting specimens of natura 
history^ '. . 

I here received mudi useful mformatio: 
from Mr^ Muirhead, Master of ihe Larkin! 
who^ in his last voya^ had been i 
IS"" 15^ Vl.^ sadim twot hiindredmiles onl 
ilrdm the hmd.^ i He« thought that our onl 
d»K. Of p«>ceeai.>g B0^w«d. depende 
on our keeping close in with the land ; an 
that if we kept to the westward it would t 
almost impossible to effect our object. 

During our stay here> the iceberg 1 
which our ships were fastened, i^ddenl 
got afloat, and was carried with gre; 
Tapidity toward the west ; it soon, howeve 

• It had been reported he had" been four hundr 
miles from the land, on a W. £L W. coarse. He steer 
N. N. W. by compass, and allowed eight points va 
ation ; but the deviation of his ship not being knov 
his true course cannot be determine^^ 
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grounded again, and the Alexander r&* 
^mained attached to it ; not having followed 
our example in laying hold of another 
which was more secure, near to which we 
drifted at the time the former gave way. 

We here found the weather hot and 
sultry, as it is invariably observed to be 
with a clear sky in these latitudes at this 
season. We had rarely indeed reason to 
complain of cold throughout our voyage, 
unless in falls of snow, with east winds, or 
in foggy weather, when the sun was ob. 
gcured) and the ice settled on our riggiDg^ 



TO THIS ARCTIC REaiONSU 57 



CHAP. IV- 



departure from wayoatt. — perilous progress 
through the ice to unknown island. — - pass the 

second and third barriers of ice. a bear on 

- the icei — accident to the master of a whaler 
.. from the attack of one of these animals. — ' 
Melville's monument^ and melyille bay disco- 
vered. — HARPOONING A WHALE. 

We continued in our several occupatioiist 
at Waygatt till the 20th of June j and in 
the evening of that day, the ice . having 
loosened considerably^ so as to render our 
present position no longer to be depended 
on, we determined to cast off from the ice- 
berg and use every effort to get forward. 
This we effected by dint of labour, all 
hands with the boats being employed in 
towing and warping the ships among packs 
of ice, through which it was frequently ne- 
cessary to cut a passage. Many of the 
whalers followed our example. 

At two on the following morning we wew 
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again completely beset, and carried toward 
the South-East by the tide ; but, after se- 
veral hours, we managed to proceed slowly 
by warping until eight o'clock, when we 
were again beset, and carried to the North- 
West; the boats were then hoisted up, and 
it being Sunday, Divine service was per- 
formed. In the afternoon we made fruits 
less e^rts to pursue our course, being car- 
ried to and fro by the tide, and surrounded 
with heavy ice, m which the Isabella 
underwent extreme pressure; while. th^ 
AleKander^ which had escaped to the shbife 
liorih of Waygatt, was there henuned in. 

The next morning, at four, a light breeze 
sprung up from the South-East, and the ice 
separating a little, we made all sail in order 
to force through the masses; dl the while 
' warping, tracking, and cutting, until we si 
length succeeded in getting into a channel 
which led to the North. Th6 Alexander 
was now in comjmny/ arid at £>ur o'clodk 
we arrived at Four IslmidrFotnt, where 
we found the whalers, whieb had heiid^ 
us^ stopped by the icew Here < we )iio6L 
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advantage of. m icebergs find made fas 
to.it. ! . 

I landed here and aitcended a billj bu 
BOlhing except rs6}id ice was to be f^een X 
every direction. 

: Th^e 1^ at this plape a. sort of Dauisi 
&ctorj9 and some wretched Eskimaux huti 
all apparently deserted. We also visited 
burying-place, , in whjicb we met with th 
surgeon of » Grefadand. sJKip procurjin 
Ipmian skulls.. . ...... 

. Bufing the night it grewi &ggx» and a 
bi^ water the iceberg, to which w^ wet 
Qiooredy. got afloat, and drifted toward th 
West ; it was carried among the flpes wit 
great yiolen.ce: by the tide, which was rur 

Bang, two miles an hpur. 

: At eleven^ we found the. easterly win 
hadL somewhat deared.away the ice, an 
yirfaen the tide suited, we were towed throug 
« calm for about fom miles, and thejt 
ttMHHred to another berg* .Some traces c 
^pdfiiifier w^e Jhere disioQvered on the shore 
, Juam 24.-~As soon as the tide caoUe i 
wir favour this molrolngi arid the -ice ajp 
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peared open for a few mile^ we past from 
the iceberg, and re-commenced our labour 
of towing ; all the boats were out, and we 
proceeded along shore, the Master at the 
mast-head keeping a sharp look-out for 
rocks. The ice obliged us to pass on 
within a musket-shot of the landr ^^^ close 
upon some sunken rocks. 

At one o'clock, wheii both ships were in 
a very dangerous passage, a light wind 
from the North- West put the ice suddenly 
in motion ; in spite of every exertion, the 
Isabella was driven into sixteen feet watery' 
and the Alexander was, for a few minutes,: 
actually aground. 

The \dialers, which were astern, sent 
their boats and aided, by every means in 
their power, the exertions of our own men 
£o free the ships from this perilous sitiia-' 
tioii, which was accomplished by running 
hawsers out to the nearest berg; and heav- 
ing the ships through th6 icei. The conduct 
of the Masters of the Egginton, Brothers^' 
Ingria, * and Tboriiton, all of Hull, was 
h^hly iiieritorious, and they received,' as 
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they deserved^ our acknowle 
their ready services. The firi 
these ships having headed us, w 
ing in her course, when she was 
beset by a large floe of ice, and 
shore; we had then an opportuni 
ing a return for the kindness wt 
perienced, and assisted in liberatii 

For the remainder of the day 
tinned fixed to an iceberg, togetl 
about thirty other ship^, all and 
safety within pistol-shot of the si 
sent a boat to the land with per 
collect specimens of natural histoi 
situation being then eight miles No 
Four Island Point. 

Next day the ice appeared around 
a compact body, and no clear water w 
be seen from the top of the mountain u 
which we were moored. The people 
same rest, whigh was much wanted after, 
incessant fatigues of the several precede 
days. 

We found that a serious accident hi 
happened on; board the Ariel whaler, 
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tioirti-b^ongmg to her ^ crushed 

by the ice against the iShip'B side^ l^ which 
one of her crew was killed^ and fttiothei 
much hart ^ ' ; - ' 

On the fbllowitig mommg the ice Wfislii 
fiiotibn. About nine o'clock we weretoWdd 
to^afa iceberg two miles eastward of our 
former position^ a)ld there nuade'fkst, let- 
ting the ice drive by uS. Tllough it was adead 
dalm where we were, there Was' evidently 4 
strong breeze in a bay within three milem 
of us I and at oiie o'clock, It appealing 
p6sa^i^ to warp through the ice^ We cast 
off>fnan the berg, Ahd at half-past foui', by 
dint' of labotit; siicbeaded in getting into 
the steady breeze ; it was so strotig that We 
could only caity 6ingle-reef6d to|>sails ; we 
tacbed ocbasionally, and continued Working 
toN.NlE.'(S; E. by compass) till iiiid- 
ftight, when we found oursely^s clOse to 
the^land^^ice^iear Unknown latarid, so called 
by-theBancsu 

At^ half-past one, the Isabella was- the 
Ibrthest "North of the forty-one i^il) but 
is^ wbs soon impeded by falling in with a 
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compaQj; body of ice reaehin^&om \ 
to the West We moored,- togel 
twenty otker fthips^ to a field of i 
joined with part of Unknown Islam 

On this tiK^ning we obtained ^i 
luinar observations : three sets o 
agreed within a mile of each othe 
within V IS^' of the chronomjeters ; ^ 
fUsb eight sets of azimuths, by Kater% 
passes QTi the ice, at a distance froi 
ships, and eight other sets on board, 
ship's head was turned four points at 
fiet till she had been round the com^ 
T4ie result of these is shown, together^ 
Other observation^^ in the Appendix, wl 
the. deviation of the needle is described. 

It wais the opinion of the Masters^ of 
neighboizring whalers, that the first brec 
of Easterly wind would disperse the K 
and enable us to proceed to the Nort 
Mr., Lawson, oi^the Majestic, who possessc 
great local knowledge of the coasts recom 

* 

m^ded, as our only chance of getting 
northward, that we should keo^ between 
the Ice {uid Greenland; he promised to 
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>llow us as. far as he could to bring home 
ur diapatches. 

The following day, being Sunday, the 
rews attended Divine service^ and the 
hole twenty-four hem's were spoit in sail- 
ig about a basin of ten miles in circum- 
irence. 

On Monday, the weather being mode- 
ite, I ordered the Eskimaux, John Sa* 
leuse, who had accompanied the racpedition 
om England as interpreter, to go on shore 
id communicate with the natives. 

lieutenants Parry and Robertson, with 
^her officers, were also sent on board the 
lip Eagle, of Hull, to enquire into the 
rcumstances of an outrage duoged upon 
3r crew, of burning a Danish &ctory at 
our Island Point. 

It appeared from their report, that two 
amen of the Eagle, inafitofintoxtcatiQii, 
id set fire to one house, _ and were pre- 
;nted'by the boat's crew of another vessel 
ypa committing a like outrage upon a 
cond. Some stores, were foimd on board 
e Eagle, which the commander proteated^ 
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he hjid taken on board for the i 
giving them up to one of the s I 
lower down the Straits. The wl '. 
however, had a very equivocal a] 
and it came out on examination, i 
than one ship had participated in I 
der. Under these circumstancei 
my duty to represent, what I con i 
wanton outrage, to the Lords of 
miralty, and to the Danish Gov 
Greenland* * 

The prospect from tfte mast-1 ; 
one of interminable ice, but that w 
near us was evidently growing wea i 
continued dissolving the next day. 

Our Eskimaux returned with s( 
tives in their canoeiS, or kajacks, bri 
i»mall supply of birds. 

Their village, lying on the soutt 
the bay, appeared to consist of a f 
nuide of seal-skins, sufficient for t] 

, * It is proper to add, that since the ^rst 
this work was printed, the ship-owners of 1 
made ample reparation to the sufferers. 

VOL. I. F 
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dence of about fifty persons* Being de- 
sitous of procuring a sledge and dog^sc, 
I offered them a rifle musket for one com- 
pletely fitted, which they promised to 
fetch ; with much honesty of principlei, 
however, refusing to accept the rifle till 
they had brought the sledge. They soon 
returned, bringing the sledge and dogs in 
a boat managed by five women, dressed in 
deer-skins. The boat was called an umiack, 
and was rowed by the women standing. I 
found that two of these women, taller than 
the rest, were daughters of a Danish resi- 
dent by an Eskimaux woman. One 6f the 
men also was the son of a Dane, and they 
were all of the colour of Mulattoes. The 
man had been in charge of the Danish fac- 
tory which was burnt by the crew of the 
Eagle, ttnd I therefore gave him a letter 
to the Governor of Greenland, acquainting 
him with the circumstance, and describing 
what I had done. 

We soon became intimate with our visit- 
ers and invited them into the cabin, where 
they were treated with coffee and biscuit, 



k.' 



TO D>HE ARCTIC REGIONS. 6 

Jfune *a Lat. 70^ S6\ Long. B4P 8'. Var. 77^ W. 

and their portraits taken. After leavin, 
the cabin, thej danced Scotch reels on th 
deck with our sailors, to the animatin] 
strains of our musician. ' 

Sacheuse's mirth and joy exceeded a] 
bounds ; and, with a good^-humoured ofii 
doiisness, justified by the important dis 
tinction which his superior knowledge noi 
gave him, he performed the office of maste 
of the ceremonies. Afi Eskimaux maste 
of ceremonies to a ball on the deck c 
one of His Majesty's ships in the icy sea 
of Gre«.I«rf, w» an offl« somewhat ne, 
but Nash himself could not have performe 
his funx^tions in a manner more approprlati 
It did not belong even to Nash to conibin 
m his own peraon, like Jack, the discord 
ant qualifications of seaman, interpretei 
draughtsman, and master of ceremonies t 
a ball, with those of an active fisher of sealf 
and a hunter of white bears. 

'A daughter of the Danish resident, abou 
eighteen years of age, and by far the bee 
l<^ing of the group, was the object c 
Jfid£^« p«ftieolttr attentions ; whidbi» beis; 
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observed by one of our officers^ he gave him 
a lady's shawl, ornamented wkh spangles^^ 
as an ofiering for her acceptance. He pre- 
sented it in a most respectful, and not 
tmgraceful manner, to the damsel, who 
bashfully took a pewter ring from her finger 
and gave it to him in return : rewarding 
him, at the sacme time, with ah eloquent 
dmile, which could leave no doubt on our 
Eskiinaux's mind that he had made an im- 
pression on her heart 

After the ball, cpfiPee was again served, 
and at eight- o'clock the party left us,i well 
pleased with their entertainment, and pro- 
inising to come back with a skwrioat^ an 
article which, I conceived, might be use- 
ful on the ice. I* permitted Sacheuse to 
escort them, chiefly that he might hasten 
their movements, and search for specimens 
of natural history. 

There was now a considerid>le change in 
tke appearkhce of the mountains, from the 
melting of the snow ; and in the morning 
a light breeze arose. I was surprised that 
ppx £skiniaux 9nd his oountrymen did.not 
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appear^ and stood towards the vi 
the foot of the mountain, firing gi 
to no purpose. At six o'clock, th( 
having freshened considerably, I 
boat aishore to bring him off; w 
poor fellow was found with his col 
broken, having, with the idea, as ei 
by himself, of" Plenty powder^ plei 
overloaded his gun. The viokE 
had caused this accident, which pi 
his managing his canoe; he was 
on board, and the surgeon reported 
would be some time before he c 
cured. . 

We had soon the pleasure of se( 
ice begin to move and break up ; a 
was found leading towards the Blac 
hy the Majestic, of London, ani 
ship crowded all sail after her. 

At eight, we passed Unknown 
and had a view of the North side of 
or North-east Bay, which, like tl 
has many inlets, surrounded wi 
mountains. 
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A yast number of icebergs occupied the 
bottom of this bay» having probably beeo 
generated there. At midnight we passed 
the Black Hook^ after threading several 
narrow and intricate channels $ and> early 
in the mornings we found ourselves sa^iy 
through the second barrier: by mid-day 
we had made a degree of latitude throu|^ 
B channel apparently void of any current^ 
where only a few icebergs and loose floes 
were to be seen ; and we were then joined^ 
through another channel, by the ships 
which we had Id): behind, at Waygatl. 
In this place the neighbouring land was 
not so mountainous, and the faces of the 
hills, especially near the sea, were less 
covered with snow than those to the south- 
ward. At four, we were abreast of Saun^ 
derson's Hope and in sight of Woman's 
Islands, which, by our observations, are 
more North and further West than they 
appear in the Admiralty charts. Some 
firm ice^ which was seen to the WestwanU 
induced us to keep near the shores and we 
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passed an immense chain c 
one of which a bottle wa» I 
a note of our visit 

A remarkable appearance < 
fraction was observed here in 
um und also in those at a dis 
within two" or three mUe& se< 
t»ided to a monstrous he^hi 
at doidtile the distance appear 
out in a horiaontal direction 
ness^ upon the wat^. 

The next day we passed t 

aumbers, which were agro! 
varying from sixty-three to 
fiithoms. On this day we f 



On the following day we 
servations. The variation^ 
was 80*" V West ; and on bo 
bead being W. by N. i N., it 
making the deviation IS"" ox 
the compass. 

(Hi the Ithy after the plea 
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thick fog, land was.seea true East, and we 
sjkood in for it, finding it impossible to pe- 
netrate further North while keying far off: 
the shore. At eight, we passed . in shore 
near the Three Islands described by Baffin,, 
about nine miles from the land, .which, 
jformed a hay, within which several smaller 
islands were se^n. We found the water 
deepeir as w^ neioied the shore ; first it was 
sixty-fiv99 then^ one hundred and fifty^ and 
inside the three islands, one hundred audi 
sixty fdJthom& The sun. was not visible} 
but, as \<ne were here stopped from peo- 
ceeding, the dipping needle was sent oat 
shore, and the dip was found to ibe 84^ 9^1 5^^ 
Numerous bir43 of various, kinds w^*e 
found on these islands, and preserved as 
specimeip^s* A whale was also seen about 
this time, beiDg the first since we entered 
the Arctic circles . . 

The greatest part of the two following 
days ^s.sp^^in moving ba^dcwai^ and 
forward m<mg t^e ice, striving in vmn to 
fi&d a w«y onwards } and in the end, . we 



TO THE ARCTIC REGION 

N M 

July 7. Lat. 74° 2'. Long. 58® 45'. Var. 

'■■ ■ III. , 

returned to the Three Islands 
seemed most probable that the 
open first, as the water was thei 

On the Southernmost island 
flag-staff, and had the bearings 
great exactness by Kater's com 
a series of observations were m 
deviation of the magnetic neec 
w wit on board the ship Harmoi 
Mr* M'Bride, Master, and m^ 
obeervatioas, to determine how 
traordinary deviation of the ne€ 
ed on board the ships, in the > 
I found it still greater than in 1 
being fully foiir points. 

The next day we stood into 
Bay to determine its position, 
evening returned to the Three 
. On the 13th, after making 
on shore for the chronometers 
riation, we returned on boai 
thick fog was coming on ; ai 
having shifted to the N. E«, i 
vantage of the ice beginning 
make sail, ;. continuing to wo 
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tliouj^ with great difficulty, from our being 
enveloped in a fog. 

In standing to the West, we fell in with 
-floes of immense magnitude driving to the! 
South, and were compelled to return to* 
ward land. Now and then we got into a 
bight, and, after beating up seve^ral miles, 
were disappointed by finding no ^t, and 
thus obliged to retrace our way. In thit 
and the following day, notwithstanding 
these vftrious impediments, we managed 
to get forward about fifteen miles ; at length, 
howfever, we were under the neeeissity ^ 
lying to ; and I employed some of my un*- 
V3ccupied time in constructing an instru* 
ment for bringing up substances from the 
Attorn of the sea, to supply the place c^ 
our machine, which, firdm its defective 
workmanship, had been fbimd inefFectrve, 
particularly ki deep water. Our smith's 
forge was set up, and an instrument made 
after my model, on an entirely new prin- 
dple, whidi answered extremely well, * 

'^ For the desoriptiM, see the Appendix and Platte 
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; Om the 15th. we spoke the 
and learnt that the Three BrotI 
hud been crushed to pieces b 
Jacob's Bay» at the time wh 
beset and in danger in that pi 
lately 9 the crew escaped to the 
been saved by the Ingria. 

In the forenoon, observing 
be more clear towards the £a 
xound a . floe, and beat to the 
Inthe: evening the iee appeare( 
ing, and we passed a few m 
the Three Islands. The weatl 
in the nightie . and the wind li^ 
able, till about four o'clock, wl 
to the S. W«, and we made s 
narrow opening which we sa' 
leading, but in a very crook 
about N. N. W. (true). Forty; 
were in company, and several 
were seen in this channel^ fa 
course North. Some were l 
harpooners of the different abi 

I obtained a latitude by th 
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the sun at midnight, which was wanted, as 
we had not had ' any observations on the 
preceding day. We also sounded and 
found 450 fathoms, at a distance of about 
8 niiles from the land. 

We continued our course with a fair 
wind up this channel, which grew every 
hour more harrow and intricate ; at length 
two ice-floes closed in upon us, and we 
were thus (k>mpletely jammed in, with the 
tantalizing sight of open water not a hun- 
dred yards a-head^ The Isabella under- 
went a very severe pressure, but fortunately 
withbiit daniage, though she was liftied se^ 
v>eral f^et out of the water; the concussion 
lasted fifteen minutes ; the floes then re^ 
ceded a little, and favoured the exertions 
used to heave her through, which was 
efl^cted aflferlwp hours* labour, by purchases 
brbught from each quarter and bow to the 
windlasd afid capstem. 

l^e- Alexander, and sokne of our whaling 
cottipahioJ^s, suffered fh the sione^way, two 
mites frbfti us to die Westward. . . 

Afler being freed from this dangerous 
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situation, we ran three miles 
North, and found a convenient 
we could lie to. for ovur- cons< 
meantime a thicl^ fog came < 

continued firiiig signalW to 
position. At eight in the.e 

Alexander came up, and we aga 

ed under all sail. At midnight 

the end of the channel, wher< 

fast to a floe, together with th: 

)frhich we had overtaken. 

On the next morning at six, tl 

ing to the North,. we endeavours 

exertiox:^ to work towards the 

the channel, but had no sooii 

our object, than it again clos 

us, so that nothing could be d 

by setting the crews to. saw t 

fioes. As one of them howeye 

in motion, every effort wasi for \ 

rendered fruitless, the parts clos 

fast as they w^re separated. In 

a:naiTow passage was at len^|i e 

both the ships were warped tl 

great difficulty. In passing al 
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narrow channel, further oti, the Alexander 
was suddenly closed te ; three boats were 
sent to her assistance ; and after two hours* 
hard work, she was (extricated. 
^ We still held on, but a thick fog over- 
taking us, we were obliged again to be 
made fast to a floe, till dear weather should 
enable us to proceed. 

For several days past wfe eottld get no 
distinct sight of land, and had passed al^ 
most unnoticed the remarkable headland> 
called the Devil's Thumb.* 

JWyl8. — This morning the weather 
Wbs more clear for some time, and we <!ouki 
see the land, but' no passage through the 
iee could be descried. In the early part 
of the day a large bear was seen making 
towards the ships ; one of the Alexander's 
men, who was straying at some distance on 
tl^ ioe, first discovered the animal, and 
went to meet it ; but soon perceiving he 
was no match for it, he prudently halted, 
dll Messrs. Berorley, S^cene, wnd Ross^ 



* The Devil's Thumb is in lat. 74'' Sff N., tcco: 
to the aocount of the masters of the whalers. , 



"PO TWS AftCViC fiSaiONJ 

July 18. tat, 74^ S0\ Lung. SSP \0\ Vi 

-■» I I. I ■ .1 I ■ I » .11 I. I I .^—^irM I I « I ' 1 <i ■! 

with some seamen, joined in t 
the bear made off on their app 
they had a tedious bunt after it 

About noon, the weather hav 
considerably, the land, known b 
of the Horse's Head, was ^^isible 
ral remajDkably shaped rocks 
among the masses of ice, whi 
the land as far as the si^t coulc 
We continued in th^ midst 
on the next day, and were ca 
hst to the Northward. 

.After prayers, it being Sunc 
on board the Alexander to vis 
in the evening, the ice appeare 
be decaying, and changing its a 
Westward. It opened next t 
as to allow u» to warp and ^ tow 
towards noon we had a light I 
the weather clearing a litde, w 
to see the direction of the ch 
about one o'clock, finding oursi 
to proceed ftirther, we wi^^ 
fast. 

^ On the 21«t the % stiil cod 
intercepted our sight ; but we 
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motion of the ice that there must be a pas* 
si^ op^i towards the North, and the wind 
having got round to the N, W,, we made 
iail, keeping company with the Alexander, 
by the help of signal guns, till four o'clock, 
when we were again made fast to a floe. 

The new sounding instrument being now 
finished by the armourer, who was an ex- 
cellent mechanic, I ordered it to be tried : 
we were in smooth water, moored to the 
ice. It was lowered into the sea by a 
whale line of two and a-half inches, and in 
about six minutes it reached the bottom^;- 
on being hauled up it contained between 
three and four pounds of mud and stones. 
The name I gave to this instrument, was 

9 

the Deep-Sea Clamm. 

The weather clearing about five o'clock, 
we had the pleasure of seeing land, and an 
f^p^i passage through the ice leading North- 
wards ; the ship was immediately under 
sail) and passing several miles in that di* 
Keotion,.we fell in with seven whalers which . 
had got a*head of us while we were beset. 
We received a message from one of tbem. 
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the Everihorpe^ requesting surgi 
ance for the master, whose thigh 
very severely lacerated by a worn 
which had attacked and draggec 
of the boat. The animal was p 
three lances before it would reli 
gripe, when, disengaging itself 
weapons, it swam to the ice, and 
The poor man, though much woi 
happily not considered to be in 
ous state. 

A calm now followed, and we 
all the night towing, sweeping, a 
tUe ships along. The land whi< 
was determined to be the.Horse'j 
the Red Head, in 75*" 12^j being 
latitude to which the ships empl i 
whale trade were known positiv 
penetrated* 

The latitude, as observed 1 i 
ships, this day agreed, and tl i 
taken on the ice, was 87 West 
, The succeeding twenty-foui 
wholly employed in tracking 
ice, a proceeding which bpcon 

VOL- L G 
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when the channel is too narrow to allow a 
vessd to beati or to be towed against the 
win<i Li executing this service^ the whole 
dbip's company Was sent on the ice^ and a 
rope was thrown to them^ otie end of which 
was fastened to the head of the fore-mast, 
&r the. purpose of keeping the bight clear 
of the uneven and sharp pieces of ice usu*' 
ally found at the edge of the field The 
ni€»i having hold of the other end, then 
pulled the ship arhead, the musiciim always 
leading the way. As it sometimes hap- 
pened thlit a hole^ covered n^ith snow, or a 
w^sk part was found, the men occasionally 
fdl in, but as they never let go the rope, 
&ey were immediately pulled out Wh^ 
this abcid^xt happened to the leader, it af- 
forded the sailors great amusement^ and 
they never failed to exercise their wit on 
the occasion^ 

Out labours of warping^ towitag, ahd 
tracking, continued the next day, duril^ 
iK^jch we had to force through several Istfge 
piece* of ice that blocked up the passaga 
deep-sea damm brought up a consider^ 
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able quantity of mud from A depth o 
hundred and fifty-siic fathoms. 
Boon, m attempting to force betwec 
large floes, we were jammed in, an. 
ceived the Alexander, with two oth< 
sels, a little way offj in the same c 
stances. All hands were vigorously 
work, and the Isabella was freed in 
three hours ; every assistance was tl 
forded to relieve the Alexander, wii 
success ; after which we both cor 
our voyage. About thirty sail of i 
were at this time to be seen from th 
head/ far to the southward, beset in 
and still unable to follow us. 

We were now twelve miles frc 
land, which was eirery where caver. 
i<5e, except a few places near the 
^lAetfi the shaip top of a rock occa 
speared piercing through it ; the 
being an eotixef amooth, but high 
ice. 

In the evening of the 25th, a 
sprsung up, and carried us on abou 
miles ; but finding no passage ou 
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channel in which we were, we returned to- 
wards the south, with the hope of ixxeeting 
with better success in a channel nearer the 
land ; before, however, we had succeeded 
in retracing our way, the ice had closed in 
upon and beset us. 

Having now passed all the whalers, ex- 
cept' the Dexterity of Leith, I thought it 
Best to provide against the chance of our 
parting company; and having therefore 
made up my dispatches to this day, I sent 
them on board that vessel. ' ' 

We were now arrived at a point, between 
which and Cape Dudley Digges, land had 
not been seen by former navigators. 

The shore, between latitude 75** \9f and 
76% formed a spacious bay ; in the midst of 
which rose a remarkable spiral rock. This 
I named Melville's Monument, from grati*- 
tude to the late lamented Viscount, from 
whom I received niy first commission in 
His Majesty's navy. To the bay itself I 
ga^e the. name of Melville's Bay, from re- 
spect to the present First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty. It is situated between lat, 75° 12^ 
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and .76'' 0^, and abpunds with \ 
of .which were taken by. the 
were persevering enoi^h to fol 
^ . Some small islands were du 
morning in shore ; and a part^ 
officers was sent to examine t 
were obliged to traverse the i 
circuitous route, and after ex][ 
returned safely, with several i 
their natural productions, wl 
scribed in the Appendix amoi 
products of the voyage in this 
of science. A little to the soi 
and nearer the land, four other 
discovered, to which I gave 
Browne's Islands, from Henry 1 

who had interested himself \ 

• . . . 

expedition, and to whose advi( 
subjects we were much indebti 

On Sunday the 26th» we w 
ably beset by ice ; the Dexteri 
continuing in sight Divine 
performed, apd a sermon^ as i 
.the ship's company. 

On Monday the sun was ei 
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scured, notwithstanding which, the tliermo* 
meter stood at ^5^ As the Alexander was 
lying in iEt small pool, I thought it a good 
Opportunity to make some experiments on 
the deviation of her compasises ; for which 
jiurpose, taking those of the Isabdla, I 
Went on board, and had a most satisfactory 
set of observations, which will be found 
recorded in the Appendix, in the paper al- 
lotted to that object. 

The ice still continued to beset us, and 
as it was found to be pressing harder, it 
was deemed advisable to cut docks in kSdr 
safety. 

On the foDowing day the weather re- 
mained the same, the ice becoming still 
closer. The dock in which the Alexander 
liad token shelter, not having been cut isuf- 
ficiently deep to 'screen her hull completely, 
she received several smart shocks, but for- 
tunately experienced no ^aitas^ We 
found soundings in lihree Imndred imd 
fourteen fathoms, Imaging u^ mud and 
stones. The temperature of the mUd was 
32% and of the water at iSbe m^aee 84^ 

17 
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Early the next morning the wind i 
creased from the northward^ and the i 
beginning to move^ I finished my lettf 
and sent them to the Dexterity, that 
qiight. take advantage of a channel of cj 
water that was seen leading to the noi 
west from our positicHi. 

Melville's Monument now appearec 
the centre of the bay, and an isUnd 
discoveri^ a little further, north, whidb 
lag fi]»t jeen by Mr. Thom» purser of 
Isabella, I named it after him. Very 
mcmntains of land and ice were ;seen t( 
north side o£ Melville's Bay, formin 
Impassable barrier ; the precipices n& 
sea being from one thousand, to two 
sand feet high, often clear of snoWf ax 
hibiting heaps of ruins accumulated i 
ficagments at their bases. 

Two officers were here sent on t 
to make ohHenratioiM) and ihey dete 
the latitude to be .IS" 28' ^\ and t 
l^tude 60" 36% by the chconomete 
thk&iiDgJhea. coming on, ire.wif»e 
to fife nuisketft &c the purpose iof 
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company ; by which means both the ships 
continued beating together between the 
land and sea ice, which had separated and 
presented a clear channel to the northward* 

In the morning of the 80th the fog 
cleared away, and a calm ensuing, ail 
hands were busied in towing the ships 
along. Every advantage, in the mean time, 
was taken of the light breezes that occi*** 
sionally sprung up, and the water appeal?- 
ing to be most open near the shore, we 
bore up a little and stood towards it. Five 
whalers were in sight to the southward^ 
and we met with many whales. Land also 
was in sight from N. W. by W. to S.E., 
and we had no reason whatever to doubt 
that the coast was here continuous, although 
it has been imagined that this land was 
merely a range of islands through which 
passages exist 

Thick weather came oh at midnight and 
continued till six in the /morning^ when the 
fogs cleared away and enabled us to dis- 
cover a narrow channel between the land 
and the se&riee. We tracked the ships to 
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its edge, and then warped alon^ 
sails clewed up. At iK)on we 1 
air of wind, and set all sail, steQ 
the land as near as the ice "woul 
we then sounded in four hun<lre 
Thiom's island bearing east th 
The deep-sea clamm, whioh wa 
this purpose, brought up some 
with a stone in it, by which a s 
prdof of its utility in determini 
tire of the bottom with much gr^ 
racy than was ever before attaii 
givai* 

It being calm, I sent a bo^ 
whale, which appeared to be ji 
jnariced, being black and white 
soon harpooned by the Isabella's 
first harpoon striking him on 1 1 
little behind the left fin, and at f i 
ing to be efi^tuaL The boa ; 
GMrried to the edge of the ice, 
lines veered away^ but, aftex ho] I 
time, it was perceived that he hi i 
he soon however appeared, at i 
and a half didtjant^ with^hehw ! 
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back, being then a <^ loose fish/' As he ne^ 
mained ^ear the sur&ce, and appeared ta 
Miffinr from the wound, die ycmng officers x)f 
bo<& ships, who each commanded bo^s, 
pUUed with emulation to the spot where 
each expected him to rise, wiuting for die 
moment of his appearance with anxiety. 
Fortune favoured Mn James Ross, the ani«* 
mal rising nearest to his boat, and givinit 
hi, h«piner«iopport»nit7of making hU 
we^, felbwing it by a third «d fourthi 
^diich made the capture eertdin. He was 
now much exhausted, and obliged to re^ 
main near the surface, thereby exposing 
himself to the lanc^ps ; the blood, at inters 
vals, flowing from his wounds, and being 
thxx)wn up in volumes as he rose to breathe; 
At length, becoming exhausted, he liad 
Qsily strength to make a last but tenible 
struggle. The pec^le in the boats, aware 
df their danger, retreated, leading him to 
i^^d his ifery en tlie water, where he was 
se^L rolMng and wridiing in dreadful agotiy^ 
lashing the sea from side to side ivJth his 
USL and fin^ till he expiied j he iken «iak^ 
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resnainiiig suspended by the 1 
harpooners, wJbo wei^sed ifaiin 
face^ and towed faim on bimrd i 
We at first took him in tow anc 
to proceed, but the weatli^r 1 
and calm, little ^rogresa was ; 
therefere made &st to a floe 
menced the process of flindiinj 
applied to stripping the wl: 
blubber. The tail being cut off 
up to the stem, the fish was fasl 
side by the nlmp and head : 1 
incisions were then made two £ 
in. a transverse direction from 
tl»e belly, and at the latter (whi 
tlie ship), a longitudinal cut was 
ing the two ends g£ ' the firs 
Hms this part was formed i 
through whieh a hole was 
enough to admit the stnp ci 
tackle, which was fixed into it 
t^i^t ; the use 4f this beang i 
foody of the fidb as the flindiinj 
Ihe Uubber was fizat removal 
^ smd&cC) being cut into quadriL i 



98 A rOXAGK OP BBGOVERY:' 

Jufy 31. LU. t:^ SF. Long. «1° SS*. Vir. S9° W. 

to %hich tiKkles were applied, :by means of 
which it was easily torn oflE*. and hoisted in. 
The body was then turned, by the main 
tackle attached to the flap or canting plece^ 
until another : surface was exposed ; and 
the whole being taken on board, together 
with the whalebone and the jaw-bones, the 
remains were turned adrift to be devoured 
by the birds, being termed Krang by the 
sailors, and smelling intolerably, owing to 
the effluvia from the intestines, which were 
pierced by the lances; We took on board 
nine tons of blubber, and sent four to the 
Alexander, intending to use it for light uid 
fuel, if obliged to winter in the ice. The 
Bon Accord, of Aberdeen, whidi was nine 
or ten miles to the south, sent her boats to 
this pool, which was full of whales, and 
killed five in the course of the day. A 
light breeze springing up in the evening, .1 
gave up my intention of examining the 
body , of the whale; we therefore loosed 
from the . ice, nuule . sail, : sent our letters 
by the Bon .Accord's boat, and parted with 
three cheers. 
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CHAP. ^ 

CONTINUATION OF THE. PROGRE; 
— IMMINENT PERIL OF THE ! 
▲N UNKNOWN TRIBE OF ESKI 
WITH THE NATIVES. 

On the morning of tl 

we had light airs and 
etti ployed working to th( 
jFOw channel. Considers 
made^ and, after Divine 
servations were obtained 
we were stopped, . 

The next morning bei 
covered a small opening ( 
formed ice, called by thi 
The land opposite to us 1 
sented a long continued 
sea. At the distance p 
shore jutted out into bla 
montories, the main bod' 
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to be continued from the interior into the 
sea, »d terminating in steep perpendicu- 
lar clifi^, from which many icebergs appeared 
to have been sejfarated at no distant period. 
The ice around us was fuU of bays and in- 
let,, in which were myriad, ,f thlt specie, 
of seapfowl known by the name of the 
little awk, swimming on the water^ toge- 
ther with a vast number of whales and sea- 
unicorns. 

In the morning the seamen were sent to 
track the ship, first along a floe, then on the 
latid-ice ; the bay-ice was so strong, that it 
became necessary to break it, by suspend- 
ing a boat from the jib-boom ; this, being 
constantly rolled by two seamen, raised a 
wave a-head of the ship, whidb. effected this 
purpose ; thus gradually making way for 
heir advance. About noon the breeze 
freshened considerably ; we made all sa9, 
and, in one tack, fetched into a dtiannel 
leading along the land, which now took a 
W. N. W. direction ; in the evening it con- 
tinued to freshen, carrying us on at the rate 
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o£ five or six miles an hour, s 
which we had not experienced fi 
inonths. 

A very high snowy mou&tain s< 
form the summit of this immense 
ice, which led to a lofty promc 
tittle to the north of which, but {i 
considerably, was a cape, which 
Cape Melville, terminating the ba 
name fohnerly described. Mr. Skei 
of the watch, discovered three sma 
which I therefore named after hi 
were at some distance from the C 
were clear of snow. At ten, having 
the Cape, We were stopped by 
made fast to a floe, having Cape 
to the S. R, and land, apparentlj 
a cape, to the N. W. This was 
some of the officers for Cape Dudley 
we found the depth of water two 
and fifty fathoms, and the ice ap] 
dtift to the westward, apparently 
influence of the wind. Here we c 
dut water from a pool in the ice. 
"im got ilmd^ sail, and proceedc 
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westward, that we might avoid the floes 
which were drifting upon us ; and, having 
continued sailing all the day, at midnight 
we moored to the ice, to which we.re- 
msaned attached until four m the morning, 
when we were compelled to cast off, , in 
order to escape from an iceberg which we 
saw bearing directly down upon us. . The 
awks were exceedingly abundant at this 
time also, and many were shot for food ; as 
was also a large gull, two feet five inches in 
length, which, when killed, disgorged one 
of these birds entire. 

The land which had been taken for Ci^ 
Dudley Digges now appeared to be an 
island, and Lieutenant Parry conjectured.it 
was the Wolstenholme Island of Baffin ; 
but, the latitude not . agreeing, I thought 
otherwise. It will be seen hereafter that 
this island had not before been seen. Not 
less than two hundred awks were shot this 
day, and served out to the ships* .com- 
panies, among whose victuals they proved 
an agreeable variety, not having the, fishy 
flavour that might be expected from their 
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food, which consists of the 
found so plentifully in this qi 

On the following day, whil 
and on, we had good obse 
halfrpast two, a small . openu 
which^ together with the moti 
giving us hopes of forcing a p 
t^mined to attempt it; and 
proving; fine,. the ships were 1 
great labour through about a i 
ice to the narrowest part of a 
obstructed our passage into a p i 
the usual resort was had to sawi ; 
labours were soon suspended 
covery of a passage a little to tb 
To this, therefore, we warped 
through the loose and bay-ice, 
miuiaged to proceed about a mi 
Here we obtained good observe 
the bearings of the land. 

As it appeared likely that oi 
would be .at work throughout the 
ext^ra allowance of provisions w 
out ;> their labours were ihcessan 
past one,u when, being almost 
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with exertion, I allowed them to reat tSl 
five. At half-past six the ice began^iio 
move, and the wind increasing to:a gik, 
the only diance left for us was toemdevntk 
to force the ship through it to the ]lOi% 
where it partially opened ; bnt the thM i fa r l 
was so much obstructed by heavy irHgnteBkt, 
that our utmost efforts were ineflfeittaiife; 
the field closed in upon us; vtdSiA vatita^ 
we felt its pressure most severdy^nDpAkofgifc 
floe which lay on one side:^ the ifambdlli 
appeared to be fixed, while, on tl»»otlMftr 
side, another of considerable bulk wa0 ptafl^ 
ing along wiA a rapid motion, aammiBg« 
Bomewhat circular direction, in omseqxMiiQp 
of one . side having struck on the fijied 
field. ' The pressuie continuing to ineirease^ 
it became doubtful whether the ship wwild 
be able to sustain it ; every support threat* 
ened to give way; the beams in the hisld 
began to bend ; and the iron tuiks setlted 
together. At this critical moment, wfabu ft 
seemeA'impossible for us to bear the aceix^ 
mulating pressure much lon^r, the fai^ 
rote severd feet; ¥^ile the ice, whidi wbr 
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mDietfaan six feet thick, br 
jdidesK^ euriing back on itse 
>afa|psr.iww fell upon our fa 
imm^^^n lifted up, we w€ 
,^/Md aridleiice towards tl 
liiMli'iiad hitfaevto been, in 
defended hy the Isi 
toaFoid their getting 
JWIlii^ the ice-andi< 
ipfotta^OBK^ after another, an 
iMadlMo fllups csame so violc 
■.to crush to pieces a 
be removed in time^ 
a!9p»ilEi»nendous, the anchc 
^alitca biBiiig broken, and no 
.%lu^ low of tlie masts, expecti; 
jgrnsasASai instant, by ^ ii 
^%Qvidence, the fiimetP/ctf tl 
^■iuKBted) the #wo fields su< 
mk M% passed the Alexandi 
nli^dy litdi^ damage. The 
iiQoiasd each ^er wece the 
^loro, wlttchy being torn ji 
f emmned suspCTidad ia a lii i 
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vo ships* uatil that of the Alexander gave 
ay. 

A clear channel soon after opened, ^md 
e tan into a pool, thus escaping the ^- 
lediate danger ; but the ffdl of snow b^g 
Bry heavy, our situation stiU remflined 
CHibtfiil, nor could we conjecture wbctber 
e were even yet in a place of safety. .■.:■■, 

Nether the masters, the mates^ jior those 
i€n who had been all tfaetr lives in the 
rreenland service, had' evw experiowed 
ich imminent peril ; aisA they declaied, 
lat a ccmimon vlialer must have b«an 
rudied to atoms. Our s^vty must, indesd, 
e attributed to the perfect and admirable 
lanner in which the vessels had been 
lengthened when fitting for service. As 
e had t^rehended, our troubles were^ in- 
eed, not yet at an end; for, as the gale 
loreased, the ioe began to move with 
reater velocity, while the ooatiinued thick 
dl of snow k^ from our sig^t 4he fiuther 
anger thi^ awaited us, till it became im- 
linent A luge field of ice was sdod dia- 
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CD^erMl ^ a small distance, bear 
down upon us from the west, and 
bofiame oecessary to 3aw docka fo 
iirwhkh serv^ee all hands ^ere imi 
^npfejwd i k was, however, found 
fertJttOT largeiA saws, and no prog 
berJ9Ml«le. This circumstance p 
tunata^rfiff it was soon after perc 
t^ificU( fg^ which we were moc 
ptirpose^ewas drifting rapidly o 
ioebeigB whicii/Jaj aground: 
mre therefore ^idose-reefed, in 
lertr^might run, as a last resou 
tm& berga, or into any creek t 
Ibatid airiQag th^oi; when 
field acquired a circulair m^ 
ei^ery exertion waaWw ne 
purpose of warpii]^ Jikmg 
Iwiii^ithe sole chance we ) 
tbe danger of bc^og crudie 
intB fewixMnQtea we tilMer 
4te/fidkl,^ into; which wo I 
i^ut €nr:ddclB,.jcoi|w in 
bei^ with siich rapidity i 
rise more than fifty feet 

h3 
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ide, where it suddenly broke, the elevated 
art falling back on the rest with a terrible 
rash, and overwhelming with its ruins the 
Bvy spot we had previously chosen for our 
ifety. Soon afterwards the ice appdaxed 
ifficiently open for us to pass the reef of 
ei^s» and we once more found ourselves in 
place of security. 

During the whole of this eventiiil day, 
rery officer and man on board both ships 
as alike employed; their zeal and activity 
nder the severest fatigues, could only be 
;[ualled by their patience and fortitude* 
id they fully justified the opinion I had 
%viously formed respecting their conduct 
1 the hour of danger. 

It cleared away ioon after, and we saw 
le land ; and in a short time made fast to 
le .land-ice, which, uniting with the ice- 
»gs, formed a ^acious and secure bay. 
stra allowances of preserved meat and 
og having been served out to the sdlors, 
I the ifpare hands w^e employed in re- 
iring out* didtt&ges, which v&re not very 
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considerable i but the re-placing the AI 
ander's chain^^plates was a tedious work 

Daring this interval, a party of off 
was sent to examine the nearest s7 
wfaieh appeared six miles distant; it 
^certained to be an island by Mr. Bus 
and I accordingly gave it his name, 
found it utterly desolate, but some p 
stone, resembling in their appearar 
arrangement the usual graves of tb 
maux, showed that it had been inl 
a small piece of the stem of a hef 
was also found, and being bumec 
end^ was recognised, by Sacheuse, 
instrument by which these pe< 
their lamps. Very little veget 
found, but a few specimens oft} 
nudicaulis, a ranunculus, and tn 
specimens of a short grass, were 
board. 

As soon as our party returr 
pared for saUing; and at mid 
breeze coming ftom N*N«£ 
and made sail. 

The ships had made very ) 
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len we were surprised by the appear- 
ce of several men on the ice, who were 
Uooing, as we imagined, to the ships: 
3 first impression was, that they were 
ipwrecked sailors, probably belonging to 
rae vessel that had followed us, and had 
en criish^ in the late gale ; we therefctfti 
:ked, hoisted our colours, and stood in 
' the shore. On approaching the ice, we 
icovered them to be natives, drawn on 
iely-fashioned sledges, by dogs, which 
iy continued to drive backwards and 
■wards with wonderful rapidity. When 
: arrived within hail, Sacheuse called 
t to them, in his own language ; smne 
trds were heard in return, to which a 
ply was again made in the Eskimaux ; 
t neither party appeared to be in the 
ist degree intelligible to the other. For 
me thne they continued to regard us in 
Mice, but,: on the . ships' tacking, they set 
a fiimultaoeous shout, accompanied with 
iQy strange gesticulations, and went off in 
m sledges ^th great velocity towards the 
id. After they had attained the distance 
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of a mile, or more, they halted for about t^ 
hours : as soon as this was observed, the sh 
was tacked, and a boat sent to place an c 
serVation-stool, of four feet in height, on 
ice, on which various presents, consistiti 
knives and articles of clothing, were 
ISither, however, they did not see it, 
did not attract their attention, and a sr 
boiSt was therefore sent, with directi • 

leave one of the Eskimaux dogs wit! 
strings of blue beads around his nee 
the same place. ^ 

It being necessary to examine i 

was a passage in this place, we : 

opportunity of their absence to 
wards the head of the pool, ^ 
about four mil^ off, trusting t! 
mean time, they would return t 
spot, to which it was also our ' 
come back, after examining intc 
of a passage northwards. No 
however, found ; and we there 
after an absence of ten hov 
was found sleeping on the 
left him, the presents remain 
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V single sledge was shortly after observed 
it a great distance, but it immediately 
li*ove off with great rapidity. 

Being extremely anxious to communi- 
ate with the natives, I caused a pole to be 
ttepared, on whidi a Bag was fixed with a 
epresentation of the sun and moon punted 
)ver a hand holding a sprig of heath (thb 
•nly shrub seen on the shore). This pole 
leing carried to an icebei^, midway be- 
ween the ships and the shore* was there 
rected, and a bag containing presents, with 

deviate of a hand pointing to a ship, 
lainted on it, wias &stened to the pole 
rithin reach, and left there ; the ships, in 
he niean time, being moored in a conve- 
ient' situati(m for observing what might 
ake place. 

'the ^e had now entirely subsided, the 
reathier became beautiful, and the water 
aim} circumstance that necessarily de- 
fined us ib our present situation, which, 
dtwitiistandiiig the impraious nature <^ 
ur ordws to proceed with all possible dis- 
atdi» we Bhbulil have been unwilling to 
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leaye^ while any chance of a 
witfa:.apeople5 hitherto unkn 

Myriads of the awks surr( 
afforded some sporty while 
less a treal; to the people. 

JugU^ 10.— * About ten c 
we were rejoiced to see eight 
by the^ natives, advancing 
route towards the place whe 
halted about a mile from U2 
pie. alighting, ascended a sn 
if, to reconnoitre. After re 
rently in consultation for 
hour, four of them descen 
towards the flag-staff, Which 
did not venture to approach 
time a white flag Was hoists 
in eadb ship, and John Sachc 
bearing a small white flag, 
sents, that he might endeav^ 
to k»:ing them* to a paiiey. 
vice which he had most q\ 
teercd) requesting leav^ to 
and lularraed, a request to ^ 
tioQ coidd be made, as the. [ 
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the meting >wa5 within half a mile of the 
Isab^ia. - It was equally advuitageoM to 
t^ natives, a canal* or small diaam in the 
ice, not passable without a plank* aepB^ 
rating the parties from each other^ and^pre- 
ventii^ any possibility of ae attaek.'6iom 
di«te people, unless by darts.. ■ . 

■ia executing this swrice, Sacheuge dis- 
played no less address than conrage;: • 'Hmv<- 
ing placed his flag at some distance -frcnn 
die^canalf he. advanced to the edge, and, 
taioi^ off bis hat, made friendly signs for 
tfaoee^opposite to approach, as he did : this 
they>psartly complied with, baking: E|t a di»- 
taace of t^uree btwdred yards, wbere diey 
got out <^ their .^dges, axid set up a loud 
i^BKi^Qeous ibaHoo, which SadieuW' An- 
swered by imil;rtii^ it. They then ven- 
tiiiod -to -appioadb: a little nearer, hwiog 
not^iiiiigin th«r hands but the v^upswidi 
wjtilch'ithe^ guide th^ -degs; uidi'Bft^ 
8«ti8(^g themsdves • that: < the casalwas 
{d^piseablej oneof theminpaiticQiarseaBed 
tb a^liii^ ocnfideiice. Sbunits, wordai-and 
gestOrei, wcse.exdiai^ied for some .time 
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to no parpose, though 

in some d^ee» to ree 

laiigiiage. Sachetise, af 

he oDuld ^Anccfvmth&t 

mooker > dktleefc, drawlinj 

howeviirf to im unufiiia 

mediately adopted that 

ing tip ^ the presents, o 

KiMeitej " Gome on !" 

sweo^, Nmakne^ naai 

no-^go *way ;" and otl 

made out to mean, that 

not come to destroy 1 

tfato flqpprooehed to th( 

and drawing from his I 

ed, « Go away ;" ^* I i 

cbeuse, not intimidated 

also a man and a friem 

tiiKke, threw across thee 

beads and a chequed si 

b^ield with great dis( 

Mon, still callings ^ Go 

Sttdbeuse theathr^vr th 

sayiflg^ ^ Take that 

pfcmebed with caiu^n, 
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then shouted £uid pullcid their noses } these 
actions were imitated by Saeheuse, who^ in 
return, called out, " Height ^w .''^ ^pvSiiag 
his nose with the same gesture. They aow 
pointed to the shirt, demanding i^AMi H 
was, and when told it was an artii^^ of 
ck^ing, aaked of what skin it was 'nJafde; 
Sacheuae replied, it waa made of the* hair 
of an animal which they had nev^r se!en ; 
on which they picked it up with expressions 
of surprise. They now began to ask many 
quasticHis ; for, by this time, they ibrmd tint 
lahguf^ spoken by themselves and Sa^ 
cbrase, had sufficient resonblance to enable 
tb«n to hold soMe communicaticn. 

They first pointed to the ships, eagerly 
asking, ^ What gveat creatures those were?*' 
" J>o they come from the son or the 
moon ?" '* Do they ^ve us light by n^t 
or by day?*' Sacheuae told them that ^ 
was a rnvxit that he had a ftdier andMotliB^ 
Ilk* themadves ; uid, pointing to the soath, 
add that he came from a dsstimt countxy 
in thst direction. To this they answeved, 
" Hk^ oapQOt be, there is nothing^ but ice 
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there." They again asked^ 
turies these were ?" pointing 
to which Saoheuse replied, 
were houses made ot wood'' 
se^D«d still to diseredh, answi 
theorem ialive» we have seen a 
tbeiT wings*" Sacheuse now t 
them «4iat they themselves were 
they replied, they were man, an 
that directioa, pointing to the UA 
there was much water there ; and 
had ooifie here to fish for sea^-^ 
It wa^ then agreed, that he should 
chasm to t^em, and be accordingly i 
to the ship to make his q^port, anc 
(w aplanL < r/ 

During the whole of thi? ^con ve 
I had been employed, mth a good 
scofe^ in obswving their motions ; ac 
bdki^the (|Mt atti»i i^ptoacb with ( 
marfeajffefiir and' distrust, k>o]dng Hoeqi 
ly befednd to the- other two, MkdL \mikcfi 
them to eeme on,^ as if for suppoHw I 
oecaaionally ^retreated, tben-iAdyaa 
again, with cautioua steps,c in the BiMiiOL 
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of listening, generally keeping one . ban^ 
;down by their knees, in readiness to pull 
out a knife which they had in their boots ; 
in the other hand they held their whips 
with the ladi colled up ; their sled^pw re- 
mauied at a little distance, and the ^wucth 
man b^ng apparently stationed to keep 
them in readiness for escape. Sometimes 
they drew back the covering they li^ on 
thair heads, as if widiii^ to catch tib^ most 
ditlant sounds ; at which time I cmild dis^ 
cem tkmt feiU;ures, displaying extr^oiie^teirror 
' aild amazement, while every limb appeared 
to ttemble as they moved. Sacbeufle was 
diraoted to entice tibem to the ship, aaii two 
men were now sent with a plailk^ ^ which 
was accordingly placed across the ehasm. 
Tbiey appeared still much alannad, and re- 
quested that he only slKHild come over ; 
he accordingly passed to the opposite side, 
ott whidi they earnestly besought him not 
tA toudli th«n, as if he did, they should 
cartainly die. After he had used many 
aftgomefits to persuade them that be was 
fltflh and blood, the native who had shown 
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most courage^ :ventiiMd to toii 

4lieii pulling hims^' by^the^ Hi 

dboBt/ in !wbieh he ^a& JMrred 

and'^ldie other thiee« - The ] 

/Ifaf^ cKstributed^ consiiMiiigiQif 

'tttides of clothmg, and a f < 

^eadB) :after which Saehense i 

inife &r 0D9 of theira. ^ 

^r The^hope of getting iSMbme i 

«i>fttalioii9 as well as the 'intei 

^fiiifc finrithese poor creatare% 

^^atioat to Gommunicate wMi 1: 

'aad I therefore desired Lieii 

t^uaecompany me to tibe pb 

j^MTty were assflmbled^t 4t ap{ 

dlsi.Bacheuse had &iled ii 

liitniwto come neati^ the sb i 

noidii^^ IH-Qirided oM^selvie 

tiooolpreieiits^ consisting of 1 1 

andilcnivesy togeth^* with s< 1 

dbhts^ and proceedi^ tows 

iniaieoer 4he . conferenoe was 1 

.«reased energy. By the tiia i 

h^tkm. whob wore^ assewil»]^< 

Imd ai;ig^iMdly been left at \ 

vox. I. I 
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tuttr^tedgi^ibaving driven up to jointer 
omrades. The party new, therefore^ coa- 
i^»d <^ eight naUveaf w^ aE theii sledgcis, 
nd aboot 6fty< dogs, two 8aik>T8, ^cheiisev 
jl^uteoant Parry and myitelf ; fcaEQing . . ft 
;r(Hq)e;of no small smguiarity' ; tiota:Utdic 
Iso iaci!eMe(i*by l^e peculiarity itfthe'situi- 
tion, on a field of icei &r frcoa the j^kd. 
^e noise aiidcIiHXHmr B»ay eaaify be oon- 
eive4> the whole talldog' and shoudngto^ 
^Jier, and the idogg howling, whUe tbit 
atives were flogging .then wltb their long 
rhips tf> pres^ve 0^^. 

Our arrival produced a^ visible alarm, 
ausing then to retreat a few steps. tow«pd» 
li^r sledges; on this Sachewe . called to 
is to pull our noses, as he had > diacovsMid 
his to be the mode of friendly salutation 
dth them. This ceremony was accordingT 
f performed by each of hs,- the ■ natiVe% 
uring their retreat, making use of the same 
^ture, the nature of which we ihatJ abt 
efpi!e underwood. In the same Way: we 
nitated their shcrats as wdl as we eould^ 
sing the same inteijection, £&^, yawi 
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which we afterwards fou 
sidn of surprise aiid p] 
advanced towards them, 
and priesiented the foriem 
glass aiid a knife, repeal 
8dnti» to thie whole, as thi 
tessioh. Oil seeing t 
gldBses, their astonishn 
treme, and they looked 
for a liioment, at each 
ittimediat^ly afterwards i 
rai shoixC,' succ^ded by 
pressive' of extteme d 
surprti^e, in which we j^ 
inability to avoid it, a 
show that We were pleai 
acquaintances. 
' -The* knpresfi^ibn made 
scene on Sacheuse was ? 
afterwards ttiade a drawi 
first specimen we had 
taleiits fdr historical coirr 
tice in Ae art of design, 
tivated, in addition to all 
of knowledge engrafted 
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ducMion, having hitherto been limited tQ> 
G>pying such prints of single figures, or 
lups, as he could procure. This produotioBt 
1 all its parts, was sufficiently remarkat^e 
i> excite our admiration of the; quicknem 
f his conception, and the faithfulness - of 
is memory in 'this art» of \idiich .with a 
ery limited share of practice or instruction^ 
e had acquired a knowledge, whi(di fac 
ira, must be viewed as considerate. 

Having now at length acquired confi- 
«ice they advanced, offering, in- retnm 
>r our knives, glasses, and beads, their 
nives, sea-unicorns' horns, »id sea-hcMcse 
sedi, which were accepted. Th^ were 
i«i instructed by Sacheuse to uncover 
leir heads, as a mark of good will and 
aspect to us ; and with this cev6moi^, 
■Jaich they perfonned immediately, and o^ 
hich they appeared to oompr^iend die 
leaning, our friendship became e&taUished. 

One of them havii^ acquired what was 
le use of a red c^, whdch Ihad given him, 
acheuse placed it on his head, to the gre^; 
(nusemeut of the rest, eadb of whom p^ 
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it on. in his turn. The 
became il^it a subject 
^so the ornaments on 
lookin^glasses. Thee 
was also the one that i 
dressing himself to me 
speech, which being en 
wait for a reply. - 1 mt 
not understand him, an 
to interpret ' He thus 
used di£ferent languag 
fonishment appeared e 
pressed it by a loud- i 
feheuse's attempt to pre 
this oration, seemed li 
we were anxious to ge 
as soon as possible, I ( 
suade them to accom| 
cordingly consented ; ( 
were unharnessed and 
and two of the sledgei 
the plank to the other 
three of the natives be 
the dogs and the ren 
irther five Allowed v 
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%t s^eii^ Lieutenant Parry and myself 
irawQ towards the ship, on the sledgest by 
}Ur seamen. One of* them, by keeping 
:lo5e to me, got before his companionss and 
thus we proceeded together till we urived 
ivithin a hundred, yards of the sh^ lyhert 
lie stc^pejd. I attempted to urge him on, 
}Qle in vain ; his evident terror prev^ting 
liim &om advancing another st^ till his 
:M>mpai)i(Hi8 came up. It was apf»reuit 
:hat he still believed the vessel to he a 
jvtDg creature, as he stopped to contemplate 
ler, looking up atthe masts, and esaminii^ 
)v^ part with marks of the greatest &«r 
md astonishment ; he then addressed s hor^ 
^ing out in words perfectly intelligible 
» Sacheus^ and in a loud tone — ^* Who 

* are you ? what aye you ? where do you 

* come from?' is it ftom the sun or the 
' moon ?" pausing between every questifm* 
ind pulling his nose w^ith tibe utmost Bo- 
emmty. The i&it now cain6 up iA sueces- 
ion, each showing similar .;»u^&isc^ ai»d 
oaking use of Jhe same expre^eioD*^ ae- 
ompoiaed ;b;f ^ same' j^tjsaoijdi^fti?^ ««tI9^ 
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moDj. iSacheuse now laboured to- aoss 
dieiQt> that the ship was only a wdok 
homaef and pamted out the boat, which I 
bedU' haulttd on tibe iice to fepak ;.: expL 
kg :ta iinkim ihdH it waa a sffiaUarxme of 
ime kand. Hiis . imsiediftt^y '«re 
<;keir ;attentioBt they> advsanc^d to ^ttei 
ixmsofiQA : her, ; as wdl as th& icsapeD 
tools asd the :^oars5 yp&r^ moiutely} 
efcgeot, ht its twm, exisi^ the most 
crous gaculations of suirpriser^ ^t 
dttted'jdia bcmt !to;.be kunch^d iinto tb 
irkh ;ft mm >ih : it, iaad bauiled mp; agfi 
tihe sight of which d39ey<8et no boui 
dbeir oiamour. Tfa^ 'we aiu^hor, a 
piece of iron shaped Uke. the letter ! 
tke c^k, eiieited much int^est 
femier they tried in vain to remo^^ 
tibey eagerly renqnired of w^^ai ski 
latter t^yoas r made; 

->%:;^hk time ithe officers of ;|>otl 
had surrounded them, while the* 
tibuB Isabdk^ wl^qk, v^is itloiev te 
j»s eresBrdttdiwitkliie srowj^ tnd^^ 
a^itioroJMdicKMii,^^ ii 
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r beheld^ than that yrhidi toqk plaee 
it ^^ were yiewing tbe ship } Qor is 
tssibl^. to convey to -tbe im^nation 
Jhing jiike a just repieseatation of the 
amtaexo.epty joy, and (ews which suo- 
rely, peryaded the cQuntenances/^and 
med.the gs^piW&i of ihesB-cr^akiTes, 
g^ve^ullvent ta.theirleelingsi and> I 
Lire, it .Mrg,g 4 -gratifying ^scene^ which 
r ca;n b^ foi;gc^en .bytbo^ewboarit-i 
d and enjpyed it. .. ■ . - - 

leirjshouts, halloos, ^and Jaughter ^v;»e 
ily, joined in, and , imit^ed , byi all 
8, as well as the ceremony of nos^ . 
iig, which could, not, fail to iBcreasQ 
mirth on the occasion. That wbicb>;. 

of all excited their adp^ic^ttipo, ^m 
circumstance of a sajloi*,. gaii^;alof^ 
they kept their eyes on . h^ till ■■ he^ . 
led the summit of the-n:tast;_.the--8ai]s 
1 hung loose, they nat^und]y:^mtnQ8od^ 
sKins. ' I. -. 

leir attention .being ^ain ^aQed-jto Ihe 

whefe the , carpenter's . haii)Q^ei^> and 
stifl remaiaed, they were shown ^. the- 
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use of these articles, and no sooner t 
they aware of their purposes than 
showed a desire to possess them, and 
accordingly presented with some 
They now accompanied us to that p 
the bow from which a rope-ladd 
jsuspendedy and the mode of nioui 
was shown them, but it was a cons 
time ere we could prevail on them t 
it:' at length the senior of them, wl 
led the way, went up, and wasfo' 
the test. The new wonders tha 
mounded them on every side cs 
astonishment, which, after a mo 
pense^ always terminated in louc 
laughter. ' The most frequent c 
surprise was Heigh, ydm ! and 
culariy^ excited by any mor 
object than £he rest, they pi 
first sylkble of the inteijecti 
with peculiar rapidity and 
tending wide their arms, and 
0ther at the rend of the e 
open motiths, as if in 
iitenmiion. * 
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Their knowledge of ^ood seemed to be 
tinBfiited'to soHie faeath of a dwarfish growtli^ 
wHIi stmns no thicker tiban the finger, m^ 
acQDrdiBgly they knew not what to think 
tsSthe timber they saw on board. Not 
beidgikWate of its^vireight, some of th^n 
miOSSmrelf sfeized om llie spare top-mast, 
e^iflgiitLy with the vi^w of tsarrjring k c^; 
and as' soba fts thiey beedme famiHar widi 
the jpieoi^ #rdwid th^o!!, they ithowed that 
d^siie^ ' "d^* possessing what they adraii^, 
whiclli^somni^ersal among sftvagei^ i > 
rTh^Dtily thing t^eylooked on witk»oMt^ 
te«^ Ifiwra, M^^^ jfernier d9g,^jiidgiHgif>»d 
ddikbt, liiat itrWA^ tooisttiAttibr (iFftv^^ 
sled^ ; but they shrunk back, as if 4n i«r* 
rati from 'A |Mg, \wfaose^^pi!Ksked^^^e 
Sshikaid^M' aef«ot^ bdi^ ' of ^ihe Sbjttktaid 
bi^aed^ ipreaenj^ .a; spnse^itt f^M^iniifalAiR 

gruht^ one ol Iheki i^ diiat 

keibecavpe ir£»il)that moni^' ^^MeaijBf ^ : 4aid 

he dM noV loi!te Ms propensity to:.tliiarin^ 
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as 'he seized aad i^Kleavou 
t}ie smith's apviL Fui4i«g^ 
remove ity he l^id' .hdld of 

m<^i thtew It <Hi ihe ice> % 

hiii}3elf) deUb«9f^)r ,80t it 
and made i>C As ^is ^ww 
(xndd nc>t spfu^, X senta pt^ 
it^ who foUowed him hal)ooii 
got. pitetity near him. > Seeix^ 
be oVertaken^^ actifiiUy, wm 
in»Qw, «9d went OH: wi<^; ithA 
which wie w^re oonvinced ; Uutt, 
wfi» doing wjrcmg : < the msaa^ -. on i 
bainiiBwr, left off the.pursuil Mi 
while he. went off and was s^i 
th«t<da}^. I 

'. iShqftl^ a/^r< ane&er <^ ti i 
h«lireedv«d a {Nreaeiit i»ii»at^ i 

hsiiitter md s6n«tT«iil3«M If^ilHb^ I 
and putting his fi9qpiitt^fK9 tq>9 

maiiui^/rfedy».fdngBnd»vife!anj>iy i 

■ Among \ olfaer . jutiiiwei»«Q6h #ff4 1 
the ififlloers ,j|nfd'mie«>.fciiii)l|p«^^ I 
t^)«|s';09i .Ihe rJiiexfitoieMlt of' the 
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was the e&ekt prodoced upon tfaem by 
se^ng thieir laces in a -magnifying mirror : 
their grimaces were highly entertaining, 
whijb, Uke ^monkies, they looked first into 
it, vamd then behind it, in hopes of finding 
the monster which was exaggerating^ their 
hid90us gestaresi * A watch was also h^ 
to^jNbe ear of oBe, who suppling ii ilive, 
afidifHi if it was good to eat On tiding 
dbmoi the j^^ais of the skylight ai^ bin* 
nac^9 tsfae^ toudbed it, and demrod to know 
y^EsA Idind of ice at was. * During- thia sc^e 
one ofi tfairani^ wand^^d to the main hateh^-^ 
w^i Jtnd^ stooping down^ saw the seijeatrt 
ofi mmrmmi whose red coat( |iso«liiced a 
loudexclamation of wonder, while his x^n^ 
attkude «and figure did ^ not less^ estate lihe 
sucfpse of our tars^ who for the fiMt time 
diaoOT^i»^.s^ 

ini^:(diiiK drass of the natives. ^ ^ : .. v 
^il%»e litres; .nsi^areigra^ weee now 
handed down to my cabin, /«Mt >showi tJaie 
use of liie idiabs, whifth4hey did not coin- 
piohmid, appearang to have no notion^ 
tti^ otiber seat than tlie ground. ^ -B^i^ 
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seated) we attempted %o t 
in which Lieutenant Hi 
Mr. ^Bushnati, and myself, 
time employed. During! 
ful it m%ht alarm them, 
with' questions, collecting 1 
same time the informatioi 
desiirable to^obtain, and dii 
to w^ j^those ' questions wh 
natur^^f thij» visit pennttted 
ai^/jmoet^ essential, and of wl 
will )appear hereaftier. Our > € 
compietdd, and interro^tarii 
begsiutto be -wsy inquisitk^ % 
i(j£ ev'Qty t^ng in the cdbiUi. 
them.>papers, books, drawings^ 
|q«th|ffiwti(Mi^ inalmvitots^ i whi 
€»ily^ t»e;.ti»i»l efleot m as toxUaini 
OQ ?bdilg^}8lE|0'«t» tbe prints in; (ik 
of the natives :o£^Qltaiiei1se^ the} 
to V graBp^th^epiil££BiiUenthfr ccaenq 
l^ftiiejtiw^M^hQp^esenta^^ 
beagd^t llle «^§^MiiEi^w]ifeing9d 
reau^ and o£ otfaet imo^nB§am 

atfomiiUtttBivt^ but a 
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'from ^e iratbre of the mateiiiJs only, as 
the J* seemed to fortA no idea of 'tberr uses. 
1%^ were now conducted t)o"tlre'gttn- 
rocoh, and afterwards rtmndthe sltip, biil 
inttioiit appearing to disttnguidi any thing 
pfiirticidarly^ eitcept ' the wood, in her ooa* 
stnlotion, Btampsng on the deck, ati if in 
evUent sarprbe at^ the- quantity df ''the 
valuable itiaterial. In hopes' of ameeing 
thei^, the violin was then serit'ibr^ and 
some finnes w^ie ' played ; they^ however, 
pud no att^atiinx to this^ seeming qttite 
uncomo^Tied eiUler about the souni^ or 
t^e ped&fmirar ; a suffildenr^^roof titaC' ^ 
love a«Pmn«tc is an: admired t^te, attdlliat 
itT8qairesex^rieti«i«todiMitiguluih b^«>^6^ 
tliat<tad:o£her«imiUt noi^e^. A fltite^wad 
Aftfermu^ soandiid fer theit],^^4ueh^e)bm^ 
to exact 'somewhat morei RlteMicot, 'pro^ 
bafciyifromits iiese»rlb](i^g' more ilfeAi4f itt 
^pe -tlie^'ol^t^ to which d^ift^t^e ^ 
oubai^ed $ OI1& (»f them put>it tt> hi»«adatb 
and iildar bn it, but imme^at^ly ^kMYlt 

OKvatuming to tiie cabin, wm 'bifeboH 
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Was pnoduced, and a piece eatearby Saeheiise 
befin^^e presenting it to Uiem :^ one of then 
thep took a. piece abo into his raantfi^ Imt 
ltli4Q9t unmediately apat it outrwkfit appan^ 
rent diagust. Some salt meat^ tbat. was 
after;siraxxis ofibred» . predueed the same fdffiet 
We JKm^ alsozasdertained thek^nindes^iiiiat 
of tbe idd^st biNhg !Ek*yick^ and tbat «f ^he 
two .otbers, .wlio were his braiiier'& seiA, 
Manhtilfik lUDud OtooniaL S(>mB JttggliBii»' 
tricks were .afterwards exhMaked by Mb 
Beverley, which seemed to.disoooeertihaa^ 
as they becaiiDus uneasy, aewl eBBspvwteA a 
to' go on deek; :We accoi»iuigly . asi^ 
them^ iUQid^ hj pointing Uk^ tiie 
pieces of ioe i^al^ wete idoagsid^^rEtteiiqptte^ 
to discover to wjiat eictent -tbey 'G0|dd cmnirt;^ 
fcMT: iJbe'puipws of jasbertai»^ i|Bf»^ 
bers of;^ ;^ea: ; tr&a We found, <:howievei^ 
they conld asdj^radbcni to ten^^ . aadf on an^ 
qturiog, thoMibrer if th«it «oiin0y< i»9s- 
^imuSi. B» mmy- v^^ as^thereiVnsNr 

pieces of iee, ihe^ i^^ied, ^^ Many iMMte^^' 
a fhobsasui £iiagmtot& 'weiie^ perhaps, dien 
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r The knives had hy #w time been ^^xa^ 
mtned by ihedommmmy "^Am thfMfbl they 
ivere made from ^wtm ^ hnm htmp^ or 
from: flfttteiMd mils : ■'m^ IjWWlfim^ waked 
i£ mnf flBOBk at vmxik ilmi^' i^^ 
drtlr^n on dieir dMire ;''ttf > nMdieiiM^ re- 
pliodt thit a piece of wood uri^ some naik 
i^oome cm shore, and been picked up. 
Wey thodbre, concluded that tlie knives 
whidh they had left with us had been formed 
ircKm this iron, and owsequently made no 
fiirther enquiries. 

^ Thty. were iiow loackd with various pre- 
swts, consiating of some articles of clothii^, 
Imcttk, and pieces of wood, in additioii to 
which the plank that had l>een used in 
croaatng the chasm was given to them. 
They dieb -; dqpiarted, promimi^ to x^um 
as sorni as ^ey liad eaten and slep^' as:^we 
had no mean3 of exphining to them what 
toHBOTiow meant i The parting was at- 
tended with the oereBwny of pulling Gnoses: 



oni>oth sideSiL 



n -^ < 



After they had readied ;and crossed the 
chasm, they wcSre observed by scmie men. 
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wbo bad beeii 9ej|$; I9 ^kCGompaixy them, 
Ui«>p8«g.aw»y tiift^iiewt, and splittii^ the 
plaiill, ifrjb#£h, .w8%<iC te»ky into small pieces, 
L <te,r,.V»»x<.f #vidi.g k WUM« the 
{MUtlVi ri8QfHi)|||;«r tfap tib^y; iaQwite4 their 

appair^Uy.Jn.gre«tglee.. .... 
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A TO¥JlGE of DISOO^ERir 



CHAF. VI. 



»B» AHIFS OBLIGED TO tEAVE ! THBlIt MOOftlNQS- '^ 

DISCOVERY OF PRINCE REGENT's BAy ANP DEPAR- 
TURE FROM IT. 

Aug. 11. The drifting of the ice this mom-^ 
ing apprised us of an approaching southeriy 
breeze, and made our situation no longer 
tenable ; we were, therefore^ obliged to cast 
loose, and, after passing through several 
narrow channels and much loose ice, we 
advanced seven miles further to the west- 
ward, and fortunately found a place of 
safety under the lee of a very large iceberg,, 
which lay aground in one hundred and fifty 
fathoms. No sooner were both ships fast, 
than an immense floe of ice, with two small 
bergs in it, came into contact with the large 
berg, the corner of which was raised several 
feet ; a huge piece of the precipice was- 
struck off by the concussion, and fell with 
a dreadful crash^ breaking the ice below it^ 
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and raising a wave t i 
pieces for several hunc 
the ships roll considen 

The ice then took a i 
completely closed the i 
left but. a few minutes I • 
to drift during the whol I 
fall of snow coming on, 
be seen : the weather, 1 } 
clear at midnight, and a 
an account of our proc i 
Idfl on the flowing ice. 
^ During this day we mi 
to discover from Sacheusi i 
ticulars he had learned i 
tives; the hurry of the i 
prevented us from conver i 
him as we could have ' 
other less important parti : 
that they had sent their ^ i 
dren to the mountains, am 
ginal intention of coming i 
to request us to go away, ai 
them : they also informed 
bad watched for some time 
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the ships would fly to the sun or the mdo»j 
from one of which they concluded weitHist 
have come. One of th^r coihpsaiwiB bad 
been so much alarmed, that he ran oS to 
the mountains, and had not cetunied. ' 

We also found, what he hod >fof^ottffla> to 
tell us before, thatr the iron was protaired 
from a mountaui; near the shore. They 
bad informed him that there was a roek of 
it» or more, (for it could not at tbia timebe 
ascertfoned which,) and that the piecea 
from which the blades of their kaiVes .were 
made were cut oS by means'ofa^uup stone. 
We now, therefore, bad much, neason to r^- 
gret that the party which had lahdedton 
tlie spot which Mr. Bmhnan ' had deter^ 
mined to be an island, on the morning of 
the 8th, bad not proceeded further, wad 
that they did not examine the mountains^ 
where it now appeared that this iron wm 
found. On miniite enquiry it hadr indeed, 
beea discovered, that the island in> question 
was doseJx) the land, and attached to it bjf 
ice ; and that the mountain containiog the 
iron rose immediately from it, so asto have 
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renfd^ed this examinfition 
ticftble.^' We had now^ h< 
a tomiAmvib\e distataice, 
and the' ice both, were ir 
settled ^ to petmit my «ertd 
disdlg^tje Irbm the ship. 
; Mgnit m— 'Die first 
was sufficiently clear to al 
good observations, for th( 
riation of the compass, ar 
and' having taken accural 
land, which was feund t 
bay, I named it after the 
commemoration of His 
birth--day« It was chsi 
celebration of hoisting 
and a salute of musque 
for, besides the irrep 
might be done to the c! 
omcussion of great gu 
Uiat the natives, whoi 
only six or seven miles 
be alarmed. We cont 
ice, and unable to mab 
mg the whole day, \ 

K 
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maiijder of wfaich we h&d both rain and 
^fM, with the appearance of unsettled 
weather> Two or three natives were seen 
ai ^ great distance* but none ventured near 
Ih^^ship. ' We sounded here in one hun- 
dred and fifly fathoms, and tried the tem- 
petatiUrb of the water at various d^ths, by 
the" self-registering thermometer. 

August 13. — On the following mtwiiijag, 
ll^t airs to the eastward, and a^ rapid dis- 
appearance of the ice,- raised our hopes ot 
proceeding. Early in the forenoon a pafl»> 
age opened along the land icei and the 
wind backing to the south, we trusted to 
find a better place of shelter further on. 
The berg by which we had been protected 
having separated in several pieces, we cast 
off and made sail, but having proceeded ten 
miles to the westward, were stopped by a 
barriier of large floes and bergs, which 
seemed to extend from the land to the 
^ain ice : the icebergs appearing to be 
agrodnd, and very near to each other. To 
the northward o( them some dear wat^ 
was to be seen from the mast-head^ aod k 
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^pptMed to lAe tha4: the 4i 
to the north. Our l^kst 
Master saw land from the 
ing true W. S- W* Thfe 
extremdy clear, ami all i 
sefemed Wonderfully ralsec 
The sun passing in azimutb 
neate thera on the horizon 
beautiful manner; thef refl 
oii the iceberg^ were pemi 
bright green^ blue, aiid ora | 
prevailing oolouts. It wi/A al 
tained) that the land scfeli b} 
sis well as by ^eireral sean : 
mast-head, must hare been a 
idiisttance of one hundred am 
The ice was now closing in i 
weather had every appearan 
and we lost tio time in seeki 
did^r, which we were fortune 
find close to ati iceberg, that \ 
cured to the land ice. In thi^i 
mAsll bay, in which we were m 
wef e very soom beset, as we ex 
Dating the three last days w 
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ber of ivhales, which sotnetimes 
alongside of the ship to respire, 
not se^n nt eil aWni^ i .y/e saw 
seia^nicoriis ; andiaihe,mQ^iag$' 
ings tjbe ppoU 9^ watex w«rj^ Ujte- 
irming, ^MJIj »wts,, hundre^^.pf 
ce daily ^?Ji9t ,i .,. ; 

i; ^9t.?•ew.8jne4lQng at .mur.PBv. 
, : l^fore ,we , Tvere gratifted by itfce 
;e of thr^ of the pativ^s- at, a dift- 
'yenarations were ^^cco^din^y madsi 
Quipg.QUr., intepcoMrs^ if they 
qve to be. t^he jaipe that had beea; 
>r for ob?aip:i«g a pwley* if (iey; 
rn out, tp be* strangers. , , , . i, : 
g-8ta^^ as on a for;^^!- oeeasion, 
efore,. pitched at some,, distaflce' 
ships, and the aatives were shorty 
jproad^ it, without. nim*h hepi^ar. 
arm. They were obs^^ed, ^o .taJo , 

;b^ which was.^tached ^o it J 

examirjiqg the. contents,, thej^ ]Ce^». 
;iH tq their pjflce, and .reJ^ujKxe^ to . 
,^s. This j)Toce04i-Bgt. W* after- 
lierstpod to originate in supersli-' 
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tiotis fear, and not to arise : 
liar relgard to the rights oj 
specting which oh ' other 
showed the usual feelings o 
cheus** Was then fumished 
and sent to speak with the 
immediately, that thc^y wc 
fri^ds, but other natives 
ceived from them a good re 
ther with th^ fcistory of c 
that *lived beyond the ice, i 
prevented any alarm at ou 

On receiving this accou 
Lieuten^mt Parry to the p 
eation, and performed th 
ready described, assurir 
friendship, and inviting t 

It being proposed that 
dose to the ship on their 
got into his sledge, for 
we had thus ' an opportv 
the mode in which he i 
These WCTe six in numl 
collar of seal-skin, :tw< 
whid) the 'one end of 
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strong hide, ^out three yards long, w^ 
tied ; the other end b^tng fastened to thd 
for« par£ of the sledge : thus they all stood 
n^rly abreast, each di^wing by a sin^e 
tracer without rdins. No sooner did they 
hear the crack of the whip^ t^n they set <M 
U full speed, while he seeitted to ttum^ 
them with the greatest easd, guiding th«m 
pwtly by hia voice, and partly by' the sound 
of die whip. On approaching our sailors^ 
however, they became so terrifiedj that itwas 
with some diificulty they could be stopped. 
They were at length fastened to the ice, 
and one of the younger men, who had 
come up behind* waS left in charge of the 
whole 

They were much delighted with the pr&* 
sents that were now given to them ; but as 
it speared that tliey had seen those wl»ch 
we had given tot,he first ^arty^ their ear- 
prise was not. to be com|ntred to that wfai^ 
we had already witnessed. In return I re- 
(dtved a spear) made of the sea-unioonl's 
bom» with a sledge, made chiefly of the 
boneb of the seal, tied together with tboiigs 
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i»f fleal-skin; the runners^ 
being Ibrmad of 8ea-*i: 
I also purehased from t] 
with some diScUlty, a 
yery averse to part with 
^one. whiQh appeared to IS 
the ba^dsoipeBt. . In exai 
fcqnd that three of them 
^ye; theses as the .ni^iv 
having been accidents fron 
whip« The dog wasi boun 
one of the sailors, and: an 
was made of him by Mr. i 
mal was9 some time afterws 
ly washed overboard in a { 
The other two natives i 
iis to the ship, and were 
at every thing they saw ; I 
that they had been prepar 
by our former visiters^ as 
means so clamorous. 

^ The pecuiiaritieBi of this vai 
<'umstafices in which it differs fr< 

• • • 

maiix dog, will be found in the A 
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^\ The party ^consisted of ^e father, a^man 
iibpftit forty lyeairdf age^ whose niitne was 
Meigaok, andi^kb t^()V^ sonfs: thd dnen^d 
•QQCHnpaniedihtm^ 4i laA^f-iev&i^smi'i %a8 
called Ekire^aok r^ >the name o^ tl^yOttnger^ 
wIm^ mmained mtk4beistedger wlis ^ttcft dis-^ 
cofiffired, > ^Meigack -^fvsas how ^^Odk&tt 'down 
lOtQ^the cabin^iiatid informed tfft^tbat^lf 'had 
>;wi&^ threeisims, and a dau^!i4ier }' tliat, in 
the aummer seaflmi^^ they emrtie^^lram ^ Psto^ 
waqk lof thiS' jAaeBf ^i^fa wns eadled' Aekul- 
J[o!ii^Jssiek, toiiialixh ised^s and sea^timtidfns, 
a^'toprociBreifi^om; and tbat^heyretutlied 
wfaapMtbe : wn 4eft them* He ^promised- to 
bring his wife to Bee thig shyp, but Sadietise 
was of opinioii^thsft he did not n^an to keep 
his pjcombe, which turned out €ventiidlly to 
beithe case* ]Efe:*ww^ mtw iwtefi?t^d(ted ^re- 
spifsctiiig the ibw wit^ ^likii hiskm^'^as 
edged, aodiieiriferoti^dss^liiiat^it l^ai^^A^ 
in the mountaio; befc^cMiiittntkfiled ; 0W i€ 
waa in ^etasral large ma^^ ($##hich one in 
patfihmla^^ which m^ebi ^hffidisr ^an the 'r^t, 
w»8ia|Mrt of'tJfie mountain y that the others 
were in large pcedes.above ground, and not 
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«f sa hard a. n^buire ;* that «t : 
with^a hard Mone, aad th^fi t i 
pieces oC the sieie of a^/aixper 
oval shape* Astth& place wfa 
wasi^aQc^whlchtscaUadSai i 
leasblii9esirt;y-fiiFB>suie9idiatairt, i 
th«fewa9^]i»rf uDsetdfid, I «Qtid I 
to 4^iid laBotherpmiy. to eficav 
unccarteiu /howiiaocHi wd mig 
fromr our presesut fs^sikM. -. 
o^^>ed high rewards^ and -pares: 
toiiwiig lis some speeknens^of 
readily promised^ : His . portn i 
taken hy Mr. Skene and JMi 
and ira ohtam^ by: means i 
much infoianafcion, which will 

heraa&er. ' ■ ' ' — i 

f Hhey showied the saraedisli 
as ther oth^Rl iiad-doiie f aftd < 
rit8r:«]id:win^rhleiBg ofiered.to 
epcpiF43ssed 9ti3!k(iffait9tex aversi 
away the glass ^ as soon as it 
their Ups. A wiae-glass. cxcifae 
eurio«ity ve^yjmiifihjj'onrwbidi 
qiedifitdy: presenl^ :wilh <ons^ 
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we enquired to what purpose ha meant to 
apply it, he said it was intended for hi» 
wife } when he went on deck, he tied itv 
together with some pieces of iron wludt 
had been given hitn,- to the back of hift 
sledge, appearing to have ibrgotten that he 
hod sold it to me. Before quitting the ib^, 
we exp^ined to bis satiB&ction, that he had 
parted with his sledge, and, taking the 
wine-glass out of the package he had made, 
explained to him that it was easily broken. • 
When on deck, as he was about to leave 
as, he pointed to his house, which was^ &^ 
posite to the ship, about thr-ee mile^ di^ 
tant, and could be discamed by the tele^ 
scope : he also informed us that the head- 
land furthest to the nqrth, which was six 
miles off, was called Inmallick, and that on 
the other side of it there was a clear se&^ 
Having made both of them presents, iiCm- 
sisting of a small harpoon, with some^ pieces- 
of iron and of wood, I repeated my in- 
treaties that they would bring ^eoimens of 
their iron ; having reason to suspect iroffl 
thmr account, that t^e rocks fjxtidi ^rMth 
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they had procurad it were mass 
iron. Tfaey promised to teU 
wfaen they had eaten and sle] 
with niope oi their oountvymen. 
- It wa9 abiMit 'throe o'clock 
d^iofted^ highly pleased, like 
paety ,' :witii their reception. 1 
conrered witb small protuberai 
$oon lost sight of them as the; 
towards the shore ; to gain w^ 
that they were oUi|^d to folk 
eiatousx^ute, we easily peree 
9fose from a number of pool 
in the ice^ as it was evident 
only three or four miles from 
direet line. 

During the whole of this d 
had a very unsettled appea 
^arda the evenmg the wind 
strong gale^ attended with 
snow, which, during the nigl 
land ; but, a shower of rain 
cleared awajy at iikree o'clo 
frost succeeded; when the 
diseoyeced* We were soon 
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set with heavy ice, but the iceberg under 
which we had taken shelter, defended us 
&om its pressure. . In order to detennihe 
whether or not any current existed here^ 
to^jether with the depth of watery and its 
tempei^uie at! difierent depths, the neces- 
aa,t:y experinaents were made, and sotmd- 
iags were obtained in four hundred, and 
fifty-five Jbt^oms, by whidi a qu^ky of 
Hund was brought up. It is worthy' of re- 
nttvlE, that here, as on the whole of tliis 
coast to the. northward of 70°, we fottnd 
the water,: deepest when nearest the land, 
and that no current was crfjserved. ' : 
- Aiigmt 14.— The weather contitraing 
clear, we had good azimutlis, and seremL 
observations on the .deviation of thie ^nrag- 
netic needle were also made. In. the mean 
time, the boats were sent to procure wiater- 
fowl, and they :retumed with three hundred 
aiffks, which were, as usual, served to the 
ship's company; , > ;.,..,:.': 
' At two in the afternoon a party of ten 
natives were seoi (^jmiachjng.tlie ship on 
A«r sledges. I went out to meei theth. 
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tbgetii«r urith Mn Pa 
we were glad to reco 
acquaintances^ togetl 
whose &ces were nev 
shiuck, Otooniah, M 
and>jth& man who hi 
They i|qw csme for^ 
alaraiY ;but wi^ut 
pul^D^ of noses and 
being dispensed wit 
them a^aUskin ihad 
with ttiFt they begati i 
and at us.. In this p 
to the great amusei 
This ft)ot-bali was t 
pgan» and we fotind 
unicom during the n 
tailie 80uth-eastwar< 
mediately asked for 
replied that it was a 

We now invited thei 
accompanied us witi 
were, however, no 
they pixMzeeded hot 
layirtg hands on eve 
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hey met with, wd pocketing vmty nail 
;bey could find about t^ ship. I [Hrocuved 
rom them a sledge of the same descrqitiiM 
18 the fomter, and a couple of knives. They 
tlso gttve me a piece of dried sea-unicQiii*B 
iesh, which appeared to have been parched^ 
>r half-roaatedi as it bore the marics of fire. 
[ att«siapted, in vtm, to prociu% another 
log trom them, but they could not be pn-* 
luaded to pftrt with him* We had ab^idy 
leen them eat the dried flesh of the sea- 
micom» and had now an oppOTtunity of 
liacovering that they bad no acrupl« of cot- 
ngraw flesh in any stata Oneof thera, 
vhq had a bag full of awk^ took out one 
n our presence* aad devoured it raw^ but 
m being asked if this was a common prac^ 
iee, they infonned us that they cmly ata 
h^n in thia state when they bad no con- 
'cvicnce for cookery. 

The whole party had now aswmbled at 
he edge (^ the ice nearest the diip, but aa 
he was moored about twenty yazds off* it 
)ecame necessary for tlwm to xaakB use of 
he bolt IB or^r to get cm board. This 
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■i t 

Att^tiat H. Xat. 

WM accordingly proj 
gone in and out of it 
them that there was n 
stepped iH^ but with 
apprehension i and w 
the boat roU from 
fears were es^treme. 
ssfidy on board, and 1 
in helping themselves 
portable^ Meigack/ bis 
three strangers^ were si 
and many questions we 
substance of which wi 
together with the rest 
that was collected at dil 
then tried to discover i 
th^tt any amusements, 
dancing ; jand^ after soft 
ceeded in persuading two 
w1k>9 we were made to 
nephews of Ervik, to giv 
of their dancing. One of 
b^gfin immediately to dist 
turn up his eyes in a mann 
sembling the appearance ol 

1- 2 
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t of epilepsy, that we were convinced this 
:ddeflt bad happened, and I was about to, 
tU for assiMance irom the surgeon. I wfts, 
DWever, so<»i undeceived, as he immedi^ 
«ly prdceeided to execute, in soccession, 
variety of eixtniordinary gestures and atti- 
ides, ftcoompaiiied by the mort hideou? 
istortions of countenance. Like the saoi" 
X' amusements of very different climates, 
lose contained tbie indecent alluMoAa 
hich are well known to fbrm an essential 
ature in t^e dan^ces of many nations, in 
iier 'respects far advanced in civilisation.' 
heboidy was generally ina^tooping posti^tr^- 
id the hands resting on the knees. After 
few minutes the first performer began to 
ag « Aranah ajah*," and in a very short,' 
me the second, who had been looki^ at 
le other in silence, began, as if In^irjed,, 
I distort his &ce, aqd imitate the indc^l-^ 
le attitudes of the first, joinuig aocm af^^ 
th£ chorus, '* HejatB^ hejevw," - jMler, 
is had continued with increasing epe^ 

* lits son^, whit^ haj) no interpret&don, ii descTib*^ 
ISnmtz's GreenbnA --'■.'■- . ... ^ / 
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Iot ten minutes, the turn 
changed to a shrill note, in \ 
^* Weehee^ wiiehee^^ wereutti 
rapidity* They then approac 
by slipping their feet forward, 
in greaf agitation, until their i 
when a saiyage laugh ended 
Miliary performance. ' This ex 
loudly applauded, and when 
plained that we wished them 
they readily assented, with mu 
niour. Meigack, in the mean t 
the attention of every oiie engage 
cation to slip unc^served by us in 
room, and purloined my best t€ 
case of razors, and a pair of scissc 
he art&Ily concealed in his tunic; 
^e party and the amusements as i 
httd happi^sied. He^ however, 
escape the vigilance of the steward, 
fewed him on deck, charged hhn wi 
iiig the articles, knd made himretuf 
iniiiidi he did i^thout hesitation, 
afterwards some conversation with 
the danoora, who, we foimd> Wfts an *' 

1.3 
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toit/' or conjuror, the substance of whic& 
vill be hereafter mentioned. Having found 
ault with Meigack for not bringing his wife 
o see U8} he eagerly enquired if our nation 
»}Dsisted wholly of men, or if we had wo<- 
neh with us. Upon this I showed him a 
niniature of Mrs. Bois ; at which they 
were much surprised, and for some time 
seemed to think that the picture was alive. 
^ thought seemed then suddenly to strike 
:hem, that the ladies might be in the other 
ihip ; upon which they all set off for the 
&jezander, which lay alongside of the ice^ 
■bout two hundred yards from the Isabella:; 
[>ut finding their mistake, they soon retun^ 
id to us, and evidently disappointed. A 
parcel was, in the mean time, made op, 
Donsiating of some uticles of clothing, look- 
ing-glasses, knives, scistars, and a snuff-boB, 
tm which w^ a portrait of His Royal Higl»- 
(less the Prince Begent, asf a present to 
thdr kii^, TuHoowah. These were put 
into a canvas bag; bat :6acheuie harng 
enquired of some of the p<tr^, rctpeckhig 
^ fTohthiHtj «f its being (Mivend, it wm 
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found that their proj 

de'ed this project he 

tere4 «3ty intentions, 

imripd when we mig 

visit I now explaii 

wm, :as well as to 

much I was disappc 

perform the promisi 

ingtfae iron, and i 

for some specimens 

liirpoon and a lance 

« broken spar, all t 

Ijive them in retu 

jUKSuring them, that 

permitted to come 

my forther presen 

This they promised 

<miikl } but we wer< 

formed, that a$ the 

ttderable dist^ce^ 

twice before they c 

imottiited their sled 

foreut directions, 

«aDi5ftlie landi 

In the evening 
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Stormy appearance and the wind oeribtimnd 
to blow from the east The drtftuig of tte 
iloea, had now also con^derahly accumo*- 
kted the ice which formed the barrier to 
the north, and} at the same tim«, rendenA 
it doubtful if we could maintain our stto^ 
^ion m)ich,.]oiij^; as it was, therefore^ 
nece^ar J tQ keep all hands on board, £» 
the safety of the ship, it became impossible 
for me to d^tachaparty to tJie shore. 

W^had ^riQw duxiitg the nighty and Uie 
ice continqed to! beset us throughout s 
great jHut of.the folk>wing day, till it' was 
at lengU) soniewhat thawed by a heavy fiUl 
of rajp. In the afternoon we were visitai ; . 
l^ the natives who had been on board the 
jH'ececBng day, with the exception of Meih 
gack andi^his fainily ; and also bytwootiiwa 
whom we had not seen before. ^ Aa th^ 
broi^fat neither the irooAor thetutideaiii^ 
dress tij^ey had promised, I^ve orders tbaA : 
they should not J^,p^mitted.to>CDini»;CB 
boa^, or to rep^iye #ny presei^ Thfif' 
sai4 th^y ha^'^n.^t J^^ 
laud to th<i ,n€|i^ward)>. t&. pnsocura 
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for the purpose of cutting off i 
the n>ck ; and they gave us i 
which appeared to be a ba : 
with a- little of the dried mo ; 
ready :£Dfr trinan^ing their lano] i 
learnt that the water was cL , 
.the.iibrthern side of the Cape 
.whidi^ could not fail to raise o i 
4he hopes of making some pre ; 
as we were able to move from 
position; Finding they were i i 
to come on board, they becan 
impertinent: but Sacheuse I 
tfaehn that our angefcok would 
to separate, and prevent their ] 
did not go» they departed^ ji 
bring the iron without delay. 

in the evening the weathei 
anily at length, it became quil 
icd'^hen separated, and so mu* 
so9)fNebd, that the pool of water 
riii|lwiis lying, increased to i 
thllw;«aile9eaoh way. As soon 
cle«fiFe<^<i^ awks were seen % 



154 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERT 

AnguM 16. L>1. 75° 57'. Long- 9^ iF. 

surface of the water. We found that thfiiy 
came to feed on the same insects ad th6 
whale, and observed them devouring th6 
heroes and cancers with which the water 
WAS crowded. Numerous whales were also 
observed engaged in the same pursuit, and 
I have no doubt that the fishery mtg^t 
here be pursued with success. Two boatfi 
were despatched from each ship, to procure 
as many as possible of these birds, for the 
purpose of preserving them in ice, aod^ at 
midnight tiiey returned with about fiileen 
hundred ; having, on an averse, killed fif- 
teen at each shot The boats of the AIcsm 
ander were nearly as succesdul ; three fasnb 
were afterwards daily served to each .iiimd<, 
and they were found, among other wv^ of 
dressiifg them, to make excelloit soup, not 
unlike, <» at aU inferioiv to that made of a 
ha»e. 

A^^l^ — 'This morning the lu^ice- 
berg, which had sakwg. defimdediift £rom 
the^ift ice and from the g«ie* sapanked 
IVom the land-it^ and took a direction to . 
the aoi^wlvd. The wind at \he same 
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time sprung up frou 
made fast to a fk>e, it 
motion of the ice. 
we had a good meridi 
and some observatioi 
needle ;. we also triec 
tftrument for ascertaio 
but obtained no sat 
ibur o'clock the ice hi 
to warrant u* ii^ ^tt< 
the northward. Bein 
ey«r, not to quit ti 
with<Mit some further 
the nativesr I sent a i 
tb look out, that I 
was hay prospect o: 
Unfortunately none ^ i 
fediag it, therefore^ 

position, and to pi 
time, the main obj 
I gave f to thi» eom 
Avetic Highlandis ; i i 
the kiey mftd^ sail. 
Bay*-' - ^■■^' V .-. 
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. , , . CHAP. VII. 

TH^ AftCTiC UIGHUNDS. — r NATUKE OF THS COUNIKV. 

*— IIS PftODUCE. — INHABITANTS. — LANGUAGE. — 

. Uotfk or LIVING. — : ifANNBBS AND CUSTOMS . 

The eaoBlry, towiich I bavfi: given the 
nMoe of- tbe- Arctic Hi^ilands, is ' situated 
in tlie Dorth.-ea8t comer of Baffin's Ba^, 
b<)|**tfae WttndiBs of 76° and TT" ■WN., 
dutf ftertongitattet of 60° and 'It W. ; 
«iMn^^ng "tjbvn on - the seatsbore fcr -on? 
hiaidrvdandtweiitT^tniles in a N.W. direc> 
tioQ: fts breadtib, where wid^ does not 
exj^eed ' tvmty ^6i}ea, ^id toward^ ^h^ ' e%- 
trenSies -is' reduced to nothing.' It' i« 
heUfidad^oftilie sptttfa by ao imm^selMS 
ritir foTiffiNUitHOT coveted with ice, wbi^ 
)j*est8»;iSe?a)-1a(J*ijd(> WStfi and exr 
ftnSa t<>l*'*«rtb- At'ft » cooldbft 
judged^ 6eai 'We- ahi^ this barrier is .bur 
paassMe ; and iA many places the toBd «» 
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extends for several miles 
frowi the precipices with wl 
nected* The interior couni 
irregular group of mouiitiu] 
dining gradually from the 
jfore ..mentioned,' towards^ tJ 
it loaches in an irre^lar m 
at a considerable elevation 
ranging from five hundred t 
ft^t ia h^i^jt^,. This tiraqt 
tirelj covered with ice^ and 
iti;q[^ai^le; 
Oa the isurface of the ] 

V " - ... 

dill^ a scanty tppearanci 
of ja^ yeUowish'-green colour 
of a.heath'-brQwn^ was to I 
th^ &et^ similip: tr«c0Svof 
duxe were sAafx ajpiwDent ; J 
w^re^seen d^ifp f^Lyl^e^ i 

peix^tlbk} -t|]^, fd^ 

i8liuidsclQ3r.of.aea4fie9 an 
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Mid'to thia must alao be iitrfl)uied the ap^ 
pearaace ■ of Terdure just described. This 
ooact is^ therefore, the cesort of wild fowl 
ia the breeding seasoo ; and, front its exf 
posure to the aeai-winds, it taadt be soonec 
and longer opiefl than the more Bonthem 
pait9» vhidbi are narrows, and where the 
water it diallower : for the some reasons^ 
it- BuiBt be the xeaoxt of seals and BCfr- 
wuconi^ b<Hh earlier and later, hi the 



The boundary of this region in;aat be 
{dabed to the oorfchwaid of Whale Soun^ 
at €ap8 RobcfftsCHi. Fnwi that cape ao* 
vaiMls the north- the mountuns rise imme- 
diatd^y ^from tlw sea, with a c^id aacei^' 
fenaing: a £idge similar to diat which takes 
its xtse at Cape Melville. Thus it is ea..^ 
closed on^ wAta, and precluded from att 
poSBJfaai^ of coinmunieati<!m by land aairii 
anyot^er h^h^ntantaof thisooootr^r shcHitd. 
tibera be asylo the rcaitiracd of tlnxn. We 
. wen cUstuctly inftonwd by the natinnv 
tint tke traofe of knd: which they inhabit 
wu«onfiiBiioiit;Stidnotconipoaed(^iahuids^ 
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90 described by som^ 
of Greenland. Theoi 

was said to be in tl 
bited part, and whic 
than: Wolstenholm Is 
; With respect tq 
to^ntry, it is imposs 
la oi&r some conjectu 
klK>wledge on this si^. 
be judged) the cliffs 
they were exposed9 to p 
iff strMificaiion ; the 
U tke^ strata seemini 
luigks^ The geii^sal o\ 
of the.GOuntry also ap 
tte generJ exfatence 
Ibwi the summits of 
ridge to the lowest, sk 
^(Mfi conjecture Jbstn 
lawtui^ of the few.spe 
Yi^MdtXf^ aa . may be seen 
^iitnd in the Appendixi 
tiB^: limited, to gnasa; a 
be expected Iroa^the atra 
already describied^ Th(^<? g 
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seen, is sti^Mned in the remarks Vpbich 
accompany that Hst, to be the produce of 
veins : besides these two substances, there 
is a specimen of porphyry from Cape Mel- 
ville, which is, in all probability, a frag« 
ment irom a vein. At Cape York, it is 
probable that some members of the trap 
faiAUy exist, although it is impossible to 
detOTmine under wh^ form, as a soUtuy 
specimen only was found, and that wis a 
rounded pdsble ; it is a very compact and 
6ae-grained greenstone, of a somewhat 
porphyritic character, and is the rock used 
by the natives (already mentioned), for the 
pu^wse of cutting the fragments of ircm 
firom the masses of that substance. 

The most important mineral production 
of this country, is the iron already de- 
sciibed, which is found onlj at SowaHidft 
or the IrcHi MounUuns. The circumstiraeei 
attondibg this have already been desoribed : 
it is BOW (mly necessary to add, that it hM 
beeB«Kamined by Dr. Wc^Uastoo, aad ^und 
to oorabun mdul> nid that H » pmkAtlj 
of meteoric t^^gin, since aU the pusses 
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.hitherto-found in different 
posed to be derived fronx 
are distinguished by that ] 
The most conspkuQus ^ 
Mom of this country cpnsi 
•iid i vaifioiia . coapse gras9 
ftccount of whiph is^ven 
ThjBre. wa& no appearanc 
m0T did we discover that t 
UK of vegetable food. T 
found in great plenty, is si 
ifi lengthy and when dried 
the oil QV blubber of the 
corn, is used for a wick : 
fprtable fire, and servinjj 
The heath and grass i\ 
shelter of the hares and 
the natives informed m 
4%p«ex And the stems of I 
^^her nGjiake handles foi 

.yh^hale ^^ne^pU 
- wcMi>te%ii be .Rurii^ 

€698 in Fxific^ HqgptV 
ville Buy.i' The .whales 
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large and numerous* but, probably from their 
having never been disturbed, tame, and 
easily approached. There is no doubt that 
the whole of this bay might be visited every 
season ; and the circumstance of the ships 
employed in the fishery returning clean*, 
can only be attributed to their leaving the 
bay before they ought. This they are often 
obliged to do for want of provision ; and 
the sending of so small a supply, a practice 
arising either from the ilUberality or parsi- 
mony of the owners, cannot be too severely 
reprehended ; since it prevents the masters 
uid crews, from standing a &ir chance with 
those ships which are better provided, to 
the ruin of their character and employment, 
and is also a frequent cause of imminent 
risk to their lives. By remaining twelve or 
fourteen days longer than the usual time, 
ships might, with safety and ease, reach 
these fishing grounds, load, and return 
when the ice had dissolved. 
Besides this, it is more than probable, 

* A t«rm used when they have taken no fish. 
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be no doubt that 

dis^position, migl 
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.l>ear's teeth, tni 
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natives of this country were first discbv^Kd, 
thdir language was unintelligible to Sd- 
cheuse; even at the second interview, I^ 
found much difficulty in holding a communU 
t;ation» but at length discovered that thi^ 
spoke the Humooke dialect. Upoti en- 
quiry, I found that Sacheuse had be^A 
nursedliy an old woman, who was a native 
of Oppernowick, in lat. 73° N., who taught 
'^imthis dialect It not only differs mate- 
rially in the pronunciation of the words, 
but also in the names of many articles, 
from the Eskimaux language, as it is spoken 
in the southern part of Danish Greenland ; 
and it is peculiar to the inhabitants of the 
northern parts of this country. It is here 
believed, however, that the northern is the 
most ancient, or the original language. 
There is a still greater difference betwfeen 
the dialect of the Arctic Highlanders and 
liie Humooke, the former being spoken 
very slow, and the names of those things 
which are most common in all countries 
b^g totally different. To illust/ate this, I 
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acquainted with ilie same mythological 
fable respecting the origin of the ihooii^ 
which has been the fomidation of Dr» 
Jc^son's well-known tale. 

When Sacheuse was desired to ask if 
they had a king, he pronounced the words 
nvMikab^ signifying a person in authority ^ 
then noAxmacAr, i. e. a strong man, who can 
kill more seals, and is respected or dreaded { 
but they did not understand him. - He in 
last recollected that pisarmak had been 
med as the name of a chief; they imme- 
diately answered in the affirmative, and 
said his name was TuUoowaL 
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A COMPARATIVI 

« 

OF 

THE NORTHERN AND SOUTI 

DIALECTS. 



*• 

English. 


Southern. 


Woman 


Arnet 


Young Man 


Innusholok 


Harpoon 


Tookuk 


Harpoon Shaft 


Ermeiauk 


Loon (a Krd) 


Akput 


Duckskin Shirt 


Pinuset 


Hood of the Dress 


Ilpaousuk 


Black Stone of the) 
Lamps " i 


Qkekesuk 




Hook by which thel 
Lamp hangs J 


Kelipsuet 


Awks (Birds) 


Akpalliarsuk 


Boiled Jdeat 


Qlelie 


Sledge 


Kamoutik 


Traces for the Dogs 


Peluilit 


WORDS THE SAME IN BO 


English. 


Nort 


M^n 




Men 




Son 




Daughter . ^ 


* 



M 4 
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Oiiglii of the Aretlc HighUnden. 


&vs^ 


NoMbwn EddtaM. 


E,« , . 


PUiok. 


No« 


Kinjack. 


Hmth 


Kanniick. 


SUn 


Hamiouk. 


SUD 


Succanuk. 


Kre 


Iwick. 


Sol 


Pimi. 


Dog 


Kinuck. t 


Ice 


Licoii. 


S<»W.lo 


Hcotok. 


Froh Water 


Hemuck. 


H« 


Maaktie. 


Go away 




Se>.hor>e 


Havick. 


Whale 


Hapbuck. 


One 


AlUluiL 


Two 


Ailak. 


Tbreo 


Koguijak. 


Four 


Sissimat. 


On 


TellemM. 



The Origin of the Arctic Highlanders is 
a question as yet involved in peculiar ob- 
scurity. They exist in a comer of the 
worid among the most secluded which has 
yet Iseea discovered, and have no know^ 
ledge of aAy thing beyond the boundary of 
their owii country -. nor have they any tr»- 
ddSpn whence they camej ap^iearing, until 



TO THE ABCTIC 



Origin of the Arctic ] 



the moment of our arrh 
themselves to be the on) 
universe, and to have cc 
of the world as a mass c 
believed by the natives 
that they are themselv 
nation in the north ; ^ 
were discovered, f 
" These are right Esl 
fathers !'* This suj 
by a tradition in G 
oeUted that a part 
come from the norti 
at Woman's Island 
maux stationed tl 
which having read 
south, a party wer 
strbyed them in r 
the language prov 
people ; and it ap 
South Greenlanc^ 
the north, and t 
ftifBn's Bay havi 
ner, originally p 

hiis been long 
discovered by J 
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Qngin of thB Arctic HighUndcn. 

Davis' Syti^t, was inhabited ;.aiid ai the pUc^ 
where we landed, on the west side, in lati- 
tude 70°» there were evident marks of i^ 
recent occupation. The only partp whic^ 
appeared to be uninhabitable, wey-e between 
Whala Sound ^nd Lancaster Sound, a trftp):, 
cevtttinly, of very considerable extent; but 
ivhidk, with a Eiledge on i\ie ice, would b^ 
only a three d^ys' journey. It is not 4if-'' 
ficult to account for their having no canpeff 
as they labour undisr a total want of wpod| 
wid at any rate tbey eould not use: tbeip 
above a ^w w^eks ; btff^ it i^ 4t the 
same time, not ea^ to ^nd^i^tand how 
they ^ould be ignorant, even tradkippr 
ally, of the existepQe ot' a Im^ ^l^y 
- psesent a solitary ipst^nce, a^ far as we 
know,, and. apparently 4 very ^ipgV^F 
oiie,.ofa nsaritixne and Ashing tribe .i^if^ 
quwnted -wi^ any means of floating on t^e 
water. The want of wQp4 i$ sca^c^y ^ 
cKCUse for this ignora^e, a^ a people j^ 
«08tomed to m.^e jsledg^ ^n;i )^^^ fl}|4 
«kins, .could find no gneat ^if^Wity ,i9 cc^ 
stEucting some kffi4 of boat of the s^ope 
materials. 



TOT THE 

Draasof 

The Dress of 
consists of three 
prised under the 
The upper one i 
the hair outside, 
man's jacket of 
bduQg open near 
the size of the \ 
torn it is formed 
a tongue before i 
being neatly trii 
made to fall bad 
the head, as reqi: 
neral, with eide: 
the lining, bein^ 
open near the I 
The next piece 
nadlies the km 
mniall in the up{i 
ing, the dcinis ■<■. 
blur's or dog^s 
abriag. Hie h 
mth the hair i i 
¥ere4 with aca^Ii 
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DeKfiptioiK^the Arctic Hidilanden. 



the kne^^ and meet the middle pafrt pf the 
dr«i&$. T)j0 whole of these are m*4p|>y,ttie 
women ; the needles used being o^ iyx^j^ 
and the thread of the sinews of the seal: 
the sefuns are so neat that ihey can scarc^y 
be distin^ished. They informed ws^ t^P^t 
in the winter, or as the weather becai^ 
Golder, they had a garment of bear^sl$:i|)s^ 
whiph they put on as a cloke ; but tbi^e.vfefc 
did not see, nor were we able to persu^e 
d,eB,,to^rea„ypartoftheirdre«. ,,. 
The Arctic Highlanders are of a dlTtjk 
coppei; colour ; their stature is about ^i^v^e^ 
fei&tp, their bodies corpulent, and their fe^ir^ 
tutef^wuch resembling the Eskimawc^^^f 
Sauth Gyeenland. The following de^orip^ 
ti<H) of Ervick, of whom so much hai; al- 
rea4j been said, and of his nephewsir^^i;^ 
duiick a^nd Otooniah, will give a ju^t.^!^^ 
of th,e iwhQle :tribe. This man, whp ^pf^jcr 
ed^tOrbe about forty years pf ^e, measured 
%^,feftt ; one ; iiich , iij tteight, his skin f bei«g 
of a dir^ cpppipr< coj^r, rather darloer than 

tJje,)^nf»aUi^. < His; iiw;e Jw^as. brpad^^Jpis 
fbfAhesdjBarrow md lov, wth.som«» wm. 
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Description of the Ai 



kles, ftiid %is nose sma 
cheefks werfe fall, rotii 
through the oil and 
them ; his mouth large 
and though he had k 
rethahider were white 
were' thick, particular] 
his eyes small, blacl 
to each other; his b 
lotig, and lank, and 
been cut or combec 
lAustachios, which \ 
were scanty, and cor 
tfrifd chin. His bod 
to corpulence : his 
the fingers short, a 
and thick. Though 
expressed in his co 
ttert indescribable n 
»o«t,ce and vrildn 
afi] tfncivilised pe 
seemed inactive, ai 
ficblty that he got 
Marshuick appe 
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Description of tiie Arctic' Highlanders. 



uncle ; his features were so pleaskig, ehitt we 
gave him the name of the " handsdttiie na- 
tive ;" he was not so corpulent as ? the i^est, 
but in every other respect his appearance 
was the same. 

Otooniah was about twehty*one years of 
age ; his features were much freckliedj aiid 
we recognised a likeness between him, iarid 
a Greenlander whom we had seen in N. E. 
Bay : both these, who were brothers, had 
white regular teeth, and were five feet high. 
The man who stole the hammer was Kfy 
much the tallest, being five feet six indhtfis 
and a half ; his skin was not so dark as ']^ 
vick's, his irose was large and aquiline, his 
forfehead very narrow, and the lower pait 
of his face broad ; his body was musculajt*, 
and his features savage and dishonest ; he 
had less Hb^eard than the rest, but ivas ih 
Other tespects the same. 

The greatest number of natives seen w*s 
aboOt eighteen : many attempts were made 
to discover the numbers of the tribe, but 
wfthotit success, as tiiey could reckon no 
farther than five, aijd could therefore dnty 
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On the Subject df Rcai^p 

-aay, ^''plenty people/ 
but it must be recolk 
'a party detached froi 

Eavicif, being th 
'prarty that came on 
%e^tbe most proper j 
on the subject of rel 
cheusre to ask him, ii 
of a Supreme Being 
^ord used in his ow 
this, he cotild not h 
what he meant I 
taiiYed that they di< : 
moon, or stars, o; 
creature. When a : 
the moon was int« 
give%ht He api 
respecting his ori^ 
of a future state ; h 
he died he would I 
llaving fully asce 
idea of a beneficen 
ceeded^ through Si 
believed in an' evil 
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On the Subject oi Beligkni in the Arctic Highlands. 

be made to understand what was meant 
The word ^ angekok," which means a con- 
juror, or sorcerer, was then pronounced to 
him in the South Gre^iland language. 
He said, that they had many of these : that 
it was in their power to raise a storm, or 
make a calm, and to drive off seals, or to 
bring them : that they learned this art 
from old Angekoks, when young : that the 
people were afraid of them ; but that they 
had generally one in every family. Mejr 
gack gave precisely the same answers, and 
had the same notions, but he was not so 
intelligent as Ervick. Finding that Otoo- 
niah, the nephew of Ervick, a lad of eighteen 
years of age, was a young angekoks I brought 
him into the cabin by himself, and, through 
Sacheuse, asked him how he l^rned this 
art. He replied, from an old angekok; 
that he could raise the wind, and drive off 
seals and birds. He said that this was 
done by gestures and words ; but the words 
had no meaning, nor were they said or 
addressed to any thing but the wind* or the 
He assured us, that in this inoantatioii 
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On Ibe.Su^ject^ of. B^Ugion iatfate Arctic Hig 

J19 did not receive assistance 

tiling npr could he be made to i 

wh^ a good or an evil spirit mea 

Ervick was told that there was ar 

tents omnipresent, and invisible 1 

hst^ created tl|e sea and land, and t 

Ike showed much surprise, an 

,a9ke4 where he lived. When 

hejwas ^ every where, he appea 

a^armed^ and became very impat 

,on deck. When told that the 

future state, and another world 

tji^t a wise man, who had lived k 

^his time, had said that they weri 

the moon, but that it was not 

.Ueyed ; they believed, however, 1 

.aijd. other living creatures, cam^ 

i^^tlj^ugh we .could thus obtain 

jtha^ this people had any notions 

preme Bein|[^ or of a spirit, goo 

the circumstajioce of their having 

, ftod ; tjbe < tale of their going to 1 

after d^th,^ r^dqr it prolpable 

pci9S«$i§[ ,lEK>OQije religious . ideas, ho\^ 

fbaro^f^.ajgyfi that the unsatisfactoi 

VOL. r. N 
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Mode of liVuig liiilCiuloiitt Of the Arctk Rlj^llandm. 

^lon which we c^tftined'onlfais'fae^'hvdite 
^htefly from our tgnonm^iaf theit l^i^W^, 
md from tile vSry impeffetit «>d liftift«d 
cbinmuhicatio'A whidi ifre %ad with tfienh 

Wt had no opportunity of Tiriting tJb* 
^ftbit^dns of tb^t^e people, atidtl^hvi^ 
'Which ^e dbt^ned of them' was afc too 
great & ctis'ta'n6e to &aak\e us ta formrr^ 
judgnf ctrtt eitlier of tlieir coA^iuction ' cr 
comforts ; but, frotti the descriptma -giv&k 
'by the natives, tliey appeared to be altn^w 
situated n^ the 8ea-side, oh a spot tbe 
least liable to be overwhelmed by snenv. 
Hiese houses ^re built entirely xif stOiWs, 
the VaJls beiii^ sunk three fe^ ftito '^ttfe 
.'Sarth, and rjiisfed to threfe feet abbve B: ; 
the roof is in the form of ah artsh, widsoich 
Hbles as would adtnit ^r arfe fflte* ttp if Wi 
mud: they have no windows'. TBi^' ^- 
'trahi% is by % long, narrOTirs anfl. nearty 
uhder-grOund p^sage. HiefloOrbeovev^ 
with skins, on whidi fli&y '^ftf'or sl^B^; 
several &milies living in one hoiise, al)d 
each fidriily having a iamp tnade of » 
hollowed stone, suspended from the roof. 



TO TB 

in ^i^ they b 
^)4iM)er of tb« 

duood i?y fnctk 

fr<Hgi iron axid 9 

wfipnth^ as we 
asceitaio«d tha 

boiling wd of i 
meat) occupati 
the women. 1 
iobd i but the 




* Thp $ea-unico 
:,* has beerf Ibuni 
roiBBdr' head nearly 
roipi^ «iQaI^ and 
synppt. Mouth ;snia 
tiisk) * or horn, ' som« 
]^f6^^6 from his u 
tapqnii^ tb^nr^dfi th 
one respiratory pri 
broad) convex, tap 
rl^titally plsiced, a 

higU ridge, or pre 
towards the tail) an( 
appiroadhes the tail 
cinereous, dhppled 
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Bfodeof LJTingarid Cnttann of die Atetic HljtiUndm. 

preferred, as being more oily and agreeable 
to their palates. Dogs are also esteem^ 
excellent food, and are bred as live 3to(3^ 
as well as for drawing the sledge ; but they 
are only eaten in winter, when no other 
food can be obtained. The men catch the 
seals, either when they are asleepj 'ot 1^ 
lying down near the holes ill the ice,' mak- 
ing a peculiar noise, by which they ate 



■pote; belly a shining white, and soft as velvet to the 
touch. 

Mcilusca andactinea were their general food; th^ 
iiDt«om-6$h swims with great swiftness, but, like ottiet 
cetacea, cannot remain long under water without rehir- 
ing; though seemingly harmless, he is a dangerous 
oieiny to the whale, and has been known to dart his 
horn into the side of a ship. (First Voyage, p. S3S.') 
The oil is of B superior quality, and ll^jliom w^ ]o^^ 
the subject of a kind of superstitious respect It was 
said to be efficacious in the cure of several distempers, 
and was prized as being of the very highest value. The 
Margraves of Bareuth possessed one which cost them 
six hundred thousand rix-doUars; and, the Kings of 
Denmark have a throne formed of it, which is esteemed 
more valuable than if composed of gold. The horn is 
of a finer t^tur^ and takes a better polish than tbe 
aidant's. — Lain^s yoyage to Spitn&ergen^ 



brou^t to tjie 81 
appeals they imit 
by thia means i 
the ice and appt' 
reach, they strike 
sp^r made of sea 
despatch him. 
The seOrunicorr 

the barbed part 
inches long*, havi 
of about" five fath 
end of which is 
seal's skm, made 
The blade is fixed 
in such a manner t 
from the handle i 
annual, and the s 



\ 

» 

11 



by a lifte, which is i 
When struck, he i 
carries down with 1 
which fatigues him. 

^ome pool to respii 
followed and killed 

frequents the chasn 
he falls an easy pr€ 
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Modi «r liitfog «nd CtUtMoft «# tli# AMtic I£i#teidMi« 



■■ «» i 



; We could not learn the precipe trinmetf 
in which they kili the beara,^ ^t tlney im 
ibfmed us that they attacked thein.iA tkfl 
wat^» The foxes and hares aie t^nr in 
traps, made of stones, resembling a. snmD 
grotto^and having a narrow entratii^e)^ whidbi 
is closed by a stone that falls dowb whet) 
the anitnals enter to take the bait I^ 
within it^ The natives described tt> us uta 
animal which they called humtninicfcp bul^atd 
it was too large fi)r them to kill ; it hal^ b)$ 
th^ir account, a horn on its bac^, >nd 19 
Very iswift ; I ther^re supposed that it ^as 
the reind^en They have also an tidiiRiiyi 
kfiown to both coimtries by the naifiie of 
ancaroky but which does not appear to h^ 
m^ittodbd by the writers on Greenland^ 
Sadbeuse Mys^ it is not uncoknmon abo|^ 
Northeast Bay and Disco Bay, wher« [its 
cry is continually heud at night |i is 
very wild^ and ciui seldom be approat^hcfd^ 
bieing'v^ry active and 6^*ce: the E«liimADII 
wtk afr^d of it He say 8 it res^a»b)es a <^i 
but is three times larger; tliatt It moveij^ bj; 
jumping, more than by nmniDg,iajnd 



I 



.. . I , _ " ■ ' ■ 

ii|ihl)|l08 ^d €» 
mtH fon and <»tc 

Mid 4i« d^ribe 
fiHE«^ wefi^ gfim 

db»sQ@i) both off 

lakeB) and thwei i 
cttlarly de«C]?ib@d< 

the only ft9i^i»l« 
figiwd by ^e Ak 
VMsioua eolQiir?! bi 
they %m of thu ^ 
with a head \iM^ 
ttm.; tbeir bark r 
they h^e alfl^^ h( 
i^e Aivtifi Higl 
tniv»l to any dii 
akd^, memI tk^y 
th^ sp«Hrs nad ip 
vhii wh^i ^0y i 

or ffi^jr niks ft < 
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Habits jEind Cu&tblcns 6f the Arctic Highlataderfi. 

which are known to he i[)erf0ritted by 
the natives of S6uth Orfeentaiidr ' Wife 
habits of this people appfear to be fiWiy4«i 
the exti^me ; their face^^^ hands/ flifid tea- 
dies, are covfei^ed with oil and dirt, atidtEig^ 
seem never to have^beeii washed sh^iste^tlw^ 
were bom. Their hair Was mattfed wtfc 
filth, yet they seemed very ten aeiou^- ©f # it j 
for, Vhen a small piece was fcUti^Pfrom^the 
head of one of Meigack's sons, both' he and 
his father were much displeased,^ and shoivaed 
pat urieasiness until it was returned; wh«* 
it \i^s careftilly wrapped in a 'piece of sed^ 
skin, arid put by the former into hds pocket; 
W(B leAmed that each man took one wife^ 
wh6n he was able to maintain a fra^iily^ 
if she had children, he took no other, : near 
was she permitted to have another hus- 
band j but^ if otherwiise, the man may 
take another wife, and so on a third, witil 
they have children ; the wc^fnen 'having tfie 
same privilege. Ervick spoke very aWet^ 
tionately of his #ifey who he said wtt i a 
good one, because she had six sons ; wh^ 
they took or begged any fanciful^ tilings nicb 




TO ^THi 

Habtta and Cut 



ixmchTeBpect to 
them refused to i 
anodier with his j 
should be disple^ 
women is, from m ; 
same as that of tl 
discover whether 1 
hot, as the. old pec i 
mountains, or cone 
n&c did we see \ i 
asked both Ervicl 
would spare one of 
refused to do ; nor i 
tempted by any pr : 
objections. Indee i 
willing to leave thei 
perfectly happy and 
ing was in good con 
to the climate, and 
they had abundanc 
an acknowledged 1 

* Meigack^ 'who appeal 
Sflidtliat his father was st 
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RiBbit»aflri CiMloBtef the ▲colifl.H^UaMdfink 

ik , „ .. ■ I ■ .11 ... '■ .. 

ana Fe|>P0Mntod him u a stooiig man^ v^r^ 
gt>od, and verj much beloved; the nmojti 
of his residence was Pefcowack^ ^nd Ih^ 
ded^ribod it as being netav a hurge ishyidj; 
ki the middle of their eountry, ifhieh 
toidd foe oo other than Woktenhoime 
Iskttid. He hkd a large hodse ?bu£lt of 
stoMe^ which diey desciibed to faanearfy as; 
large aS" th^ dhip : they said th^ there; WQff> 
makky houses tfear it, and that the mas» fsS 
the natiYfs lived there; that they paid 
hiodra l^oftion of all they eau^i^ oo Jbimd^ 
and r that they returned there when^ thst 
su)^ W^ht ^way, with the fruits of Jbheir 
labouri* They could not be made /to wok 
derst«id what was meant by war^ nair had 
th^ aiiy warlike weppons } I thereifore^^^ 
strict and positive orders that no fire^rms^ 
or other warlike wei^ons^^ shou}d be dhiowit 
tiiem, or given to them on any aceaupts 
and, when they were with ^s^ all shooting 
parties were called in. They seemed to 
hflye no peculiar diseases among them, nar 
^ we see any deformed persons. 

Such is the substance of whsrt; we cgjlBg^ 
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TO THE A«CT: 



Haliil»and Cttttomt ef th 

ed in our shoit. libera 
resting people* It^ is 
defective; but it must 
the ^ps were always ii 
from ttibte unsettled st 
whidDmndered it imp; 
ptirtite on shore after 
had daily hopes of ob 
plete access tx^ them^ 
ment when we were 
paitpf the coast; an< 
w«td from our last 
proipeet of visiting 1 i 
up the measure of 
hopes ware ultima 
will appear by the i 
IsJbed^ in the ensuing 
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PJUHAfiB THItOUGB ^THE^JLAKV B AKBlSfti 4-y DfKOClTtarr 
. OF CAFE YOB^. — CRI]SySQN O^yi^^^^Kp .^^P^OJ^W 

SNOW. — ^ CAPE DUDLEY DIGGES* FORMATION OF AN 

• iCL*lteR<sL -«- PETOWAck. — ^OLSTENttbLME *S01JnD. — 

r 

Tbb ships being again under sail, whb^M^e^ 
o}]ieeriiig pros^pects b^ore them, pir6eeef<li£d 
aion^ the margin of the ice, wher6*it fep-; 
peared attadied to the land, with a'^^e'^ 
bmeze #om the north* I» a|>otit15Wo^fo#f8'^ 
we arrived at the barrier of ifeebdif^V 
has beefn before deso^ed as ^stretifehiH^' 
from ithe northernmost land ^ii!r "si^ft^ to- 
wards the west We soon dissevered ffiat 
these masses were aground on eadbL iWe^^of 
a shoal, in which about ibrty fal^otas'Vi^ater 
were in some places ^ibliAd^ • Wfe passed 
through many intricate >«&id 4i&ir^w chan- 
nels, and at four o'clock * we -rbuiided' this 
cap^ which I named after the Bak£ of 

8 



:r 



TO TH] 

• - August .l& 

York, in comm( 
of His Royal H 
this cape, took 
continued to ste 
of four miles, a 

the /seni^^rash^^ 
li^l, the ^boats' 
for the habit^^tic 
observations on 
direction of the 
cim^efis] pj^ nati 
ti|«|fe^ ,«puading! 
fiM^j^oms. , At z; 
retuirmedyt w^h 
and of rpcks. 
the water was d 

I i: 

w^ i^ty -steep 
tw« feet during 
vfsg% on shore, 
mile in the ho 
the ; eg9twarcl. 
witj* a^y, ojf th< 
ceedjiir/discov 
they saw «ever: 
acription of wl 
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foKes were' se^ ^ tii^officen» 

Eh «oine whke and red ones j 

I were fired -irts i^Mtn, ijot' ttone 

Hie other boot unot eqHaffly 

in the aCteropte to obtate^^e- 
lese anitne^i. ' - ■' * - 

. — We contioaed dm e^Wrte 
nod, at the dratanod* df' ftte or 
RMig ntfmerotis b6t-^iRid!][^Dbe8 
By the former, Tifhich :««»e 
Ifty thorns, weibuild tfcttt^the 
about tea o'clooti, to cw^ us 
ard; I ther^ore mii^^fiatjibfrfl 
}y the log, foiiid Jtitte'cs^ent 
the- rate df one knot' an facom 
Eainiy tint 4 b(«eKe«tiaB( ipHteg 
<Hily TOWMJiwd ' ififtecm mimrtes 
tioH, after which weituttde Mil, 
fe tould do ratlmr 'worcr tfcui 
le. ^his- morning imsig dkeaiy 
I iceberg tti obbain^fiiiinudis, 
bo the • attmdtion d^ thee ifoat, 
ice^nchoTB'oti' board, lio salis- 
It wa« obUhMd'; th^ ItttikBde 
dte, howerei^ of Cape 'Vdrk 
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oMnefrdd thsU* the !«i] 

vtmotm rtkicriptaans 
•wttiag' «n the >ice, 
miS^biaat pvodadog i 

Atr^w^VM.M> 
-imak, » bMt 'wkfa . 
<tfiid*|«wty, tobni 
<iB^4» flMke ithek 

«9Ma9 ' iabafadiMi '' 
^reitii^ile4AW(Kbo« 
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laiided ; but they did not get i^ the top^ 

' being recalled in consequence of A braese 

which sprung up. They were eqtially ufr- 

sucqeisful in meeting with nativiBs, oribbeir 

habitations, as in procuring speciinens of 

the black fox, many of whicl^ they saw 

and fired at, but without effect* Xbey 

found that the snow was penetcatedi in 

nlany places to a depth of ten or twelve 

feet, by the colouring matter, and that it 

had the appearance of having been a long 

time in that state. The boat returned at 

seven with a quantity of this snow, togdbh^ 

^ith specimens of the vegetation, and of 

the rocks,' the description of whidi will be 

found in the Appendix. The sistow was 

imnjediat^ly examined by a microKope, 

niagnifying 110 times, and the substance 

appeared to consist of particles resembling 

a very minute round seed, all of th^n 

being of the same size, and of a deep red 

colour ; on some of these globules a small 

dark speck was also seen. It was the gene^ 

rftl opinion of the officers that this w«j a 

iF^^etable substance, an opinion confinned 
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liSiQ, ttileiit of 
miles; .Mund 
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honPn iff .4ire 

dimen^, ijjbich 

Jo^r .re^eipttlio! 
siUMituice has 
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tiirti to tbis coantry, and vari^m opiniom^ 
given GonGeramg iU but Dr. Wollasta» 
seefi^s to Goncm in that whieh we odigitialTfjF 
j^etd, of it9 bekig a vegetabte substMce 
pf oduced on tke mountain ttQnediatdy 
alu>ye it. It cannot foe a mniiie produe- 
tk»9 as in several places we^aaw it £^ least 
%i& miles ftom tke sea, but always om the 
iaee or near the foot of a mountain. 

A strict look-out was kept all this day f^r 
ikk% natives and theil? habitations, a» we 
passed ak>ng^ shores Tike mmi body of 
idid ice appeared a fi»w miles ta the sdttth^ 
iveslward of ns, and innumetable ioebei^ 
wete seen in every dtre0tion% &i the evok- 
ing we had on easterly breezy and €ape 
Dudley Bi^es, whidi Baffin (fescribes as^ 
lisehig easily known by a small island off it^ 
was seen% This island has a conical sbape^ 
and i% very rugged. It was perfectly eliear/ 
of 49aM>w^ and appeared to be about fmt 
miles distant from t^e pitch qf the C^pe ; 
it was ibund to be bold and deep, on the 
outsidc) biit on the inside there wiKf a rlp^ 
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plin^ whii!^ led fls t6 jsdgig t 

The siitifl«k»i of the ie^ < 
pass very close to fbkl i^and^ i 
lead was the^e^ore kept gol 
^kh a good k)0k-oal fitf todkd 
boom end ttttdtthe etoW*§ ite^ 
proadied thh part of tlie £( 
ceived^ for the firi»t titfte^ a 
^tlh i^hid*> We edttM htfi ht 
v(fttf^hf oi»m. Soorf k^er i 
if«i^ At^ter ckan: Of ice^ tolfa 
«t»aiRl, dShr&i could b« dKsitlfi 
t^ ifiiisl-heild> 

AugiUi 18. -^lyiiring tbei if 
#a» lights bttt ttie' Ate^dtidef 
btee^e. Cape Du^ey Di^ggt 
to be a few B&(ile*to fhe'sout 
^ttiatk>M itt Whk^ Bs^HI^! ha» 
H appeared to fatih » pfeei 
e^it hundred feet in heigMf 
d^f 6f snow, «nd pi'eseirte^ 
ve^tatitm at the t<jp: beM 
dh^tite 0^ dgMeen nliles', tfa 
high ^mnitttttihs' eovered with 

o 2 
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was too miu?h swell to allow us to liuad f 
nor, indeed, was this deemed proper ; our 
njain object being now the prosecutioQ .of 
our voyi^e, and the lateness of the season 
not permitting any further delays* 
. The land now appeared to trend to the 
northward ; there were several inlets, which 
might have formed excellent harbours, but 
they were all filled with glaciers, some of 
which extended to a considerable distance 
into the sea. The diffs were, in most 
places, perpendicular, but there; were also; 
chasips and ravines, in which were the 
marks of torrents. About six miles to th^ 
north of Cape, Dudley Digges, a beautifid 
l^ier waa seen, filling up a space of foui; 
miles square^ and extending several milea 
mtp the sea; its height appeared to be at. 
least one thousand feet To the north of thia 
several huts Wereplainly distinguished, which 
led us to believe it to be Petowack. Wolsten- 
holnie Island was now in sight to the north*, 
wardjt. and as we were steering for it with a 
fine breeze, and the sea almost clear of ioe» 
we gave up all idea of communicating with 
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the King of the Arctic HighlaiK 
hopes of attaining the grand obj( 
enterprise were now raised to such 
as to make that, which was cons 
desirable but a few hours before, 
of no tnoment whatever. As we \ 
ed Wolstenholme Island, and op 
Sdiind of that name, I sent a b< 
to reach the shore, but a thick fo| 
on, I was obliged to recall her. 
sage between the island and the 
well as thie sound. Was completely f 
ice.' A remarkable rock was see 
I named Dalrymple Rock ; the G 
ing'the south entrante I named 
Grace the Duke of Athol, and tl 
northward after the Earl of Stair. 
Before closing this part of the 
it will not be imprope^r to give som 
of the 'atmospherical phenomei 
were observied during a tedious 
through six hundred miles of ic( 
a^ of the manner in which our ci 
l^vemed and treated to pres< 

o 3 
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liWif^hk ', an Qtyept of «i^h vital imppjla^c^ 
4;q o^r 0nt©rpri?e? 
• Our m^tepE9JpgM3%l l^wal•^^ w^i^ fq|^ 

A$Tfd fvery twp hours* «q4 qh (pc«Bp?«iiig^ 
tli»g?, it appe(iy«cl that thare wft# bwt^ lit^l* 
ypi^i^tioQ either in the barQmeijeFQr the tk^r 
iiflQmiet^ during the whole ampwer. Wf 
wffi?9 occ^sipn^Uy vi«i^ by ft)g», whifih 

weWf ^n generaJj extremely tiiiqfe, 9^4 9^ j» 

yei^ white 9{^e|i^fi|M$e, while, in the ?^ni^ 
the hlue sky waa apparent. Qn such oeqfif 
sioiDs the thermpmeter W49 generi^Uy at the 
£ree!$ing pctinl ; apd )(t ^fi mpp^^t the J^ 

tiwd^ed the ?qpe^ qf |he ah^p» it frq^e ap ^ 
in a very ^4 tinoi^ to ppver ^es^ wii^ 
io^ tp the thickness of a nian*3 aj-i? i eveaty 
evolution osf th^ ah*P ?trewi»g tljfie fle^ 
with H* fra^ WtS« l^ the abaeipce of these 
fogSft the ^^Do^hef© w^* ofte» hea«tiA»iJy 
cle^ ; 90vm9f the <?hject« or the h^rizw 

yi^e freqi*^5y ra^ed ia m mUi¥«(^my 

pfmmr by the m^W#r| # i^a^«, ^i^ 
4i>|her% at » fbort ^ftltwqe IIj^hs^ theob WQie 

^ iiiu£^ 4^^es9fid. Thp m* of t)M^ ^ 
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sector wai) totally auspend^^ m, ib aEMMsL. 
qtienc^ ef thi^ irregokrity, ti& fi^ttiuiierj 
resttlitd cdtild be it^aiiifed from it. ff&ak 
these iefiecte of the borkdntal refrstetion^ the 
objeict^ lieiar the hori:sor)r were <»tttmttally 
v^ij^ing ih nhajle ; the iee had sometlinM 
Hre appearance of ati iibme^ise wall, urifii 
herg atid there a space re^^ihbtifig ti breaeb 
in it ; icebergs, and erefa small piecea of 
ice, had often the appearance elf trees f tmA 
Wiiile, on one side^ we had the resefnblsl&iflft 
df a ^fest neair m the pieces of Jde^ ott tbft 
dthiei* were so greatly letigf hened^ ks^ fo» ]l96ft 
MWlbng Ibw islands. 

We were tiftm afcie {6i isee the lafi^ whiK^ 

tuineJ th^ we> SscmdteA cHjects At ft dii^ 
tamer of da6 hiiilNlKfd ,^d fii^ tiiiles e# 
TH<Me. Mitnj 6b6e^i{ttiodii witb 1^ sescaat 
were made on those objects ifkttl/t if^tH' 
and^tfilfe iiiHiieodg of Hie lM»nioiiM r^ac- 
ilM'^ andit wi^r tbii» |)rev^ tltitt th^ sa^ft 
ilidMdud hiid U» HkkiidB ^^l^ta^S^ ^^ 
fe9 tiitf » dS^^ Ml ^e^ <50UTSe of & fbit^ iit{i> 
rib(j(»i Th^ ygh «#ck c^ €^]^ Dii^ 
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IMgges was obsei^ved to rise from 2* to 5^ 
within an hour ; in the course of the next 
half hour it again decreased to the appear^ 
aiice of a speck on the water, and sopq 
after became like a Irafg low island ; in 
whith state it remained for some hours^ 
when it resumed its natural shape. Whil^sf^- 
the mbon Was in sights she had the appeal^' 
'aiK^ of folldwing the sun round the horizoi^' 
and when they were both passing in asi^ 
muth along the tops of the mountains, ' thje 
jstiow, whidh had naturally a yellow tin^^^ 
hfltd the lustre of gold ; its reflection upOA 
the sky producing a green tint so delicatel3i^ 
bedutiful as to surpass description* At 
other times, when the rays of the sun 
dittted over the tops of the mountains, iM 
die icebergs, they appeared like edifices of 
silver, adorned with every variety of piHB- 
dous stones. 

The orders and r^ulatipns ^f the officer^ 
and cr^Ws c^^ the expedition being detailed 
in the introduction to this narrative, it is ub^ 
n^^essary here to d^erifoe\ the disdi|^Qe 
whidh was enforced^ And whSehikso essen- 
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t^lly requisite ia preserving tbe healdbi of 
the wen. In the course of our tedious and 
<^n laborious progress through the ice^ 
it became necessary to kieep the whole of 
the crew at the most fatiguing work, some- 
times for several days and nights without 
Intermission. When this was the cate, an 
extra meal was served to them at^midit^fal^ 
generaUy of preserved meat j and it was 
rfound that this nourishment^ when the 
inhid and body were both occupied, and 
the sun continually present, rendered them 
capable of remaining without sleep, SQ.tbat 
they often passed three days in this manner 
without any visible inconvenience ; return* 
ins after a m^ of this kind to their labour 
«. the ice, or in the b<»<^ qoite refreshed, 
^d continuing ' at it without a murmur. 
The exercise was doubtless a considerable 
preventive of the scurvy, which was the 
complaint most to be feared. As long as 
the vegetables lasted, no lime-juice was 
sc^ed ; when the men got wet, which often 
happened, ijiey were made to ijiift their 
clothe* v^ put 09 dtf one*: ci^ of csfs^ 
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ya«, }ined with fluqneli^ were m^ie for theoi; 
these were conical ia sb^pei aud larg^ 
Wpugh to cover the shoiUderSi, and button 
under the chin; they had the effect ctf 
b^epin^ the neck and breast warm, and 
being painted on the outside, turned the 
water off effectually ; they, were made w»e 
<tf in rainy, snowy, or foggy weatben With 
these precautions, ajid the men being all of 
good constitution, we never ha4 a §ick pi^ 
son, and when We aorrived at this part of our 
"i^yag^ no crev^ w^« ever in hi^r ke^Uli 
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CilAP. IX. 

r 

PHOGRESS TOWARBS THE NORTH. WHALE SOUNP, 

' caret's I93LANIWI, AN^D HEAD QT BAFf IN^ BAY, DI»- 

):^TJ9R]!^i»^ --^ $mith'8 souifi^ -*- cAi^E cUMsaxcm, -**- 

90N£9'$ S0UJ(P,<?-£K7A^GUUEII^WXTH ICE. — ^THlCK^QOfii. 

CAPE LEOPOm. PRINCJiSlS CHARLOTTE's MOJ^0- 

MEKT. -^ GET CLEAK 0» THE ICE, AND PROCEED T6 
138 SOVTHWAHa * 

Tfis breeae which had bTought m 6n <iDft. 
^ving fioT) we pa8se4 WaUt^^nholBAe 30aQd 

about two P.M«» wA found it comji^kstc^ 
bjf^i^l^ed i^ with iae» It stediaed t^ }» 
^hto^ or tweuty kaguea in depth» tmi 
tbt hfiA 00 e»ch sid^i which has be^n «k- 
laadf dfi»(snb«d) app^Eired to he h«lb»tahki; 
biit not hahitatioiis were ^8oovef«d. We 
kmA the etttiascCB vt« tlm inlet* aod tibe 
gHMnral fof m and itppearaBce of the hmd^ 
4iiii^ee extrceoiely wcUwith thede«cri|i- 
tiQ» Of it givtn by ft^n, as ^U a. did ito 
hMiiDg and ^sttHMa tiom Cape Pudhg 
HiggM^ WhiawttJbad ptsta^ thit £l6in4 



1B04 A VOYAGE OP DISCOVERY 



August 18. JjBL 75° Sir. Long. 71<> 00'. Var. 103° 10' W. 

the breeze, which had now blown for sonie 
hours, gradually subsided into a calm, and 
we were thus fortunately enabled to ascer- 
tain that there was no current The boat 
was also sent to examine sonl^-^ icebergs 
that were seen to be aground, and we thus 
discovered that there was no tide of conse- 
quence. An opportunity was thus 'idso 
afforded for sounding, and in trying the 
bottom we found it rocky ; the depth bedng^ 
two hundred and fifty fathoms. At four 
P. M. Whale Sound was discovered, but wte 
could not approach it in a direct line, Oh 
account of the ice. The wmd then shifted 
to the northward, and obliged tis to stend 
towards the west; in which direction thfe 
greatest extent of clear water appet^redtd 
lie. The land to the northward of Whale 
Sound appeared to he v6ff mcmntainoui^ 
and to take a westerly diredtkfti. ' Imiiited 
the capes on each side "aftei: Li^ut^ants 
Farry and Hobertscm i^^mA to a Soand 
which lies to the nortib of Cape Stair, I 
giire^^^ name of Booth Sound: ' These 
iwo inlets were not ao^laige aa tlie fixtt^and 
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were both filled with ice. At nine F. Mr 
the,weather became very clear, and Carey V 
Islands were discovered ; these also agreed^ 
with the descriptipn of Baffin, and appeared, 
tp be twelve leagues from the main, which: 
bor9 from them about north. The sea- was 
now clearer. of floes and loose ice than we 
had ever seen it : but we found a vast num^, 
her of very large icebergs, most of whidbi, 
y^re aground in two hundred md. fifty fieh. 
thorns, and appeared to haye been lopg^ 
WiS^ed by the waves. The wind, whieh 
was from the north, freshened so much, as^ 
to prevent us from fetching these, isl^ds i: 
9nd being anxious to get as near j^^eg^ija^. 
possjible, I made all sail, and left the Alex- 
ander at a considerable distance. . . .s , 
. We continued our course the . whole, 
nig^t, untU eight in the morning, whm 
we found oursdves abreast of the wes^es&*; 
most, of the islands above mentioned, ai^i 
stood for a large Icebexg, to which ap^irty 
was sent to take observations for tlus. time^ 
and variation* with directions, to rem«iii 
there for the meridiao^ altitude. ^ In the 
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nt^n trme we tacked, *nd stood to ilie 
N- E., to get a bettet view of Whalfe Sbtiild, 
and tire land neair it, and were spbn eon- 
vmced that there was tto naYigftbfe ptA^ge 
itl that direction. At noott we retnffled t& 
the iceberg for oui* boat, by which thttfe 
the Alexander had reached it; We efJ:-* 
changed signals with each other, and, on 
COffipariison, found that the obsetvAtiofis 
fbr latitude, longitude, and va^la^^n, 
screed in both ships; After this we rt*- 
snmed our course to the westward, attd 
Hacklttit's Island of Baffin was seen a|>- 
peating very near to the rtrahi land. At 
two we discovered land to the S4 W., ap- 
parently about twenty-five leagues ctf : 
every object seemed much raised by refrac- 
tioni and several observations were made^ 
which confirmed what has been alreadff 
said on this subject. To the westward of 
IfeckluTt's Island we discovered a cape, 
which I named after Sir James SaumarfeJ?, 
in compliment to that gallant admiM, 
under whose command I, had served fbr 
attmy yearsrj the knd from thefftce ttfeH^B* 
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ta the north. It fell dim about saveit 
P«M.v when a patty was^ sent to obnBrt& 
aKknuthft; m which thi^ Were^ however^ 
c^appoint^^ by a fog eociiing on som 
after they reached the neaifest ieeberg ; biit 
tbo df ^ of the magnetic needle wm obsfervn 
ed. Sdon after the return of the boats, a 
£redh bree2€i sprung up, and I bad hopes odT 
beii^ able to exa^mine th« great bay whfi& 
a|)p€»r«d to the norths through whkh a 
passi^ might possibly be found. Fat this 
pttfi^e w# bore up under all sail^ but had 
not proceeded above ten miles, when, a very 
thick fog (!Bi)pie on, accc^mpanied wkh ao^k 
sid^rable swell from the southward. We nm 
to the northward^ thr^mgh mueh loose' ice, 
About six mOes^ wheti' the wind incneased^ 
and obliged us^ to elose reef the topsa^ ; 
and it being imprudent to run under tiueh 
cireumstanees, I h^ied to the westward 

At ten it cleared up- and- moderated a 
little, and I m^e the signal £(» Lieutenant 
Faawy j when, having delivered to him soitee 
additiidiial sealed instructioncr, to be Ofwned 
in the ease of parting cowipany, I bone up 



306 A VOYAGE or DISCOVEET 



• ' J 



Altg^ 19. Midni^t. . Lat 76? 5i'. Long. .74^ 9Cf. Var. 103? OOT W« 

agidirto make out the situation of the land; 
Carey's Islands were then in sight to the 
S. K of us« It continued; clear until near 
one in the morning, and the, sun passicig 
in azimuth fafelow the pole, along the topS; 
of the mountains, gave us an excellent 
view of* the bottom of this bay. Smith's^ 
Sound, discoveried by Bafim, was distinctly 
seen,. and' the capes forming eacb side of 
it were named after the two ships' Isabella 
^ and Alexander. I considered the bottom 
of this Spiind to be about eighteen leagues 
distant, but its entrance was completely 
blocked up by' ice ; a thick fog soon came 
on^ aiid we again hauled to the westward. ' 
, During the time we were running before 
the wind for this Sound, every precaution 
was taken to avoid accident ; look-out jaaen 
were placed at the; mast-heads, yard-arn^s, 
and jib-boom-end, while the lead was k^t 
going. When we hauled our wind, we 
were at a considerable distance from the 
Alexander, which gave us an opportunity 
«f sounding with the de^p-sea damma} 
w« found one hundred and ninety«|«ra 
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fathoms, and obtained a quantity of grey 
liiud, with stones and chocolate-coloured 
clay, in which some worms were found : 
the large icebergs, which we passed in great 
nuinbei^, were also a proof that the water 
wai^jciot shallow. 

August 90. — We were now, by our reck- 
oning, in latitude 76° 54^ N., Cape Sau- 
marez ten leagues distant, and Carey's 
Islands bearing about S. £. Having de- 
termined that there was no passage further 
to the northward, I stood under easy sail 
to the S. W. for ten miles further, during 
which we had much difficulty to avoid the 
loose ice with which the sea was covered, 
and it becioming thicker the nearer we ,ap- 
l^oached the shore, we hoye to in this 
pitisition, for the fog to clear awgy. At 
seven the gale considerably abated, and we 
haul^ to the N. N. R, taking the precau- 
tions idready described to avoid danger; 

We ran from nine A. M. until four P. M., 
when it suddenly cleared, and we saw the 
nearest land at a distance of six leagues, 
baring N. W. ; to the north-eastward there 
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appeared a bay, which we judged to extend 
to ktitude 77° 45' N., but the land was 
distinctly seen beyond it, forming a ch^in 
of mountains from Smith's Sound to the 
westws^rd. It was my intention to ^ve 
examined this bay, which was evidi^ntly 
the northeramogt, in order to detepmne 
more accurately its geographical situatiouij^ 
but a firm field of ice occupied the whole 
of its vast surface^ at the outer edge of 
which lay a ridge of large icebergs, appa^- 
rently aground* These, I conjectured, hacj 
been formed on the coast to the westward,^ 
where the sea was deep near the rocks, and 
they appeared to have been driven on 
shore here by strong southerly ga}^., 
There were two capes within thia b^, one of 
which I named aj(ler Captain Hurd, and the 
othe^ after our worthy friend Mr. ^Uf ^^ 

Having approached theifie icebergs ; ^ 
near as possible, 1 ipade the signal for. Liei^*-. 
tenipt Parry^ and gave hini ^^tiooi| to 
prppeed with a party to th^ ijapst qjnven^i:^,, 
in order to mak^ observatioijus on the dip, 
of the needle and the injtensity of th^^ na^r 

12 
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netic force, as also Upon the tise, fall, di- 
rection, and velocity of the tides. The 
magnetic dip was found to have increased 
from 85° 44^ 38^^ to 86° 9^ 33^' sitice the 
pi'feceding day, and the force, as ascertained: 
by the oscillatiohs, was also found to have 
increased about one forty-eighth part. A 
more detailed account of these observationis 
will be found in the Appendix. Tl^e rise 
and fall of the tide was only four feet, its 
velocity half a mile, arid the flood setting 
to the north. In the meantime I was em- 
ployed in observing the deviation oh ekcH 
point of £he compass, and fotind it- to be 
the same in amount which it had beeri 
since the 4th of August, When the variation 
was 90^, andtiie dip of the needle 84* 52^ &'. 
This observation is peculiarly important 
iti any theoi^ thai may be adopted respect- 
ing the deviatibn of the needle, ais it proves 
that it is' not n^essauly diependant on thi^ 
quantity of hOrizoliM force exerted by the 
fli^e^i Sinte' \dien Aat force fiad mate- 
rially diminished^ th6 quantity and force 
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of the deviating tendency remained un- 
altered. 

Whilst we were thus employed, Lieu- 
tenant Eobert9on, and other officers, were 
stationed at the mast-head to look out for 
the direction of the coast ; and they made 
their reports that they were satisfied they 
had seen the land completely round thisr 
bay at di£Perent times ; as did also the 
officers of the Alexander, who were at the 
mast-head of that ship at the same time. 

Whatever my own notions respecting the 
real nature of the space passed over in the 
foregoing run, from Cape Saumarez to Cape 
Clarence, might have been, ^nd whatever 
my own expectations were, as to the pro- 
bability of an opening in this direction; 
the ardour existing at home for the disco- 
very of a north-west passage, and the con- 
fidence with which the supposed situation 
of such an opening has been transferred 
to one spot as fast as it was found not to 
exist in another^ render it necessary to re- 
capitulate the circumstances which disprove 
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its existence in this place, which forms the 
northemniost extremity of Baffin's Bay. 

On the 19th of August, at fifty minutes 
past midnight, the ship being nearly on the 
seventy-seventh degree of north latitude, 
ten leagues to the westward of Cape Sauma- 
rez, which forms the east side and the hot- 
torn of this bay, the land was distinctly 
seen. . On the 20th and 21st, when off 
Cape Clarence, at the distance of six leagues^ 
the land which forms the west side, and the 
bottom of this bay, was also distinctly seeii 
by the above-mentioned officers and myself, 
and by these two observations the coast is 
determined to be connected all round. At 
each of these periods this immense bay 
was oUerved to be covered with field-ice ; 
besides which, a vast chain of large icebergs 
was seen to extend across it ; these were 
apparently aground, and had probably been 
driven on shore there by southerly gales. 
It was also observed, that the tide rose and 
fell only four feet, and that the stream was 
scarcely perceptible. 

From these several considerations it ap« 
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pears perfectly certain that the land is here 
continuous, and that there is no opening 
at the northernmost part of Baffin's Bay 
from Hackluit's Island to Cape Clarence. 
Even if it be imagined that some narrow 
Strait may exist through these mountains, 
it is evident, that it must for ever be imna- 
vigahle, and that there is not even a chance 
of ascertaining its existence, since all ap- 
proach to the bottoms of these bays is pre- 
vented by the ice which fills them to so 
great a depths and appears never to have 
moved from its station- 
Being thus satisfied that there could be 
no further inducement to continue longer 
in this place, and It being necessary to hus- 
band the little time yet remaining, for the 
work which was still to be done, I ordered 
accurate bearings of the different headlands 
to be taken, and^ haying named the remark- 
able cape forming the w^st side of the baj^, 
after the Duke of Clarence, in conjimemor- 
ation of the birth-day of his Royal{ Hi^- 
ness, I shaped my course, on the moiiiing 
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of the 2f^lst, towards the next opiening which 
appeared in view to the westward. 

The land forming Cape Clarence is ex- 
ceedingly high, the mountains peaked, and 
generally bOvered with snow, the to^s pf 
£hetn' appearing above the douds; the preci- 
pices dnly being black, apparency from their 
being too perpendicular for the snow to rest 
Upon. An easterly breeze sprmging up, 
^e proceeded to explore the opening in 
sight, which answered to the descriptibn of 
Alderman Joiies's Sound, as given by Baffin, 
who discovered it. 

W^ ran nine inil6s amo'ng very heaVy ice 
until nooii, when a thick fc^ coming on, we 
Were obliged to takie shelter under a large 




Since our leaving Wolstenholinie Island, 
the ice had assumed a very different cha- 
ra^ from any we had before seen ; it had 
genfei'sfll^ a green tint^ ahd appealr^d to have 
beeii a long time at sea, withott, however,' 
bfeing in a state of decay : it was in huge 
n^asses of ii'regMax^ fbrms, which appeared 
as if they had b^eil heaped upon each othi^ 
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by some tremendous force, and then frozen 
together. Any communication with the 
land thus became impossible, nor is it likely 
that this coast will be found accessible to 
future navigators. The land reaching from 
this Cape towards the west, presented some 
deep ravines, which were filled with ice ex- 
tending far into the sea, in the manner be- 
fore described ; there was no appearance of 
vegetation, nor did the country appear ha- 
bitable ; very few birds were seen, and no 
whales, but we foUnd seals in abundance. 

Several copper cylinders, containing an. 
account of our prot^eedings, were left on the 
floating ice^ within these forty-eight hours ; 
we sounded here in one hundred and ten 
fathoms, and completed our water. During 
the late fogs the ropes were covered with 
ice, which rendered every evolution difiU 
cult, and, at the same time, prevented 
every kind of observation. Here I had an 
opportunity of correcting some differences 
between the Alexander's reckoning and the 
IsabeUa's ; and it appeared probable that 
^e^e. differences had been produced by 
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some material changes in the deviation of 
the former. I nevertheless ordered, that 
the officers of the watch in the Alexander 
should write the rough log as soon as their 
watches were ended ; and mentioning every 
particular, sign their initials opposite the 
hour, in the manner that was practised in 
the Isabella; as those differences might 
have arisen from mistakes in copying the 
log. 

Augmt 22. — A very thick fog, attended 
by a. calm, continued until a few minutes 
before noon ; when the sun appeared, and 
we had an excellent meridian altitude on* 
the iceberg, by reflection, which gave the 
latitude 76* 3(y N. ; completely proving" 
that the reckoning of the Isabella was cor- 
rect, and that the northernmost point whidi 
the ship had reached was 76** 55^ N., at 
which time she was in longitude 74*" S& 48'^' 
W. At half past three we had good alti- 
tudes for time, and found our longitude to 
be 77* 4' &' W. ; and, soon after, we had 
azimuths, which gave the variation 108*" W. 
The Alexander's observations agreeing with 



218 A VOYAGE OF DISC!OT£RT 

■ ■ — 

August 2J. Let Jr6° $7\ Long. 77° 04'. 



those of the Isiabella^ it was also proved 
that the former ship had been mtich further 
north than was deduced from her reckon- 
ing, between the nbon of the 19th, and that 
of the 20th ; and by wotkibg her courses 
back from this latitude and longitude, it 
appeared, that, at fifty minutes past mid-^ 
night, on the Idth, we had been beyond 
tlie seventy-seventh degree. Observatiofis 
were also made this day on the magnetic 
dip, by Jones's instrument^ and they were 
found to agree with Mr* Browne's; it hav- 
ing been discovered, that the correction fbr 
error, marked on the former, ought to have 
been.. 4' instead of 4"^, which was the quan- 
tity inadvertently given as required Ibr ad- 
justment: Ihey both gave the dip at SG"" 05 v 
At^ud ^k — ^The weather on this day 
waa not foggy near the ships, but it was so 
thick all round the horizon, as to prevent 
eur seeing tibie laead, or ihe situation of the 
ice, which sunround^d ua^ in evety direction. 
The iceberg to which we were moored, had 
drifted during the ni^t into ninety-ei^t 
ftithoms, with a stony bottom. The wind 
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being too light to md^e any progress in 
beating to windward) I could not get Und^r 
weigh ; but) soon after Divine service, a 
breeze sprung up from the southward^ 
whep the ships were Qa^t loose, and the 
fails set. The sun's noeridian altitude WM 
observed on the iceberg, and the latitwi^ 
foi^d to be 76"* $T N.> the k^erg living 
drifted three miles to. the northwaird. 

We. now stood for the Sound which we 
had seen on the ^Ist, tacking and bearing 
up occa3ionally^ to avoid the ice, whic^ was 
generally from six to twelve feet thick,, very 
uneven, md in pieces of vfirious shapw ; 
we found it impossible to keep clear of it, 
apd. the ship unavoidably iseoeived boom 
seyer^e shocks, bujb fortunately suff^oed. <io 
damage. Towards the evei^ug we^ suoces^ 
sively made out the noiith apd souths poiiits 
of the imd aero3S the bottoixi of tins fa»y, 
or inlet, which agreed with Baffin:^, dewrip- 
tion of Jones's Scrnnd* ^t midnight;/ a 
ridge of very high, mountaias, wii3.sQeiiita 
extieud neady acr/oss tbe bottom of it, join^ 
ins another frcmi the. south, which was not 
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quite 90 high. The bay was completely 
blocked with ice, in which were some very 
large icebergs ; and from the points of land, 
glaciers of solid ice were seen extending 
for many miles into the sea. It was evi- 
dent that there could be no passage in that 
direction, and we, therefore, began to beat 
ta the southward, having named the above^ 
mentioned Capes Hardwicke and Caledon, 
after those distinguished noblemen. At 
eleven P. M., a piece of fir wood was picked 
up : it contained nails, and the marks, of 
the plane and adze were also evident. 
This seems to prove that it must have 
drifted up the bay, probably by the strong 
southerly winds. Many seals were seen, 
and the tracks of bears were visible on the 
ice in many places. 

August 24. — The weather continued 
clear until four P. M., and we had a still 
better view of the land about Jones's Sound. 
We, therefore, stood towards the southern 
poisLt, where there appeared some chance 
of nearing the land; but, aft;er beating 
for same time, it fell calm, a^nd socm 



TO THiE ARCTIC REGIONS. 2^1 



August 24. Lat. 76° 15'. Ix)iig. 78° 18'. 



afterwards a thick fog obliged us to make 
fast, being unable to see the passages 
through the ice, which were continually 
changing, and, after some time, the Alex- 
ander joined us. This position was re- 
markable for variety in the depth of water, 
aqd in the quality of the substances at the 
bottom. When we made fast we had se- 
venty-eight fathoms : soon afterwards we 
had one hundred and sixty, then eighty- 
five, two hundred, one hundred and fifty, 
and one hundred and eighty-five, within a 
sl\ort time of each other. In the shallow- 
est water we had muddy sand and shells ; 
at one time a small piece of coral ; at 
eighty-five fathoms we had rocky bottom ; 
at one hundred and sixty, atones; at two 
hundred, mud; and at one hundred and 
fifty, mixed blue and grey clay, with worms. 
A great number of seals were seen, toge- 
ther with the traces of a bear, of an extra- 
ordinary size ; the marks of his fore paw 
measuring fifteen inches by thirteen, and 
tiiH hind paw twenty by twelva We had 
no observations this day, on account of the 
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thick fog, a.nd the ice was too unsteady for 
the dipping needle ; but the iiight was re- 
markable for its having been the first on 
which the sun had been observed to set 
since the 7th of June ; thus terminating a 
day, which consisted of one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-two hours, and giving 
us warning of the approach of a long and 
dreary winter. 

Ai^ust 25. — About midnight it cleared 
up, when we again saw the land, and had, 
for t^e third time, a view of Jones's Sound, 
and of a bay to the southward of it, which 
I named Lady Anne Hope's Bay. The 
cape to> the north was abo named Cape 

• 

Lindsay ; and the motkntains at the bottom, 
which were the highest we had yet seen, 
w^e named: Bernard's Mountains. As it 
became quite calm, all boats were employed 
in towing; and, passing through much 
heavy ioe, we came to some ve*y largfe ice- 
bergs, which lay aground on tibie edge erf a 
bmAi^ an whichi we found fifky-seveh fifc- 
thorns water. We were n6w about seven 
or eight milea from the land, and I made 
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fast to afi ipeberg in order to try the mag- 
netic dip and force. 

The fog was extremely thick on the sur- 
face of the sea, but at the mast-head^ and 
at the top of the ipeberg^ it was perfectly 
cleivr) so as to admit of good observations^ 
from theqi. This berg was one hmodriad 
and four feet high^ six hundred feet longi 
apd four hundred feet broad; the dip here 
was found to have decreased to 86^ 

About ei^ht^ a light breeze sprung up^ 
but it was direcUy against us, and nothing 
could be gained by casting off ^mong. ao 
much ice ; we, therefore, remained at. our 
moorings. We sounded in *9ixty fathonuy; 
and B/t several casts obtained stpnes aqd 
8b^i^ «, others, ««.d. mud. «.d worn,., 
the i«e, wU* drew maoh w««r, fmei. 
the berg to the southward, but the small 
pieces drifted to the northward. It is, 
worthy of remark, that the icebergs here 
wcjre only three-fourths under watejr, while 
those to the south were five-sixth$« As we 
had reasqn . to think thajt we were in the 
N.W. comer of the bay, I caused a flag- 
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Staff to be erected, at the bottom of which 
a copper cylinder, containing the usual re^ 
marks, was buried, while another was 
thrown overboard. The rise and fall of the 
tide was observed this day (the 25th of the 
moon) to be ten inches ; but the direction 
or velocity of the stream was not percep- 
tible. 

August 26. — At half-past six, the sun 
having considerable power over the fog, we 
could see about a' cible's length from the 
ships ; and I thought it advisable to attempt 
getting a little further to the southward, as 
we had seen the land as far as S. by £. ; 
we therefore made sail, keeping company 
with the Alexander by musquetry. At in- 
tervals the weather cleared sufficient to let 
us see that we were witfiin six miles of the 
land, which had now decidedly taken a 
southerly direction. We kept the lead 
going, and had various soundings; when 
the water was imder sixty fathoms we had 
rocky bottom, between sixty and seventy 
fathoms we had coral, and above that mud; 
the shoalest water we had was forty-five. 
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and the devest eighty-fke fathoms. We 
discovered this to be a bank extepdiB^ 
along the land» in a north and south dU 
lotion, at the distance of five ox six 
leagues: many icebergs were aground on it» 
and a great number of smaller pieces of iae 
Were floating roubd them. On one of these 
a ver^ large piece of granite was seea, and 
I sent a boat to tow it alongside^ intending 
to hoist it 101 bai^ unfortunately it slipg^ 
out of the slings and sunk. Some sg^U 
m€9^ of tiiia and other stones weroy liow« 
everji preserved by both ships. 

A party was this day sent to an iceberg, 
aiid the variation was obtained by azimuth^t 
It WAS also detnmined that the |K3iint c^ 
chao^^ in the deviation, as weU as its 
aniount, continued the same as it was found 
to be on the 19th. By a meridian altitude 
of the sun, we found dtat we had made finir 
miles southing in the twenty-four hours. 
It was evident, that the nearer we ap- 
Iffidachedi the land the ice was the more 
compact ; and, ; b«ing of the nature before 
described, it was iiapossible to commtmicate 
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with the dhote ; I th^^6r^ (Jb^mght it im- 
advisable t6 atteitopt to penetrate neai^er^ 
when it was certain that notfiing could be 
gaitied by it. On this ice *the tracks of 
bears were eveiy where vieiblej but none of 
Cbtese animals were discovered. SeVemY 
Wrds^ of the peterel kind' wete shot and 
preserved. Towards eNfenlftg the land to^ 
^e southward was seen as far as the S. S. W; 
poitit of the compass. Oh diis coast im-^ 
merous and immense glaciers of ice^wttre 
seen, extending into the sea lor sweral 
miles. Off the southernmost point, a *ery 
rehiarlcEble conicid rock, with a smalt one 
neat' it, of similar fbrm^ was seen ;> akd^^ 
#hen abreast of it, a large bay, which wa* 
filled^ by *a glacier, extenditig quite acroiss^ it, 
was^ seen; this I named ^ Cobottrg Bay; 
and the headland before -mentioned, 64pe 
Leopolds in compliment^ to His Roy a) 
Highness the Prince Leopold; The re-- 
markable rock near it was named Princess 
Charlottfe^s Monument, acfter our lamented 
PHncess; we found' ar reef extending* from 
It towards the Iftnd^ but the shore was here 
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80 completelj skirted by ice that it was im» 
possible to approach it. We therefore took 
the only observatioilB iii our power, and 
determining its latitude, proceeded on our 
voyage. 
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CHAP*^ X»> 



WVRtVDU FlU>aiUBS8 TO THE SOUTHWARD. — Wt^fO IB^ 
OPEN 8SA. — mSCOVEB, AND GITS NAMES T0> VARIOUS 
HEADLANDS AND A BAT. -*- ARRITE AT LANCASTEIC 
SOUNDS AND EXHDRE ST. — TAEIE POS8S8tM>N OV TMt 

GOUNTRir. EXTRAORDINART VARIATION OF THE C09t- 

PASS. «-* CONTINUE EXFLOBIN6 THE COAST Ta TH^ 
SOUTHWARD* 



On the 27th of August, we cdntnutfdT otMr 
course to the southward, and, bj the con** 
tinuation of the Easterly wmds, were eiMibied 
to make a good stretch along the knd, 
which I distmctly saw as far as to the 
S,W. In passing Cobourg Bay, we disocK 
vQred that it was completely occupied foy an 
impenetrable glacier of ice, and the chain 
of mountains, which has been already de- 
scribed, was seen to extend to the south- 
vmtd without interruption. The Ci^ 
whiph formed the southern boundary of 
Cobourg Bay was n^med after Captatn 
Horsburg, and from thence the land took a 
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direction due siouth, when a very bold and 
high promontory was seen about ^ six ttHes. 
to the southward, which was named Cape 
Cockburn^'in complimebt to £Sr George^ 
one of the Lords of the Admiralty. Thife 
Cape is situated in latitude 74"^ 49' aXid 
IcHigitude 78*" 45' W. It resembles the 
coast near to Cape Ctaien<^ being; com^ 
pletely cotered with snow, except where 
the precipices are perpendicular/ The 
valleys and ravines were filled with ice, 
and the coast rendered totally inaccessiUe 
by surrounding masses, similar to those 
already described. 

The wind having increased, we out-ran 
the Alexander, and explored a spacious 
bay to the south of Cape Cockburn, : which 
I nkmed'Banks Bay, after the l^resident of 
the Royal Society. 

This bay, like the last, was occupied by 
ioe, and surrounded by a continuation of 
the mountains already mentioned. Here I 
^as obliged to shorten sail for the Alex* 
ander, the weather befcoming thick; and we 
lost s^ht of the land, having made twenty* 
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#^t tjswivie j»il* fertljfiff whicfc I c(^ 

iind'di^titfctly se^n the l«n4 wi 4^n»uw4 

Its sitttatioiti, I ^jo^eue^ ml » %pd ^^ 
fltovour&d, under the topsails; to loairi W 
•one position* judging it to )be th? imKi' 
&>Tonrable one |br puling on, in any dijrfie- 
^ibn that ' circumstances migl^ point o^t 
.Qiir pcogrej^, whi(^«.duFii%,4helasBt t^wepty- 
^fbur hours* v;a8 thirty-si^ nvil^ in d^/^(;f^ic^ 
stras acKPnuplish^ wi^ <:<3<'(8iderfri|}^ dk9^> 
culty, from the innumerable in^si^s jpf .^ 

mth wH^ .^e ,wes^ 8urro]y#4«d. ^ippie- 
^»ine9 we yr^e, Qli>fige4 .to h«9r »®> wdj by 
giving the ship ^e&h ^^ ^vov^, f^ 
^ate^f endeavour to ^ep^tf l^te thj? ^nafisgf qf 
ice which lay m streams ^p»^ our. ^uisj^ 
In this we oc<^iQ^)y jfvcpeede,d» {^4'i^e 

:lsabeU» being hxgm an4 *bettef sfi^ t^ 
jthe AJextrnder* sbe hf^l) a^ i^ ^ i^l>Rle ^ 
x)m previous progress t}u:ovig|i t|u^ }c^ « 

•ticcaded ady^ntfige in ft b^^^ezfs. p^ut j^js 
operation <Qft^ loJM* fll^d i^e ware then 



m. a»£ . AB(»ic . axamNSk 981 



AlVi«27. .Jtat..C«°49'. iMag,1f«d'. 



cMi§0^ to hlye ifiooniaie to inirpkig ham 

iHR(ri(^iie her jftpm'tii^ tttmtioa iwbo ivbidi 
ab4-h«d: bem 4ibE9!«r»i at <otber times i^d 

tfi| fi^h ribe |>lace xiioat lik^y to ,be p«pCA 

. I^ all these ipalu3euYre9) th^ great^al 
Qire is. ireqwiite. tp avojdl. the tof^gjuds* oc 
pregections.of tiite ipe und{»r wiil!^» whidk 

f^e'pften A!t the 4epth ^ six- dt ei^^t.feet 
E|^'tiil0 pm{kpse of ohflemng then* ex{»ir 
liAQc^d Bewfien are placed on. eMh how, 
yfhf>,' <m^i«^ym»g itho cUQgtf by tiw 
gfeen i^^^anfji^ ^jf't^e watf^ call ooi 
Stfir^ipil^dt m J*(irtt.)9a the ooc^isioD . ma^ 
l^^l^fl) 4h49feby dire^^MtgtheMinsixuii ka 
si^ev.pleHr (^ them* AUh<»iigh ^he Jeadnig 
«^ baa ift tbe^ paseii^ifne dSmdTAQt^eflisi 
^i^)9g tbro^the ice* being: the £fst.td 
^ef^^ it;, and: tb^d^y jto xoake «, patsaagtiv 
ygt $be iwxt baa difl5fi»ltie4;wbi<i inoije 
tbjf^ b^WNce. the adviugitft^e. of fwba^ 

'#)9vp!l^>».l0^e«t;b: ahroMj fOfl^e; tbfe: ioe 

ft 4 
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y^dx had JMeii dbplaeed, riui&ng fedWWpAi 
the wake mt^x an acceleri^ed motiofiy ao pa 
to encotittter apd iiiq>ede the vessel that 
foUowiu The unavoi^le detttidon at iaii^ 
fi«n these ctrcumsta&ces, and the inferiofky 
of the Alexancter in sailings were bc^ hew- 
evW) more than suffici^t to give me an op* 
portunity of exploring the coast as I passed 
it; by enabling me, without loss of time, to 
stand in whenever it was clear5 so as to 
make the necessary observations. 
. The spot at whidi we had pow arrived 
was more clear of ice than any phioe we 
had seen since we left Cape Clarence^ and 
we observed in it a little swell from the 
south-eastward. The f<^ bdng ^icessively 
thick, and the ropes covered with ice, we 
had no chimce of bdng aUe to penetnite 
any &Fther if we had desired it ; we there^ 
fi»re continued standing off and on. One 
hour on eAch tack, in h<^s of the return 
of clear, weather. This, however, did not 
take place, and we were overtaken by darit-*. 
oess ; the length of the nighls havii^ very 
considerably increased^ both by our pragren^ 
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to the south, and by the decrease in the 
sun'^ dedinatioDi In this situation we 
kept company with the Alexander by tnus^ 
quetry, uiitil about midnight, when a large 
pack of ibe drifted upon us, and, closing 
up r o\rt pool, obliged us to stand to the 
eastward. . This day, which was the last of 
the sun and moon's being in distance, 
closed, and completed our disappointment 
in not getting a lunar observation for the 
whole quarter, a matter of much import^ 
anee to us. We sounded here, but had no 
ground in three hundred fathoms, and there 
was too much drift to obtain soundings in 
deeper water. Twd bottles, containing an 
account of our proceeding^, were thrown 
OTer-rboard in latitude 75"" 24^ and longi^ 
tilde 78* 21V about one P. M. 

^tt^ti^28.^ — During the night we had 
^oW and thick rain, and were much a««^ 
lioyed with pack ice ; at one time we were 
in much '■ d«^er of being beset, but we 
carried sail, and forced ourselves to the. 
eistwai^, in whkh direction clear water 
was^dboieiiKfd at d«y-)%lit^' At three 
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«Wfice«ide4 i9 ^^ItJ^ opii^pletj^ly ^ew^ f»f 

o|>€dfi aea,{ » conKicikrable sw^ ^iq^ Abfi 
$. $. £). in which 4ffieQ^ipn we h^d t))^ 
wtfkd) wafi «ls.o obfiierY/ed. The t^^ick i^a 
eontinued iinitil £ve A. M* winen it ^si4ltall|^ 
4$ea»ed9 being 9apc@eded by fiou4y we^r- 
tber find very little wii^ Th? bcKJLy of t})^ 
I^Acked ice was seen to the true north) §^n 
lending from ^SL W* to £1 At nocu^ wje b^ 
a9 indiffei:ent pbaetvat^m 9pd m^4& ^^JiiV^ 
^ks to weather the ^^^ l^t mud?. v^^ 

W]0 way, ift fi<»fi8eqfteficiB erf tbp^^w^ 

& W. B^ween thiee i«)4 ibjiH: ,t^ Wfff^lAm 
doN^ wp« ^nd gwe m * Yiev of l^.l*M» 
which consisted Qf n)P.WAtii|i{(, 4>eit^ |))f| 
hi^est we bady^t «e^ :^^hej w<ir% <||ti- 

land to US: w»s ,tht(t ^hifih fafifV^ Itlft 
aoMthein point of iliinli^ ifv^. tp wM^ r); 
gave the name o£ Ccifie dwBVigtlwnt n^. 
n^ old Mend m^rommmi^Gn^ Qmh 
missioQev of HiitIll4g^y'9<N9^ Hi Woolr 
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Cunkighame Mountaiios^ \n com{iJimwt t^ 
som^ ;odier friends of tti»t Qai)a@<M The 
a9iijwthero lejEtic^naity of tj^eland, i^rb^ipb bpFie 
§,.§. jpl,, I ftanjjesd. Cap§ Ouah^^i hh'm 
Jft^lhide 74° 3?* N., and IpngitMde 79" 30' W* 
^{^& land coujid not - be approach^ n^^ 
tfc^ ;fiv,e ^^giues, on account of the p^c^ed 
^ J Jpjifjt^ j(?n the otJjer h^nd) jfrpip sputb to 
^9f,th, ^thing \)x^t cljear ^ater W9? t(^ Ims 
m^im tl^p iq? sfs^paJBg tp baye foeej^ pfl(clp»d 
into the liQttpn;^. of, P^n'^ B^y hy !t))e 
^ji^e^y gfdes; Ti^e 4hip conti^u^d to 
):(^t 4ong t^ coast in a jdi' ^<H^AJ& n^ady 
$(n ;th^;meri4iap, ind we pcpc^ed slowly 
^ t^ ^li^h^y^d* Tfee i9j(^i^t»io9 from 
Q^^ Cuapipgl»am, tow^^sdp t^ 99»th) B»*r 

fJiQiW ; fW?0. fivep^ at U|e vgry- t^J^f io^ tfiem* 
Sf^l^ iWf ie yisiJRle alw^>Y? the i?lqM49» -blwk 
f^;| ^^^ pjiuniy aefiip. Ih^p »)d$»)> .!» 
1^ «9P§are^ ftpm ^ s§^ w^fs glmolt 
f^r (jf ^n9ff. J an4, fi^f t^s §)h«( 4¥*«9m 
^ «W>»Vtify: WB^^ »f tia^>i|al|le «« tb»t 
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part 6f the opposite coast which we found 
to be actually inhabited. 

We sounded occasionally, and had regu- 
larly two hundred and forty fathoms ; and; 
by means of the deep-sea clamms, obtaiixed 
a quantity of mud and clay, in which 
worms were found. At one cast a piece of 
granite also was brought up, which wmghed 
more than a pound. Towards midnigh£ a 
very thick fog came on, but we continued 
our course to the southward, in the direc- 

tion of the furthest land we had seen. 

' ■ . ■• * 

' August 29.— The fog still continued, and 
W proceeded as before, keeping a good 
lookout, and sounding whenever we gbt 
far enough a4iead of the Alexander nc^ to 
detain her by that operation, in deptibs 
varying from two hundred to two hundred 
and forty fathoms. At noon the fog deare^ 
away, and, at four, we got to a conskier^ 
able distance from the edge of the ice, when 
the temperature of the water on the sur* 
face was found to be 86^: this beittg ta 
incretoe of 4*", was ccmsidered ti> 'he the 
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natural consequences of ^ the absence oC 
ice, Mid of our advance to the soutb* . IJhe 
land to the southward was seen, but not per-- 
fectly distinct until S'dXy^i when the fog» 
after being very thick for a short interval, 
cleared entirely away, and we saw it from: 
sojith to north-west: the mountains near 
Cape Charlotte bore west We shortened sail 
for the Alexander, after we had made out> 
the land, and sounded in two hundred and 
ten fathoms. Between Cape Charlotte and/ 

the jand, which bore south, a wide opening 

« • « ' • 

appeared ; but the wind shifting to the , 
west, I could not stand in to explore it, and* 
therefore stood to the southward ; but,, at; 
ten P.M.,. the wind changed to the south, 
when we tacked and stood in under aU sail. - 
The swell continued from the S.&E., and, 
at midnight, the weather was very thick 
and foggy. - 

Augu$t 80. — The weather being still 
thick and cloudy, we continued to steer sO; 
as to gain . the . piiddle of the opening,; 
making about a south by west course ; but 
th^.wind was light and variable, and not. 
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much progresis was made. About^ fbttr We 
had a shower of raiii, and soon after^arJfe 
the fog clearihg away a little, we saw two 
icebei^gs at a considerable distance; w6 
then altered our course, in the marihei* 
itiost likely to answer for getting to the 
WfeStward, and carried all sail. About ten 
wfe saw the land which forms the nbrthem' 
side of the opening, extending from \^e^ , 
to nbrth in a chain of high mountains cb^" 
vei*efd with show. Soon afterwards tfe'6' 
soiitb slidfe of Ifhis opening was discbVeiretf,' 
extending from S.W. to S.E., forming also a 
diiain of very high niotititains. In the sp'ad^^ 
bttweoi west atid sbuth-west, there appear- 
ed a yifelldw sky, but ilo laiid was ^efen, nbt 
wia§ there any ice on the water, except a 
fow ioebefrg9 ; the opening, tfiei^forfe, t6dk 
the appearance of a channel, the eiitrdnce 
of which was judged to be forty-five rtifles 
wide J the land on the north side lying in 
201 E.N;E. and W.S:W1 Erection, and oW 
the south side, nearly eaist aAd W^t 

Having h Ad good observations for tltidf^^ 
and a meridian altitude of the fiuh/ tlie 

lO 
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latitude and/ loftgltud?^ were attciirtitely de-^ 
tiwmined; attd*, at thfe sahfte ^ime, ^e? 
btorings 6f thfe latod wetfe takett and regii^ 
tered. Divine service wab performed j to^ 
iii (fhie aftei*n6bi1, thef wind haviilg obliged ^ 
us to stand tt> the' south side, wfe had aii 
eXcellferit view of the most^ magHi^Rnmt 
chain of mountains which I had ever beheld.- 
Thii^ chain, and the cap6 which tennitiates 
it arid forms the eastern extremity of the 
liarid on that side of the channel, was riatried 
after Sir Byam Martin, in compliment t^ Hly 
Aioist eisteemed friend the €ompjroHei?' of Hfe 
M^jesUy^s Navy ; arid the tatioU^ dipes arid 
bftys iri this tract of latld; were also nam^ 
aftet' his amiable family arid- ri^arest -r«- 
Natives. TtieaeVktinnMiiii, which tak^ihifiiif 
i4sef &ota' the ' £tea^ at €ape Byftcn Mtri^ 
oh th« ^ail, and ft<6ni' a }4>w plain nl^r 
Gatheri»e*8 Bay* oii the- west; tertniflateln 

r - 

ahajrp lofty peaks ; and the rock^ whi^b 
form th^tti beirig, on^^ne side or the 'other^ 
arid often ori evfery side, too perpendicular 
for the snow to rest upon, they ai?e diis- 
tittctly seen iabore it, displaying V^ry re- 
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markable forms. In one pl^eV n^irly 
b^ween Cape Fanshawe ahd £tizat>etli*s 
^y, two rocks^ resembling hurban Ifigyres 
of. a gigantic size in a sitting posture^^'M^re. 
seen on the highest peak ; ahd^ b^ it%»& 
considerably above the douds, l£heif^ ap- 
pearance was both extraordinary anli m- 
teresting. < 

^ The snow appeared to be dee^tn^lnie 
vdleys of the interior, but thefravinesnoext 
the sea w^re only partly filled^ittf ll. mid 
the precipi(56s near tbe'fdot of 'tj[ie i 
tains were perfectly bare. ' The loSv i 
level tract of land which has al^^'e^vll^^u 
described as forming Cajtherine^ I^^^^m 
also perfectly clear of fltao^V a^<J' W8^ 
appearance the mc^t habitabW^ si(^U3 
on the coast The rest of ttie * a^^a;Sr 
spent in beating to the westward^" afjisail 
was cfirriedy and every advantage?* t^'en^ 
the changes in the direction arid strCTigth 
of the wind. ' As tlie eveiiing ^losed^*t^ 
wind died away,' the wea£her oecame nqfi^: 
and warm, ^ the water much smoother, and 
the atmosphere dear and serene. Tha 
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mauDtains on each side of the Striait,: being 
dew of clouds, displayed various b^utjful 
tintk For the first time we discoyc^ed 
that the land extended frpjnthe south twch 
thirds across this apparent Strait, but: the 
fiig which continually occupi^ that: quaiy 
ter, obscured its real figure : in this position 
we had good observations for time, and the 
dip-sector and Kater's altitude instruiQent 
^ere used: the temperature of. the. water 
at^ four o'clock was 361, exaf^tly in the 
cifptre of the mput^ of the ;S.t;rait. The 
close of this evening, wa^ rema^kiEible. for 
the appearance of. Capella^, the first . star 
we had se^ for jtwelve .weeks* . 
. Daring this day inuch ; interest was.e3(« 
citad on ^bovd by ,the appearance : of this 
ftnut. } the general opinion^ however, was 
1;hat it was only an inlet The land. was 
partiaUy seen extending across, the yellow 
iky wasj[>ercqptible ;, aiy}, as we advanced, 
the temperature of the water began to de- 
crease. The mast4iead. and crowVnest 
,j * * ■ ' - ' 

was crowded with tiboae who were most 

VOU I. R ' 
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aH&idud, bfrt nothing waa^lbfally decided at 
the t^ing o^ tlie stin. . 

ScMMi after midnight the wind began td 
shift, and the ship came gradnally nf>, 
enabling tt» to dtond ditectly up the baxi 
I, ther^ievef nmde all taSl, and left the 
Alexander eonsiderably SEttent. At ajittte 
befote fouf oVloek, A.M., the fond \^ 
aem 4tt the bottom of the inlet by the! 
oMeett of the wcUiCh ; but bdbre I go^ U]^n 
d^kr a dpaee of about wtven degrees of the 
6oinpas8 was obsoxreiil hy the fog. iPh^ 
land whieh I &en saw wt»' » faigk i^idg^ 6f 
mountains, extendrng direetly across' %e 
bottom of the Inlet, tes chalBr appeared 
extremdy high in' did centre, and titose 
towonls Uie noiUlh' had, i^ timeS) the ap- 
pearance of islands) bc^g insidaSed by the 
fog at their bases. Althiragh a passage- in 
thii» direetion app«aied Ik^elesSj I n^ de-^ 
fcen^sed to e)^pl«re it completely, ay Re- 
wind ^as fiivot^]^ ; anti^ ^refor^, coik^ 
tinued' idl saili At eight thewind feff ir 
littk, »ftd the Alexander bein^ far anftem^ 
I sounded and found six hundred^ imd 
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irf6venty-tour fathoms, with a soft muddy 
bottom. Thdre was, However, no ctirreht, 
and the temperature of th6 mud was* 29|°L 
Soon after this the breeze freshened and 
tire cacrrie^ all sail, leaving the Alexander 
ahd steering directly up the bay. Hie 
weatlier was now variable, beiing alternately 
cloudy and clear at intervals. Mr. Beverley, 
who was the most sanguine, went up to 
the crbwVnest ; and^ at twelve Reported to 
riie, that beforre it became thick, he had 
'sei^h the laiid across tlie bay, except for a 
very short space. The lahdl to the S. E. 
was very distinct, arid I had an excellent 
trarisit and bearing of Cape Byarh Martiii 
and Cape i'anshawe, with the ship^s head 
on the point of the change, for the' purposte 
of tJetermining the variation, should ho 
aiimiu^hs be obtained. AlthougK all Hopes 
were given up, even by the most sanguine, 
that a passage Existed, tod the weather 
continued thick, I determined to st^d 

r / 

higlier up, and put into any .Hwb6^^ I 
might discover, for the purpose of making 
magn^ical (Sibservatioris. Here I felt the 

R 2 
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wftntof a consoW, which I ooald ^mf{»loy 
to explore a coai^ or discover a hafbotir^ 
the Alexander sailing so badly, and b<^iflg| 
so leewardly, that she conld not safely^ be 
employed on such a service. Daring tbi^r 
day we shortened sail several times, .W 
prevent our losing sight of her altdgstb^. 
As we stood up the bay two cape^ oh tt$6f 
south side were discovered, one of wbMl' 
.1 named after the Earl of, Liverpool : the 
land which formed the boundary on bnf^' 
side of Catherine's Bay, was named Cape^ 
Hay. On the north side a Temarkabi<^ 
conical rock, the only island on this pai%^ 
of the coast, was discovered, and AsUneii 
Sit George Hope's Monument *, after rSy 
lamented friend, one of the Lords of ^ the 
Admiralty, who had recommended Ale ^r 
the command of this expedition, and whose 
stature of my orders on his death-bed^ 
vfBs the last act of his valuable life. 

* The icQ was distinctly seeii to iexteod from this islfii|^,,> 
to the I&nd, distant 35 miles, and a view of it was taken 
at 10 A. M: on the 3 1st August by. Mrr J.- Bushnan, 
whkh was sent to die ^dn^nity onu^ arrini, and is 
now in my possession. 
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y UlflMWttODe). the Aiexander being nearly 
ov£^ of. siglit to the eastward^ we hove ta 
%;h4lfftn hoQiFf 4k> let hef come up a little ;- 
and, $tif half past one^ she being within' 
^ OT 40v€lb miles of us^ we again made* all* 
^ait. ' I intended to have sounded during 
tibis iatepTVal) but £>und the south-east swell' 
kMli soiuuich increased and thedrift so great;* 
tiMfttU was inipraeticable. 
v^iAt lialf * pMt two> (when I went off deck 
t^rdii^Qer,} there were sonte hopes of its' 
c^^llifiDgi and I left orders to be called' on 
thief a|>p€ffH*iuice of land or ice ar-head. At^ 
tlp^EN^, the officer of the watch, who was re^ 
ll^ed by Mr. Lewis^ reported, on his com- 
ing dntfO^ the t^abio, that there wits some ap^^ 
pfljii'aoce of its clearing at the bottom of 
t^ bajF ; I immediatdy, therefore, wenfron' 
4(^i:ijfi^ adi^i fi^Qon after, it complMely cleared' 
fob' about ten minutes, when I distinctly' 
saw the land iroUbd the bottom of the bay, 
fin'ming^ a chain of mountains connected 
Witb^ho*ewtlich extended albhg the north 
a|ld souUi. sides. ;V This land appeared to be 
attthe distance of eight leagues i and Mr^- 
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L^is* the tnas^Ty asd Janp^s ^iHg, l««4i;(i|^ 
i^fua, being s^t ioT) thejr took ils j^eaii^gi^ 
which were iivierte4 i^ the Ipg ; the W9im 
9Q the surface . >)f as at the t|enlpe^u^II]p4tf 
34^ At this mon^f^t I al8<> . Siaw a oonltir 
QUity qf iee^ ^ the flv^mc9 §^ aeven mU/ta, 
ef teoding frooi opis 44e of thfi buy to titur 
o^i^ betwj^^ the ne^rfi^ jpape to tibf» 
north) which I o^^ aAev Sir Gi»ch|^ 
Warrefidei*^ apd thi^ to th§ $outh) whi^ 
ifras-immed after yj»Goi|ot C»a«tIeBea^. . TIms 
]]9(9iuitains, w^ch ocoiipied the (^ntre^ il^ 
4 ' north ai)d soi^h direction, ivere panted 
Cfioker's ^ouptainsy after t^€| gecii^ry.tci 
the Admindty. The wut^iriRept v<mim» 
which formed i^fpapipvsb»y» «pj|^J($t«j^ 
(IQBopied by ice, ^as «%med B?«»^-» B*^ } 
i^ k hounded on |;|ie 8U;u|h by Gape Ciirtl«- 

seegh, and 4rti,tbe north by Cape ^osftf^tiot^ 

which is a head-Ia|id, that pf0j#^« i^twaivl 
&qm the high land m the ^ntre- 13)9 
Qcoth corner^ whic^: W9A the Iftst tl had 
ijtftj^ o|it| ina§ (^ de^ inlet j ftpd fit iik aoff 
s^^^siff^ ei^K^J tp ths latitiude giyeii h}f 
Baffin <^ L^ca^ti^ S«^d) I Iwvft Jlo 4aubt 
that it was the sam% i^d consider it a most 
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fenmrimbfe insttnee of the 'B£smmcy of tjbit 
iUb navigfttor. At a quarter past theae^ 
^0e weather again became thick and wot^ 
sottled; and being now perfectly? satisfied 
thrat tliere was no passage in this iiiredhkm^ 
ndr any kaiboor into which I coukL enter 
lb« ^e purpose of mdcmg magnetUai cib. 
peafVBi&mfh I ta^ai to join tht Alexandet^ 
tfei^di was At the 4istanee jof eight milasL 
Havmg joined her a Utftle dter four, wi 
iibood to the sotttb-eastward ; Imttheswcdt 
wait so great, and the wind so faafiBik^y diMt 
ilia ship's hesd conld not be kept agapnst 
l^e sea; this swell was {»N)bi^ljr increaaed 
&em our proximity to the margui. of the 
ice, and it would hftre been iis^rudest ig> 
Iwre stood nearer to it undar such cauafBapi- 
idttnees. About dot it fell nearly ealskibr 
-a short time, and we sounded fHtktbedeefi* 
sea dammi^ which brou^ up a quantity 
of mud, in wMdi were five nrotms of a tf»- 
^oies that Imd not been ,semi bdGoBe* . There 
"aiaie only mk hundred and fifty ftthcont 'of 
Mne out, vonsequently th^Be: could not be 
inoite thipn t|ii<; 4«#b 9f iMiter ; ]m% there 



*24B A VOYAGE OF DISCOVBRY 

Aug. 91. At 6.P. M» / lot. 74^. QSr•^ -Long* 8F20C yMr.,1%4^ W. 

bably the^casc^^ftfti the .awdL^ior'Bd..^gcQBt» 
that it .was in6^iain> aft» tvFirjhuiidnd^ 
ithoiQSy' wheft'tke maQl^oereaflhod ^Hsdiptif 
4xnvt.' JXha teraj^eratere of ttha^ nudhaiw:^ 
^ViH» evireiit.waa^^ititdr^iiidiiiatthtr ifas'- 
offi^OTs^ iiOf.lEjadifi.rODniHdegre<inti^ "giet^ 

havs^fOQ^Lejoontw^^ dways^feoiidirtbatu^^ 
4>ayf ^f^^o;la»dy lOH; the .^pjKmtaf ^noteals r 
thevy^ftw.'Was^aepeslr.:: this > is tm)t WMtwlBicrr 
inoki^ as it is the case: over alL the c9aBiftt i^ 
:Liap4f^4i^f ' 4At Eolar tibeve ace lio eoiiadiit^ 
fof^^iutii^ lof^giini 4ip thiil>rwBr^ 9vhix&iaB 
only.j|^^l6flg^4E^ide^ whiten Jnc!t|L6«iBe 
•tiraQ«^j$o^(^ WhytoSeiii thQie^«tt4nil;iimie 

'purtaof ICeiwaj and ike iBtdih. Mmywe^ 

dad4 ^mi ^ J«!^|teer ap^«un]3^0iiflaee''itai4>' 
-settledf^'ife bManm a^ytwUc^tocMtaii^ ant x#^ 
't]ii« 4i»g«oci9 »i)^Aln;^h^ri«»-»£o»iadi«> 

•Ahtmt eight;a'8lxoiig . breeze came on, flails 

East Bay, 3(c _ i 
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Sept. 1. Lit. 7^ 37'. Long. 77^25'. Var. 110° W. 

it ««9 MvdMtkifwid'thi<& that the Alexan* 
detaocmldbiiat be. seen. The motion -of the 
ship inringriumsiderd^e, the whc^e of the 
GOdtpftsaes oaased to act ; and there being 
n&Mark^fOi land in isight, the -only method 
offBi^eKtAiningthe direction of the breeze, 
wn : by fiiing guns ^ and tnusketi^ to tlie 
Akxandacr:? her ^bearingd being I^own and 
beings anfiifereid by gumt, it wbs ^uiid 
th«b'>tfae;bir6ese had sprung up from the 
BouAnwrd, and our course was isbaped do 
cQtim^f.' : '^ * 

id%t Jbaor o'clock, howe^ret, the weaKh(»r 
deored^ and ve saw^Capella; by whi^ wd 
stenvd i rbsit 4Ui4he water became smdbdiier^ 
in ^ixmaequenoe cxf ; the < south-^west Wifjd, 
the fsftmpasfiiAr' bqgan again to tiParerse ^ iaiid 
w6-5jcimtmuad'^our course towards dape 
ByomiMaiAin.. During the middle Wfttiih 
the r^lenaden was hailed, and- found to be 
stelariil^, likeijiaffle^ course: b cotnpasS' ad 
theiaaheHa^ aamay,*. W., oh which poitft 
the two/jAitpstliad, of o^rse^ th6 s^tne de^ 
viatiim.> • ^:.:^^» :r-^-ni ■.... :• • -^ : v : ^. - -■' -^> 
, 5«p/i.^l,r^At fonr^^AiMfthe above-men- 
tioned. Cape* was in sight,, and we steareddi^ 



^50 4 yHV^^l 99 m^CfWfSBX 



Sept 1. l^7!f> 37'. hasig. 77* 2**. Vte. IW V; 

.■..■■ ^ » I I _ » ^ . I ■ I. I I. . I II ■ II .■■!»■ it'll. 

^n9 were m^de-fer Uiufiiig iet i «Eftail'tmy* 
to the n0^hM<l^ t^e Bp^ Matrtili^ 
^lo whtcih the slttp tibtiM ^tfetdl i^^d 
jtJNe sigBjil'to prepiife tiwrixMltS'fOT ibH^^ori- 
p)g Wlis! in^^ to ike j^lesaniieii' ttliiQik 
liiMi gdt ^ttjr near vs. Whenirithfe'^twd 
|i9^^^ of fliitf bay it &It tiMi ictS^ik 
i^' ' ^e boats were despatf^ed', ' undttr' cbft 
^9«}6rs of Mr. Skene and Mr. Ross^ -to ha3» 
filie$ansdk>a of Ibe^eountiy. ' A pairty %t^ 
t(Uo^nt OQ shore to effect spedmeiilr IS* 
BaturM history ; and I directed Licut^ 
Bsi^y, 4s 90Cn as hi^ came on fooarc^' to 
fflllow, fiifd take the -command, i^idto db- 
^filn,' ijl! 'posdibb»- some bbservadcMti' Alt 
,^M^^^ the varfatbtfof Hia c&mp^ 
3%^ landM-about t«o o'chxsk, ' and h^vkjir 

^m poMesddh' of' -the ^ aotinti^, iti '^ie 
Hislp^ ahd' on %^Mlf bf Iffitr B^itkanteHi. 
jeoty, with ihe-ttsnd'lbrma^ b ^a^<^^ ivit 
erected ; and, at'its ibot, a bottle boiik^* 
it^ the piofida^^^ our ^pa^ wiait^hu- 
ried OR ihe JWiiait' <rf a loonkii 'nMunit, 



T9 mm ^4»cT*c /Kmmfs, iSi 



S(rt.i. j;,*fc7r>s7'. j4in(,if>gg, Yt*.iufiw^ 

io^ lOtdin trying tlie cmmt 9od tbe tonv 
pssitA» of tb& water. It b^uig pcnrlM^. 
calppic nid.«pqio(kfc|> I Itjtd an ^^^lleDt (qptr 
Pf^stot)%c.<>fjdelj^p;iniiiing them ii^iportant^ 
^t^^ciA. , gk)WDuiii7gs wef e obtiiuofid la^ 
ist^, in..one tfao|is8Rfil &tl}Q««» cmmimg 
0^489^/ smd). in /wbutb tli«re »$r« wanQ« i 
qpd(«9tan^e4 an Ui^ acmvding linei.nt dw 
4cpt^^ eight hiiii4ne4 £itibi«nos, wi^i fiiusdl 
.« beautiful ««^l inj@^«» y 1^9^ , p«i^ 
QfpefpiUy. pcsservwd, »iid wttl be foauid d^* 
Qpifibed in tl^e Ap^endi^ To siiiHm^.iiip 
q^i^t* tfa^ Iwe WHS again drej^ped . i(^¥;mr» 
apids jthe- tran«t bsearings^ of two ol^ifi^(«i 
tbe Jbii^^iet ( dieg^ ho]reT«ii did nt^ jM^r 
in tbe .leaat^jnoir did we Jtnd mffstmen^ 
\x^ the Hq& Two ki^e iceb«sp w.^^.mtA 
^^ ;Q^6 wd set by the buidf but tb^f #d 
no^ idter. tbeii: ,poi^|ik>Q except in, a ckeiibir 
nqpiwrtr tbeacebji pmving iUo that, no nndw 
Q^grnmtjexAstied. TbetffiD{iemlwei|ft|iewa(«at' 

ometei had been bucdcoD. 
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Sei»t. 1. L«^' lifi $i\ " Laa^ 77^ aS'^ ^ Van IKPVT. 

The deevr -foxj exmine) -and x white .luue>. 
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wei^' dtK^'Ibeh, 'or^dV'^ td'be In alBun- 
dfecfelliytttiii'feiacs^ and ■^pe^flaeiis irf^e 
tWV UiiefWe'^e'broxisht ^h^hoktA:' ft hh- 
p^ared froitt'the Veiiorts of' the officers, 
tftAt"8fife^ faridet W a toi^Ite b^h,' at the 
HiSflflfFoF tf y'nidir' iflve^r whidh wkk-tfe- 
s^eS^ti 'fe' 'bdofmndred feet wi<fe, • iitd 
tH8®^ei^^'t^6' ffeet ^e6i>i' tfafe W' Vte 





tsSi^ abdtfa&r smaller rirer-^as discJ 

The valleys frctai which these prode6dlr^fe 

foiiflW' W be cdveSred with verdiire and 4ftd 

rf ■ ■• ■ . • . . . 

floi^s^'thc^ 'mountains oil each^ s!d€f%ere 
v^lktgti; and covered \irtth snbtir/^^Dn^ 
thesis side'6f ^the valley there Vas k^^aB 
pl&iiTv wfiidb^as afeo covered with Ve^iire, 
an^'ffi4 sfedrf^/'aft6^ethfih v^as liiueh'faim 
pU^?%"thkn-"k^j t^at Had terfse^ii 
durfiife %fe^ ^^. ^he rise and'to. of 



/ 



the^m^;'^^S{drther^"M^«f8fl;% Be W^ 
anciidrftig'^Uiid. TO^VtoiSohW^ db- 
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Sqpt I. tM.7*>37'. Lonig. 77=''2*'. iTir. lio^W. 



served to b^'/llO*' Ve^t,'itod 't^ trttii^it 
betoihgs of'Ga^e Fins!ia\^, ^5 the^Sit 
near Cape IByani Martin, iiiMh ^er^'tekkn 
yesterday, tak^n to' d(^ ftbih ihe bp'^diilte 
be^fig; by ^«'hM it wkJj 'dgiyti^iiife^,^!^^ 
the Vatfation wheftf €he sbip 'ya?*at"fi<^, 
on the afTst, wa^ about 114" K^e^^ ^*" 

The boafe be!ti§' hbi^^^lf^ Jjl^tJiA 
breeze ftesnfenihg^. We mride^il,*'^ff*s&6d 
to the N-.E; having given M" nfe^;' bf 
Pbssies^ion Bay* and Possessicin "Mouift for tKfe 
alSove^mentioifed places; ; '. : -^ >^i. 

• It Will ridt fiei'e be- otit of |llatre to- Jbik 
otit' the piarts hi tny official Ihstrtictlbhs 
whereiti I' ^tti direct^ to p*ay''phili<^filttr 
att^mibn to the currehisj U t6 bib ^id^ 
by thetti ; and alsd to the par^ iirhidS ^ 
t^dlhtd^iids m6 to look for the fiorfK-east 
pd&it bf Ameiflfca, br, M btliesf^ wor cU^^^ 




I iSftmiM have suj)pdaBd niyseff stiff to the 



lO 



Tfo tAi AiBi&iie *fc6iciKi& ^5A 



.mtim 



s^i. iM,7:n^. Tjcf^.wos: y^r. n6*w. 



nortlbwani of ^ ciwren^ <«rhif h M. be^ti 
90^ ^ef>Q3dedUy dssetted tto- exist; ftndubat 
tbiri iplel. was not, theittfore, tht place tc^ 
fueffitetei^ ip forei];ig at ftass^*, biit 4Jtiii(t 
lh^#;«S;r^ason tc^exgect ^ would be f^wl^ 
fut^et south. ; My •rdm " to ^UtuJ w«^l 
to the TkQxthy^\ had alhea^ beiBtt felly 
obfy^> and po current had b^etx fow^di if 
" ii; tmxtni of Some force'* did.fx^tj,^ 
ffdm the best " authorities^ we l^d r^soik 
tti^belieye was the fac£^ it could h0 1)0 wiffSte 
but i^ the sduthwarfd df this latitt^i}^v ,,4s^ 
hi loj^.XttAtiiietiOQad^, Iail^^si;i» dk&ein^.fto 
lettte the 2e^ (Iboitt tEe IMpr 20t)) ()f S^ 
temb^f^ or at kfe$t the 1st of October,*\ J 
hgdonlj^ onemotith ]^ for my ppettitipiis* 

m l^Mch moiith thcl nights i^re lopgt. apd» 
»e!id€^d2 to. A i»r eatlctiliitlQtt, i^ot jQOte 
<^iiai t#o daVs clear #lgath^ (ms, of^ ;Seve;a' 
c<jfQM be et|^ec^^ It ajajr, therefore^ -wivx 
jptQptifk^ be ,sta.ted| that X had only^ .^ig^^ 
dtiva remaining tq e?q^^:ce: the re^ijiaiixder 
0^ Bairn's Biy, af distau^^r o| nl^pve fbynr 
htittdre<| i0ai|^, , Of t^if sjjrtujig, nea^-lj^ two 
httAdrel miles^ bad never heen examined ^ 







— 1 ■*■-- ■■■■■.- - - -..-- ■ . . -■ -■ - ■ ■_■ - - _ ^ 

aqpt 1. Lat 75^ St. Long. 77° 25'. V»r. lio^W. 

' " ■ ■ ....■.■■ ■ ■.■,.■■ ,. ..., 

A range, ineludiqfr tlie w^pem^rf^ 
the discoittiiiaity <^ the ooiqrtiiidiitt. 4|^^ 
fiiat to which my attemiwi hiid .Nwwi.fwji-. 
cularly called, abd. where the iotagioary 
current, which waa to be my pttde, xwm tp 
be expected. . It is, perhaps, iniTirinpiij 
to add, that. under these dirrwiimtnjinpi I 
wa^ anxious to proceed to tbe^^oi^wtetv it 
must be evident I had the bMt #riMMH|v«!f 
success. Yet my anxiety, on ik/t 
hand» to l^ve no part of. the cawt 
plored» even after all hopes of a 
w€9re j^ven up, determined me U 
yereaa I did, notwithstanding Ihgut 
naeurrait, a material decrease in the taiBh 
peratixre c£ the sea, m/A no dri%raf«^ oc 
other indication of a passage i«f^ I a^-* 
tually saw the barrier of hi|^ wmmi^ltimh 
and the , continuky of ice, whidk |M|t li^ 
question at rest Tfa«t I did so pwwff^c, 
became afterwardb a source of gieat sutja- 
faction, as I wm J^tunate &ax>v^ te wmKi 
ceed also in expkari]:^ every part oi ikf^ 
Gomit to the southwsfd tq whieh, myjKkti^; 

tivp.wM to be diraeUd, > cad «lMft,I wfV; 

II 




■■'■■■'■ < <■ i< I II I < I I I ■.■■II I min i „ ■ 

* ■■ . 

led 4»d>:eii^00i Mmt tiie veufrentwu to be 
trntmif ' lliii «rR8 a much more 6ts€»iidl part 
c€^(!0^i^flttfcy^#ia]ir4l)o tittkm^ of magnetieal 
olMNeinf«lioii99 which was the only inducement 
fltM femiif^^'eo !ingto-iii that dangerous 
tai^f^ "Whero iBtmdi time might havi^t be«L 
WiMii^ 1^ mttiftiijptifig to hind, perhaps, 
irttho^ $Tiec68S, or^ nt dny rate, wkhotit 
•bMMig my adequate results. JMty c^lr 
mtmB 4Were^ mentioned to several k^ tho 
atksec^^ uSter 1 bad determined to ^rociied 
tOf^MNottthward.^ Xieuteiiant Parry's shipi 
tlMu' Akvcand^r^ being nearjy hull; down 
aiientvtthfitihie IdteW the land^ atid'«he 
ie»*^ttlyUbe bottom of the bay, it-^was 
aoiNiaty posdble iteould be seeii from t^at 
s^p ; fsttf at lAuA isiomebt, fAwr'ma very in- 
dwtjiw^ seen from the Isabel^ I, tl^eri^- 
ftie, ^d|A iiot think it worth whil^dat^inmi^ 
tltt nhipf for : LiieuteaaQt Parry V Bb^ort ; 
iMttr it iiftifrwtida afqmred thftt. the officer 
of the wsl^ in the AlexaMier had se0n 

deiMoii Hid NlHm|^ w :>8iMfli n mmmx 
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as Jx> make heribeariiiga of: tite ImdBrf no 
value : for the remakulter ef ^tfl6P vd^nge^ciis 
will appear by the sitfagoiiiedooftmiHetteri ^ 

September Is^ 1818. 
' Sir,' ■ ■• ■■ '" • ^'^^ "^^^-^ 

I HAVE tile hoMnr ^t^ tt$^:i!ti^yc^ tjj^al 

the offiem who hav^ ch^i^ of, tbe reig^dy^^^igcheciy 
on board the Alexander, having on the 27th aha 28tli 
ttf/., reported to tne that they had ransfi-fetf^ v^'^r- 
cepdble inaocaraey in the compala^Sj bf ibe fMgik.^pog 
repeatedly within eigl^\ apd a half, eighl^iu^^ ev^i^^fpen 
points, on both tacks, I took particular notice^ on seve- 
ral occasions, of the direction of her head, by the com*- 
passes, before and after tacking, and fimnd tbdr;report 
to have been aocnmte. I select the following insfii^^^ : 

Aim. S7.i-« 30 A. M...09 laiixwrd tack, W. by §. ^ > ,^*,«.^*, 

startKJurd ^B.i. ^-4*'^^^»*"- 
5 30 P. MwiOta Wboafd, tack» ,W^.W, - - .J j. 4^|. 

starfooaid S.W.byS. > ^Tomta. 

about 9 P. M...Onstaiboardtack, S.W. ) ^ -^ 

Urbo»d N.W. {SPO""-. 



Aug. 26.— 3 A. M...On starboard tack, S.S.W. > 8 points. 

larboard W.N.W. fttittchsweU. 

6 30 P. M...On larboard tadc» N.W. byW.JW. ) „• _^^ 
.starboard &S.W. ^/"'S" 

% referring to the diagram pf tkc^ii^p^iments made 
on board the Alexander, under your direction, on the 
27th July, it iqppears that the deviation then, found, on 
any of the abow;«ourse9, is totlffly inadequate to account 
for such a di£Pereiii^,^jAevaniaitit>bliogji^^ 
as many /K7i»^s in some intrtances «fe» it then \f9»4^ees^ 






TOt THE AUCSTIC ]i£0iMISi. 2^ 

Sept. fi. Lat 7J^ 92"^%:. Long. 76°. 

Having determined to, qwt . this inlet and 
^laoeed to die soutttwari^ it was my mten- 
ti»ii toiimi^ aoefaored in f9ome qf the li)ays 
which appeared to open out to the south 
dl* "Cape Byam Martin^ in order to deter^ 
mine the dip of the magnetic needle, which 
i resrtiitedhad.not been observed at Pos*- 
session JBiErjr. Unfcnrtunately the wmd £resh- 
aned, anda thick fog coming on, we were 
^obMgtid to stuid out to gain the middle of 
the inlet which we had just explored. 

Early in the morning of the 2d of Sep- 
tember we stood in shore, expecting it 
*wt)uld clear ; but it continued Uiick^ and 
esane on to blow so fresh as to oblige us to 
iteke two reeft in the topsails. The swell 



This deviation has become less perceptible since the 
28th and !29th, though it is still frequently found to be 
much greater than on die coast of Greenland. 
' * X lunre the hoDOiir to b^ . 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

W. Parbt, lieut and Goomiaader. 
^Wk CkfktmMin:MaMs^ 4v^.4«^« 4*^. 
M M. Skip iMidbh ai Jlea, 

s 2 



ifOth the Si E. dso tncfeased comuAm^b^y^ 
and wci fouad the ships^ with «krfer^: m^ 
that could be carried, scarce licki ih^ 
dWfl again St ^ the wind^ They both mi^ 
8d bkdly that when theire was the leaM 
^itehing fiddtioki^ they did not go dboms 
t«fK> ktiots an hour, nor cCKiid they be ^^ 
l^ended 6fi fbr (Staying eveii^ under ali snli 
A lee-^hore was therefore to be :alK>ide4irias 
k^uth ai3 possible^ and it was thns-tteMti^ 
out of my power to obtain a p^edt jgf^ 
graphical survey of the croast| which, was, 
hoWevet'^ of ksd importance^ frmn \li% not 
Ibeing the main object of the eicpedt^- 
tion» Nothing of eonsequetii^e happened 
\^ui^hig these twettty^^ur hoars, mor'Wtt 
there any observation made worthy of f re- 
mark, except that we found the deviation 
to be without any alteratibtt sitter our 
former trials* Two whales, witk vei^ h^h 
back fins, were seeii abo«it tim ftime^ and 
Mr, Lewis the mastet Said that this species 
WIS seldom se^i in Dayls^ Strait; seals 
were seen in abuttdslici^ wdA Mom ^hidk*, 
bat none were taken. 



«l w 
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TCc:matMMcna BMimfs.. ^ 



v«Mhi«M>i^MaaiMH> 



: ^Sepii^mber S;^p-^The weather CQi^tuiuod 
«i»ck, but at five o'clock ia tb«; niprnin^ 
tbere was a cl&ga for a short timeJji th^ 
1^. N. £r direction, and the officer of the 
WMch reported, that he saw tlae land^ l^i)t 
tefore I g(^ upon deck it wa9 obscured. 
We had here a good opportunity of observr 
ii^ the effect of humidity on the deyiatipjif 
ain4 it was SomiA to correspond with th0 
f(Wfti«r observations. After, standing for 
n^me time to tlie £1 N. E., we wore lind 
stood to the southward; but the wind still 
increasing, the top-gallant yards and royal 
masts were struck; the swell which, came 
firom the S. £• was the highest. we had y^ 
seen, and as the ships were now unable to 
^old their own, it was fortunate we J^ad a 
good offing. In the afl^noon the wiud 
Jbegan to abate, and at four it cleared : ihe 
weather became gradually moderate^ . and 
^at seven it fell calm. We had .good azir 



■ ■' ( 



• Thislantl musf have bfeen by its bearings Cup^ 
'^C^rencQ and vsi^ cUiUutr eaa bimdrcd |«d ^immSf 

dMUtl# 
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Sept 4, 14^.73^45^ Lonff. 74° lOT. Vitt. 106° 54'. W- 

muths at the prime vertical^ and fousdihat 
the vamtion had. decreased a littfe: lliocet^ 
was too much swdil toobtaui sou«(^lki|^ m: 
deeper water than one hoiidred and £%. 
fitthoms, and we found no bottom with thai; ^ 
length of line. At stan-^set^ 8 P. M., th« land « 
was seen from W. by S. to S. S* W.$ aitd 
we found ourselves still off I^AUovster JBagrrpv 
both the barometer and aympiiesopiiet^ Mhi 
very low, which was the first, timQitheyv^bodlp' 
deceived us, but the barometer fell most m 
proportion. As soon as the ships would 
steer, they were kept for the southernmost 
land in sight: numbers, of birds of the 
guillemot kind were , seen flvii^ ^i^. th^ 

September 4. — The weather ccHitinuing 
moderate and the wuid still to the east^ 
ward, we made for the most southern point 
we had seen on the preceding day^ and in 
the morning we passed the two inlets to 
the southward of Cape Byam Martin which 
had the appearance of harbours ; but, on a 
nmijer approach, we di^co^^red thiem to b^ 
filled with laige glaciers of ice, and qu^ 
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impenetrable. A cape, which appeared to 
thefSOttthwMrd of these inlets, was named 
Cape Bafehttfst, and the bay between it and 
Cs^e Sy*m Martin, was named Bathurst 
Bay^ At ten the sun appeared, and, in a 
short • time, it became quite clears so tb^t 
we^tmctly saw the land extending to the 
southward as far as S. S. E/, the coast 
ruHttlbg* north and south for about fifteen 
leagli«sr%tnd' then trending to the south- 
eastward* It appeared to be an uninter* 
rupted continuation of the chain of moun- 
tains which has been before described as 
surmunding the coast from Cape Clarence ; 
the* -farthest extremity, whidi was very 
distinct, was about thirty leagues distant; 
bearing about 8. S. £. Being disappointed 
in finding a harbour, iiito which we might 
enter and determine the magnetic force and 
dipvaiid^ being anxious to obtain it, I sent 
a party toa very large iceberg which was 
near us, but they did r not succeed in 
getting on it. A thick fog coming oni 
gunB and mullets were fired to show 
thetn<^ our position; but, at six; they te* 
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tantedi and reported thitt tJiis iceberg h^^l 
motkm, and, consequently, tbe obaerv^^ 
tiooB could not be made ; and as the wind 
itttumed to the south-east^ I waa obliged 
tio stand o£P shore. By several bearings off 
Cape Byam Martin and Cape JBathurstt the 
deviation was again determined to be witl^ 
ont alteration in the Isabella, and good oh** 
aenratioQs were obtained for the latitude* 
longitude, and variation. During this, eveo** 
ing we kept company with the Alexande? 
by musquetry. At ten F. M*, a light breeise 
sprung np for the N. E., and I steered 
ip. £. under all sail, taking the usual pre* 
cautions, and heaving to for the purpose. of 
sounding when sufficiently arbead of the 
Alexander ; but the swell was eo great ibat 
we could not sound in deeper water than 
five hundred and fifty fathoms,, where no 
bottom was found A new main^sail was 
faent^ and other preparations were maade 
Bgainat the gales which might be expected 
this i3Qift|3tk When the wind came fair this 
evening, we had the utoiost difficulty in 
afaapiBg our^eooTB^ » it wis ii thick feg; 



I' 



TO ^HE ABCTIC 



•ipi^i*— '^■■•'•^•" 



3?pt, 4. Idit 7^ 45*. Long. 74*^ 10'. V§r. 106P 51' W. 

and^ die ship having considerable motion^ 
the compasses all ceased to act As there 
was no object in sight by which the helms- 
man could be directed, we had recourse to 
firing guns to the Alexander. By the sound 
of her guns, in answer, it was found that 
the wind was to the N, E., aiid it was brought 
on the larboard*beam accordingly. Alex- 
ander of Leith, and Crow of Graveserid*i 
cbnipasses, were found to be the first that 
besan to act, when the motion and the liu- 
midity became less. At midnight the wea-^ 
ther cleared up, and we saw the Alexander, 
when we were enabled to continue our 
course, which we did under all sail. 
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